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Technical 


support 

From bugs to bombs, little-known 
Seabee unit protects US embassies 

By Chad Garland 

Stars and Stripes 

A military unit that helped secure U.S. diplo¬ 
matic compounds for decades has seen its 
mission grow as security threats have escalated 
from bugs buried in embassy walls to car bombs 
driven up to embassy gates. 

Perhaps the most widely known military defenders of U.S. 
embassies are Marines. 

But a small group of Navy Seabees, known as the Naval 
Support Unit-State Department, has played a largely 


A Navy Seabee with the Naval 
Support Unit-State Department 
cuts a container at the U.S. 
Embassy in Kabul, Afghanistan, 
earlier this month. 


Kim vows 
to shutter 
nuclear site 


By Kim Gamel 
Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea — North Korea’s 
leader promised to invite international 
observers to monitor the shuttering of 
his country’s nuclear testing facility next 
month and expressed optimism about his 
upcoming meeting with President Donald 
Trump, a spokesman said Sunday. 

The comments 
^ offered a new 

glimpse into 
Friday’s historic 
summit between 
Kim Jong Un and 
South Korean 
President Moon 
Jae-in. 

In a dramatic 
reversal of past 


I will make 
sure I won’t 
interrupt your 
morning sleep 
anymore, t 

Kim Jong Un 

N. Korean leader, 


joking to S.Koreari treats, Kim 
President Moon Jae-in 

for frequent 
meetings and 
trust-building measures with the US., 
Moon’s spokesman, Yoon Young-chan, 
told reporters. 

“Once we start talking, the United States 
will know that I am not a person to launch 
nuclear weapons at South Korea, the Pacif¬ 
ic or the United States,” Yoon quoted Kim 
as saying. 

“If we maintain frequent meetings and 
build trust with the United States and re¬ 
ceive promises for an end to the war and a 
nonaggression treaty, then why would we 
need to live in difficulty by keeping our 
nuclear weapons?” he said. 

The North Korean leader also said jok¬ 
ingly during the summit that he would no 
longer interrupt Moon’s sleep with mis¬ 
sile tests, apparently referring to the fact 
that most of the launches occurred about 
dawn. 

“President Moon, I heard you didn’t 
sleep very well because you had to take 
part in a National Security Council meet¬ 
ing, and you have habitually been waking 
up very early,” he was quoted as saying last 
week. “I will make sure I won’t interrupt 
your morning sleep anymore.” 

Following a day of historic handshakes 
and smiles, the two leaders signed a dec¬ 
laration promising to work toward the 
“complete denuclearization” of the divided 
SEE SHUTTER ON PAGE 6 
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Super Bowl champ leads football 
camps for kids at bases in Japan 


By Caitlin Doornbos 

Stars and Stripes 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan—Just months 
after donning his third Super Bowl ring, running 
back LeGarrette Blount traveled to Japan to teach 
some of his championship-winning skills to about 
200 children from Yokosuka, Camp Zama and Yo- 
kota Air Base. 

Blount—who won Super Bowl LI I in February with 
the Philadelphia Eagles but now plays for the Detroit 
Lions — said the two-day, USO-hosted football camp 
aimed to provide an opportunity that usually isn’t 
available to the first- through eighth-graders. 

“[Overseas children] are not as exposed to this 
as most kids, especially kids in the States,” he said. 
“Military kids are extra special. They can’t just wake 
up in the morning and be like, ‘Oh snap, football is 
on. Dad, can we go to a game?’ They have to get up at 
3 or 8 in the morning just to watch a game.” 

The camp started Saturday morning at Yokosuka’s 
Sulhvans Elementary School field. Blount and volun¬ 
teer coaches helped the children learn and practice 
exercises that focused on passing, catching and foot¬ 
work. The clinics wrapped up with short games, free 
pizza and special interactions with Blount. 

The children had individual photos taken with the 
Florida native and received his autograph. Some 
asked him questions — from “What’s your favorite 
cereal?” to “Which was your hardest game?” — dur¬ 
ing question-and-answer sessions. 

Blount said it’s important to let kids see that NFL 
players are people, too. 

“Just being able to come out here and let them see 
firsthand that we’re actual people — we’re not su¬ 
perheroes,” he said. “We like to do a lot of the same 
things they do. We’re normal.” 

Navy spouse Jobelle Tionquiao said she and her 
husband brought their son, Ben, to encourage him to 
play sports like he did back home. 

“I want to expose him to different sports,” she said. 
“Before, in Chicago, they promoted it more. It’s im¬ 
portant [for children] to interact with other kids and 
learn the sport. And to meet a professional football 
player, that’s a plus.” 

Tabitha Higgins — another Yokosuka-based Navy 


spouse — said she and her husband watched Blount 
play for their favorite team back home. 

“LeGarrett Blount used to play for the Patriots, 
and we’re Pats fans,” she said of the team Blount 
earned his first two Super Bowl rings with in 2015 
and 2017. 

They home-school their son, Christopher, and 
hoped the event would help the 10-year-old make 
friends his age. 

Blount said it’s important that children participate 
in active, outdoor events. 

“Aside from the fact that it’s healthy, this is how 
you make friends,” he said. “This is how you make 
connections; this is how you develop relationships 
with people.” 

Blount — who also spent time at Yokosuka signing 
autographs at the commissary and visiting various 
commands — said it was especially touching to be 
at the home of the Navy’s 7th Fleet after separate 
collisions involving two Yokosuka-based destroyers 
killed 17 sailors last year. 

“I know that there were some things that hap¬ 
pened here recently — losing some hves,” he said. 
“I just wanted to come here, boost morale and do ev¬ 
erything I can to see people just smile.” 

doornbos.caitlin@stripes.com 
Twitter; @CaitiinDoornbos 




Photos by Caitlin DooRNBOs/Stars and Stripes 


Children take part in a football clinic by Blount at Yokosuka Naval 
Base, Japan, on Saturday. 



Blount coaches a child during his football camp Saturday. 
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US turns to police in fight 
against terrorism in Africa 



Carley Petesch/AP 


Nigerien police who are part of the U.S. Special Program for 
Embassy Augmentation and Response take part in the annual U.S.- 
led Flintlock exercise in Niamey, Niger, on April 13. 


By Carley Petesch 
Associated Press 

NIAMEY, Niger — Under the 
watchful eyes of U.S. authorities, 
an elite group of local police of¬ 
ficers in Niger’s capital slipped 
into a home, rescued a “hostage,” 
detained an “extremist” and pre¬ 
tended to kill another. 

The police training in one of Af¬ 
rica’s most remote, impoverished 
countries is crucial as extremists 
linked to Islamic State and al- 
Qaida carry out increasingly bold 
attacks in West Africa’s Sahel re¬ 
gion. In October, four U.S. soldiers 
and five Nigeriens were killed in 
an ambush claimed by ISIS-linked 
fighters in rural Niger. 

Amid questions over the role of 
the U.S. mihtary in this part of the 
world, there is a renewed focus on 
training local law enforcement 
officers in the hopes that extrem¬ 
ism can be better countered at the 
community level and along bor¬ 
ders. The challenges are great in 
Niger, where residents of its large¬ 
ly ungovemed spaces say they are 
losing confidence in authorities. 

As extremism grows “it’s im¬ 
portant not to lose sight of the 
issues at the core of their prolif¬ 
eration and recruitment success, 
notably bad and often abusive 
governance,” said Corinne Dufka, 


Human Rights Watch’s West 
Africa director. “The Islamist 
groups are cleverly exploiting 
local grievances to make inroads 
with local populations.” 

That includes abusive practices 
by local security forces, she said, 
calling efforts to professionalize 
them key. 

The U.S. ambassador to Niger, 
Eric P. Whitaker, said the U.S. is 
addressing the “factors that cre¬ 
ate an environment for extrem¬ 
ism” by investing more than $500 
million over the next few years 
into local programs for better 
governance, education, health, 
agriculture, security and more. 

The State Department’s Anti¬ 
terrorism Assistance Program 
is training local security forces 
in everything from border con¬ 
trol and investigations to human 
rights and justice. 

After an attack killed 20 people 
at a luxury hotel in Mali’s capital 
in November 2015, the U.S. invest¬ 
ed $15 million in training nearly 
100 local police in crisis response. 
They also were given the neces¬ 
sary equipment to respond to fur¬ 
ther attacks, according to Samuel 
L. Pineda, director in the office of 
programs with the department’s 
Bureau of Counterterrorism. 

The program has paid off, he 
said. Several of the trained offi¬ 


cers responded during the March 
2016 attack on the European 
Union military training mission’s 
headquarters in Bamako. And 
during the June 2017 attack on 
a resort popular with foreigners 
outside the capital, they helped to 
kill attackers and rescue victims. 

In 2018, the Bureau of Counter¬ 
terrorism will invest an estimat¬ 
ed $106 million in sub-Saharan 
Africa. 

About $50 million of that is ded¬ 
icated to State Department coun¬ 
terterrorism programs in West 
and Central Africa, including 
ones in Burkina Faso, Cameroon, 
Chad, Nigeria and Mauritania. 

The crisis response program in 
Mali eventually will be replicated 
in Niger, where the Antiterrorism 
Assistance Program has dedicat¬ 
ed roughly $10 million to training 
and equipment this year. 

During the U.S. military’s an¬ 
nual Flintlock counterterrorism 
exercises this month in Niger 
local officers put their training 
to the test, collaborating with Ni¬ 
ger’s gendarmerie and military 
as well as security forces from 
other West African nations. 

The officers who participated in 
the raid in the capital, Niamey, are 
part of the Special Program for 
Embassy Augmentation and Re¬ 
sponse, known as SPEAR, which 


was created after the 2012 attack 
on the U.S. Consulate in Benghazi, 
Libya, to train and equip host na¬ 
tion police units designated as 
first responders to U.S. diplomatic 
facilities in crisis. They also can 
respond to other attacks. 

“We train them for an eventu¬ 
ality,” said Diplomatic Security 
Service Special Agent Kent Mill¬ 
er, who manages the Antiterror¬ 
ism Assistance Program in Niger. 
“In the current year and last year, 
there has been a focus on rural 
environments.” 

The goal is to disrupt extrem¬ 
ists at borders so they don’t make 
it into more populated areas, he 
said. 

In cities, the hope is that cri¬ 


sis response units and SPEAR 
officers will respond. They are 
provided with arms, ammuni¬ 
tion, equipment, facilities for 
practicing raids, a gun range and 
mentorship. 

“The importance of training is 
that it puts the elements of knowl¬ 
edge for reaction in our hands, 
and we can then apply them in 
real-world situations,” said Dji- 
bril Ousmane, an assistant police 
commander in the capital. 

The challenge, however, is that 
extremists also are giving money 
to communities to win them over, 
he said. 

“It’s difficult to fight poverty,” 
Ousmane said. “With the right 
means, more can be done.” 


Brigade likely to welcome its 1st female infantry officer 



Sean KiMMONs/Courtesy of the U.S. Army 


U.S. Military Academy Cadet Taylor England fires at a tai^et during the Sandhurst Military Skills 
Competition at West Point, N.Y., on April 14. England plans to serve with the 173rd Airborne Brigade. 


By Nancy Montgomery 
Stars and Stripes 

VICENZA, Italy — The 173rd 
Airborne Brigade, one of the 
Army’s most deployed and deco¬ 
rated units, is expected to soon 
welcome its first female infantry 
officer. 

Taylor England, the top-rated 
infantry cadet at the U.S. Mili¬ 
tary Academy at West Point, 
chose Italy and the 173rd as her 
first duty assignment, according 
to an Army News Service story. 

It was a choice that opened up 
only after Army Chief of Staff 
Gen. Mark Milley visited the 
academy in January and learned 
that England wanted an Italy as¬ 
signment, the story said. 

“As Milley greeted cadets at a 
dinner, he asked England where 
she hoped to be posted. She re¬ 
plied, ‘Italy, sir.’ Shortly after, she 
said, Italy was opened up to fe¬ 
male infantry officers,” the story 
said. 

“It was pretty awesome,” Eng¬ 
land said. “The best lieutenants 
end up in Italy. It’s definitely 
going to be a challenge, even if I 
wasn’t a female, because of the 
competition.” 

The Army hadn’t previously 
announced the move. In Janu¬ 
ary, the service announced that 
in addition to Fort Hood, Texas, 
and Fort Bragg, N.C., three more 
bases would open up for female 
infantry and armor officers: Fort 


Carson, Colo.; Fort Campbell, Ky; 
and Fort Bliss, Texas. 

Officials with the 173rd were 
not immediately available for 
comment Friday. 

England, 22, is the top-ranked 
cadet out of 230 headed to the 
infantry branch. The rankings 


reflect academic standing and 
performance in military skills 
and physical training. 

The Ohio native maxed out her 
most recent physical fitness test 
and ran 2 miles in 13 minutes, 9 
seconds — 9 seconds shy of the 
men’s fastest standard. 


England, a lacrosse player at 
the academy, must still graduate 
from the Infantry Basic Officer 
Leadership Course before her as¬ 
signment to the 173rd, which is 
the Army’s contingency response 
force in Europe. 

The unit, which fought in Viet¬ 


nam, Iraq and Afghanistan, and 
counts 18 Medal of Honor recipi¬ 
ents, did not integrate women into 
its paratrooper ranks until 2000. 
The distinction went to 1st Lt. 
Leslie Balfaqih, a military police 
officer. 

Infantry and armor units were 
closed to women until December 
2015, when Defense Secretary 
Ash Carter ordered the military 
services to open all combat jobs 
to women. 

The next year, Capt. Kristen 
Griest became the first female 
infantry officer in the Army when 
her request was approved to trans¬ 
fer from a military police unit. 
Months later, the first 10 female 
lieutenants graduated from the 
Infantry Officer Basic Course. 

Infantry troops have been 
the most resistant to the idea of 
women in their units. Defense 
Department studies have found, 
citing beliefs that their presence 
would degrade physical stan¬ 
dards and unit cohesion. 

“You just overcome it by being 
competent and being physical and 
showing them that you can do what 
they can do,” England said in the 
Army News Service story. “You’re 
not going to shy away from their 
resistance. You’re going to show 
them, ‘Hey, I’m here, and I’m 
ready to lead soldiers.’” 

montgomery.nancydistripes.com 
Twitter: lamontgomerynance 
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Support: Seabees’ 
Cold War role evolved 
in War on Terrorism 



FROM FRONT PAGE 

behind-the-scenes role imple¬ 
menting technical measures to 
combat threats abroad since the 
1960s. 

The unit’s exploits are largely 
unsung outside the Navy’s Con¬ 
struction Battalions — the “C.B.” 
from which the name Seabee 
comes. 

“You see the AFN commer¬ 
cials of the Marine with the rifle 
and he’s handsome, clean-shaved 
and protecting the embassy,” said 
Petty Officer 2nd Class Eric Milli- 
sor, a Seabee at the U.S. Embassy 
in Tel Aviv, Israel. “You never re¬ 
ally know what the Seabees do.” 

In short: Marines do physical 
security; Seabees do technical 
security. 

In April 1966, in the heat of 
Cold War spy games, the Navy 
first formally committed Seabees 
to help the State Department com¬ 
bat Soviet spy technology. Before 
the end of the decade, they’d take 
part in a mgjor transformation to 
combat terrorist attacks. 

As embassies became more 
fortresslike, the Seabees’ focus 
expanded from interior walls 
out to compound perimeters and 
from watching construction proj¬ 
ects for bug-planting to maintain¬ 
ing systems that monitor for signs 
of potential violence. 

“Back in the Cold War era, the 
threat was different; we were in 
that spy-versus-spy mentality,” 
said Chief Petty Officer Subrina 
Stallings, the unit’s operations 
chief. “Now we’re more so on that 
physical protection ... those outer 
layer defense areas first.” 

The Navy’s construction battal¬ 
ions were founded during World 
War II to build bases and clear air¬ 
strips, mainly in the Pacific the¬ 
ater. They were eventually tasked 
with building schools and hospi¬ 
tals as “goodwill ambassadors.” 

Their embassy duty didn’t start 
until the early 1960s. 


By Camila Molina 
The (Raleigh, N.C.) News & Observer 

ROCKY MOUNT, N.C. — Au¬ 
thorities pulled the body of a 
North Carolina grandmother 
from a creek Friday and charged 
her grandson, a Marine who had 
been AWOL, in connection with 
her murder. 

Authorities in Rocky Mount ar¬ 
rested Isaiah Kahleal Evans Cae¬ 
sar, 18, at the Homewood Suites at 
231 Gateway Blvd., where he had 
used his grandmother’s credit 
card to purchase a room, accord¬ 
ing to local news reports. 

Authorities had been looking 
for Sallie Copeland Evans, 74, 
the grandmother from Roanoke 
Rapids, for several days after her 


Marine guards overseeing em¬ 
bassy construction projects in 
Moscow and Warsaw lacked the 
expertise to spot fishy behavior 
as local workers installed net¬ 
works of listening devices in the 
buildings. After the Seabees dug 
out the bugs and repaired the 
walls in 1964 and 1965, they were 
assigned to supervise several 
construction projects. Some in¬ 
stalled secure conference rooms 
— called “bubbles,” like some¬ 
thing out of the era’s spy-themed 
TV series. 

Meanwhile, anti-American 
protests and terrorist attacks 
were forcing embassy security to 
expand from anti-crime and anti¬ 
espionage to defense. 

A spate of violence in the 
Middle East, Latin America and 
Europe in the 1960s and ’70s 
prompted the State Department 
to beef up walls and fences and 
install heavy vault doors and win¬ 
dow grates, closed-circuit TV and 
alarms. 

Beginning in 1968, after John 
Gordon Mein was forced from 
his limousine and assassinated in 
Guatemala City — the first U.S. 
ambassador killed in the line of 
duty — Seabees helped armor 
embassy vehicles, including the 
secretary of state’s 1971 Cadillac. 

The program proved its worth 
when three people in an armored 
embassy car walked away un¬ 
harmed after a 1972 bombing in 
Cambodia. 

Today, about 120 Seabees be¬ 
long to the security unit, with 
about 70 posted to more than 40 
embassies to support the State 
Department’s Diplomatic Securi¬ 
ty Service. Other Navy construc¬ 
tion specialists staff regional 
centers and travel where the ser¬ 
vice needs them. 

Stallings said she traveled more 
than 250 days a year covering 13 
sites in the Western Hemisphere 
from a regional center in Florida 


family filed a missing-persons 
report, ABC 11 reported. Her sis¬ 
ter, Mattie Copeland Parker, said 
Evans was last seen April 22, ac¬ 
cording to a Facebook post about 
Evans’ disappearance. 

Halifax County Sheriff Wes 
Tripp said Evans’ body was found 
off Highway 903 in a creek near 
her home. 

Authorities found explosive 
materials in the hotel room where 
Caesar was staying. Rocky Mount 
police evacuated the hotel. 

A bomb team from the North 
Carolina State Bureau of Inves¬ 
tigation assisted local police but 
didn’t find a bomb. Caesar had 
Evans’ car parked at the hotel, 
police said. The gold vehicle had 
been spray-painted black, accord- 


during her first tour with the unit 
from 2008 to 2011. 

Attracted to the unit by the 
prospect of technical training and 
travel, Millisor spent more than a 
year at the Baghdad embassy, one 
of three high-threat diplomatic 
missions where the Seabees 
maintain a small but constant 
presence. Now in Tel Aviv, he’s 
helping with the U.S. Embassy’s 
move to Jerusalem. 

In Kabul, Afghanistan, the site 
of another high-threat embassy. 
State Department personnel 
rarely leave the compound. It 
was a more difficult post than 
any other for Chief Petty Officer 
Will Lathan, a Seabee who had 
previously lived in a tent in Cam¬ 
eroon during a mission there. 

“You’re living inside a maxi- 
mum-security prison,” Lathan 
said of the compound in which he 
served in 2016. One difference. 


ing to news reports. 

Caesar is stationed at Fort Ben- 
ning, Ga. He has been absent 
without leave since April 2 and 
was supposed to return April 
22 for an evaluation, CBS 17 
reported. 

Evans’ family told local news 
outlets that she had been trying to 
persuade him to return to the mil¬ 
itary. She had asked her neighbor 
Willie Patterson to drive her and 
Caesar to Camp Lejeune in Jack¬ 
sonville, N.C., on Tuesday around 
11 a.m., according to CBS 17. 

“I was looking out my kitchen 
window waiting on her, and I see 
the front end of the car,” Patter¬ 
son told the news station of what 
he saw after waiting for them for 
an hour. 


he said, is that all that security is 
meant to keep people out, not in. 

Recent history has placed a 
greater emphasis on embassy se¬ 
curity following al-Qaida attacks 
on diplomatic missions in Africa 
in 1998. A wave of violent protests 
and attacks in 2012, including the 
deadly storming of a U.S. mission 
in Libya, again spurred efforts to 
improve embassy security. 

As U.S. forces withdraw from 
places like Iraq and Afghanistan, 
diplomatic security officials have 
said they may need to rely even 
more on the Seabees. 

Though small and obscure, the 
unit is capable and ready, several 
Seabees said. 

“They kind of call upon us 
to adapt and overcome any¬ 
thing,” Millisor said. “We’re very 
adaptable.” 

garland.chad@stripes.com 
Twitter: @chadgarland 


“I didn’t see who was driving 
the car. I turned around to go get 
my glasses and my hat and my 
umbrella, and went I went out the 
front door there was no car. They 
were gone.” 

Patterson told ABC 11 it was 
unusual for her to leave without 
telling him because she would 
have called him to let him know 
where she left the keys so he 
could take care of her three dogs 
in her absence. 

Evans’ family told WRAL that 
Caesar had a fascination with 
weapons and explosives. The 
family said they found grenade 
parts in the grandmother’s home. 

In addition to the murder 
charge, Caesar was served with a 
fugitive warrant for desertion. 


AF moving more space 
personnel to Colo, base 

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. 
— The military is moving nearly 
150 personnel to a Colorado Air 
Force base as it streamlines its 
space operations. 

The Colorado Springs Gazette 
reported Friday the Joint Forces 
Space Command Component will 
move to Schriever Air Force Base 
about 20 miles east of downtown 
Colorado Springs. 

Schriever is already home to 
the 50th Space Wing, which op¬ 
erates several military satellite 
systems. They include the Global 
Positioning System, which has 
both military and civilian uses. 

The Joint Forces Space Com¬ 
mand Component was initially 
located in California, but the mil¬ 
itary determined Schriever was a 
better option. 

The first personnel are ex¬ 
pected to arrive at Schriever next 
month, with the rest moving by 
sometime next year. 

Colorado Republican Sen. Cory 
Gardner announced the move. 

Post probing Jewish 
volunteer’s dismissal 

FORT CAMPBELL, Ky. — A 
Fort Campbell official says the 
Army post is investigating why a 
volunteer who provided holy day 
and weekly Jewish services was 
terminated. 

Robert N. Jenkins, Fort Camp¬ 
bell’s director of public affairs, 
told The Tennessean that offi¬ 
cials are investigating allegations 
about changes in religious sup¬ 
port to Fort Campbell’s Jewish 
community. 

Jeanette Mize, the Jewish lay 
leader, said she was dismissed 
without explanation in March, 
halting Friday evening Shabbat 
services at Fort Campbell. She 
said she has contacted the Mili¬ 
tary Religious Freedom Founda¬ 
tion for help, saying she thinks 
there’s a bigger problem with the 
division’s top chaplains. 

Jenkins wouldn’t comment on 
the reason for Mize’s dismissal or 
say whether weekly Shabbat ser¬ 
vices have continued. 

Mize said she and her husband 
have served as Jewish lay leaders 
at Fort Campbell since 1999. 

Greece approves US 
deal for F-16 fighters 

ATHENS, Greece — A panel 
of senior Greek government and 
military officials has approved a 
$1.45 billion deal to upgrade more 
than half of the country’s Ameri¬ 
can-made F-16 fighter planes. 

Officials say the deal approved 
by the Greek Cabinet on Satur¬ 
day will give 85 of Greece’s fleet 
of F-16s capabilities similar to 
those of the much more advanced 
F-35 fighters minus stealth 
technology. 

The terms of the agreement call 
for Greece to pay for the improve¬ 
ments until 2027 or 2028, but the 
U.S. agreed to cap annual pay¬ 
ments at $182 million after that. 

U.S. Ambassador to Greece 
Geoffrey Pyatt tweeted that the 
approval built on Prime Minister 
Alexis Tsipras’ visit to the White 
House in October. 

From The Associated Press 


AWOL Marine charged with killing grandmother 
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Aaron HENSON/Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force 


An F-35B Lightning II aircraft with Marine Fighter Attack Squadron 121 departs Marine Corps Air 
Station Iwakuni, Japan, in 2017. A Government Accountability Office report outlines pians to disperse 
F-35s in small detachments if war breaks out in the Pacific. 

GAO report lays out plan to disperse 
F-35s if war breaks out in the Pacific 


B-52s fly over 
South China Sea 
during training 


By Tyler Hlavac 
Stars and Stripes 


By Seth Robson 
Stars and Stripes 

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan 
— If war breaks out in the Pacific, 
U.S. military commanders may 
disperse F-35 Lightning II stealth 
fighters in small detachments to 
outmaneuver the enemy, accord¬ 
ing to a recent report by the Gov¬ 
ernment Accountability Office. 

“The Department of Defense 
... is increasing focus on the Pa¬ 
cific where potential adversaries 
including China and North Korea 
have made provocations,” said the 
report released Wednesday. 

Sixteen F-35Bs that have been 
flying out of Marine Corps Air 
Station Iwakuni, Japan, since 
January 2017, represent the first 
overseas stationing of America’s 
most advanced stealth fighter 
since its development. 

“DOD expects to use the F-35’s 
air combat capabilities along with 
a basing strategy known as dis¬ 
tributed operations — where, for 
example, aircraft disperse into 
smaller detachments to outma¬ 
neuver the enemy — to counter 
any regional threats,” the report 
says. 

The Marines’ short-takeoff, 
vertical-landing variant of the 
joint strike fighter could be part 
of such a strategy. Last month, 
F-35Bs from Iwakuni’s Marine 
Fighter Attack Squadron 121 
landed aboard the USS Wasp for 
the first time during the amphibi¬ 
ous assault ship’s inaugural patrol 
of the Western Pacific. 

Brad Glosserman, a visiting 


American professor at Tokyo’s 
Tama University, said the Pearl 
Harbor attack that brought the 
United States into World War II 
showed the importance of dispers¬ 
ing forces in wartime. The Pacific 
Fleet’s aircraft carriers weren’t 
in port when the attack happened 
and were key offensive weapons 
when the U.S. struck back. 

Experts believe a North Korean 
missile launch in March 2017 was 
designed to simulate a nuclear at¬ 
tack on MCAS Iwakuni, where the 
F-35Bs are based. 

Also last year, it was revealed 
that the Chinese military had 
built missile-test ranges that ap¬ 
peared to model U.S. military 
bases in Japan. 

Glosserman said North Korea 
lacks the capability to target dis¬ 
persed U.S. forces, though China 
has many short- and medium- 
range missiles that could. 

The F-35B’s ability to take off 
and land without a long runway 
would appear to give command¬ 
ers more flexibility in dispersing 
their forces. However, the GAO 
report noted some challenges the 
Marines have faced supporting 
distributed operations with the 
jets to date. 

The GAO recommended in un¬ 
classified findings from a classi¬ 
fied March report that the military 
test sustaining and operating the 
F-35 while disconnected from its 
automatic logistics information 
system for extended periods. 

The system collects and ana¬ 
lyzes data about such things as 
mission planning, training, main¬ 


tenance and parts orders to keep 
aircraft ready to fly, Wednesday’s 
report said. 

The classified report also rec¬ 
ommended that the Marine Corps 
commandant “assess the risks 
associated with key supply chain- 
related challenges related to op¬ 
erating and sustaining the F-35 
in the Pacific and determine how 
to mitigate these risks ... [and] 
determine the F-35’s ability to 
support distributed operations 
through the use of exercises and/ 
or analyses.” 

The latest report notes some 
of the F-35’s unique capabili¬ 
ties, including advanced stealth, 
seamless communication, laser 
precision, virtual reality and an 
automated sustainment system. 

“While the Marine Corps rec¬ 
ognizes the advanced warfighting 
capabilities the F-35 will bring to 
the Pacific, it is facing challenges 
operating in the area,” the report 
said. “In particular, it is uncertain 
how long the F-35 can effectively 
operate if [the automatic sustain¬ 
ment system] becomes discon¬ 
nected from the aircraft.” 

The report notes the F-35B’s 
participation in a number of ex¬ 
ercises since 2015, including Red 
Flag and Northern Edge drills in 
Alaska in 2016 and 2017, and rec¬ 
ommends that the military make 
operational lessons learned about 
the aircraft available across all 
services. 

robson.seth@stripes.com 
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A pair of Air Force bombers 
flew over the South China Sea 
last week, just days after Beijing 
showcased its military might in 
the region. 

Two B-52H Stratofortresses 
from Andersen Air Force Base, 
Guam, conducted the mission 
Tuesday while training in the 
area. Pacific Air Forces spokes¬ 
woman Lt. Col. Megan Schafer 
told Stars and Stripes in an email 
Friday. 

The aircraft then flew to Oki¬ 
nawa, where they exercised with 
Air Force F-15C Strike Eagles 
before returning to Guam, she 
said. The bombers arrived there 
in January from Barksdale Air 
Force Base, La. 

Aircraft Spots, a Twitter ac¬ 
count that tracks military move¬ 
ments, reported that two bombers 
left Guam on Tuesday headed for 
the South China Sea along with 
two KC-135R refueling aircraft. 
Taiwanese news outlets said they 
flew east of the disputed Pratas 
Islands and came within 150 
miles of Guangdong Province’s 
coastline in southern China. 

Chinese Defense Ministry 
spokesman Senior Col. Wu Qian 
told reporters Thursday that “the 
situation is under the control of 
the Chinese military. The [Peo¬ 
ple’s Liberation Army] will, as 
always, firmly safeguard its na¬ 
tional sovereignty and territorial 
integrity.” 

Qian added that the Chinese 
air force had recently conducted 
combat drills near Taiwan to 
safeguard “China’s national sov¬ 
ereignty” and warned of future 
exercises. 

“The Taiwan independence 
secessionist activities pose the 
largest realistic threat to the 
peace and stability of the cross¬ 
strait relations and cause dam¬ 
age to the fundamental interests 
of the Taiwan compatriots,” he 
said. “The series of actions we 
have taken are targeting the Tai¬ 
wan independence forces and 
their activities, and are to protect 
the well-being of the people in 
Taiwan from being undermined 
by the Taiwan independence 
conspiracy.” 

An editorial in China’s state- 
run Global Times responded to 
reports of the B-52 drills, saying 
that “the Taiwan independence 
forces had better abandon their 
dream that the U.S. can protect 
them. Military competition be¬ 
tween the mainland and the U.S. 
in the West Pacific is not all about 
Taiwan. The only way for Tai¬ 
wan separatists to preserve their 


safety is to mind their words and 
deeds.” 

Schafer said U.S. Pacific Com¬ 
mand’s bomber missions, which 
have been happening routinely 
since March 2004, are “intended 
to maintain the readiness of U.S. 
forces” and are “in accordance 
with international law.” 

On April 22, a Chinese carrier 
group conducted a series of live- 
fire drills in the East China Sea, 
and last month a flotilla of nearly 
40 Chinese ships was spotted in 
the South China Sea. 

Beijing has laid claim to a huge 
swatch of the sea and has spent 
the past several years building up 
islets and constructing military 
facilities, including airstrips, on 
them. 

The Navy occasionally s ai ls 
ships near the islands, which are 
also claimed by several neigh¬ 
boring countries, to reassert its 
right to transit freely through 
the region. China deems the so- 
called freedom-of-navigation op¬ 
erations illegal and provocative. 
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China: Advanced DF-26 missile deployed 


Associated Press 

BEIJING — China’s advanced DF-26 intermedi¬ 
ate-range ballistic missile has been incorporated 
into its rocket force, boosting its ability to counter 
opponents on land and at sea, a Defense Ministry 
spokesman said Thursday. 

The missile is capable of lofting both conventional 
and nuclear warheads, the latter to carry out a rapid 
retaliatory strike, ministry spokesman Wu Qian told 
reporters at a monthly news briefing. 

The missile is believed to have a range of up to 
2,500 miles, leaving vulnerable the crucial U.S. mil¬ 
itary installations on the island of Guam, along with 
other bases in the region. 


Despite that, Wu said China remained firm in 
its defensive military posture, including a policy 
of never launching a nuclear first strike against an 
opponent. 

China’s missile force is largely designed to de¬ 
grade Taiwan’s defenses in a move to conquer the 
self-governing island while holding off U.S. military 
support. 

Included in the arsenal is the DF-21D, which is 
built to take out an aircraft carrier, and a new air- 
to-air missile with a range of some 249 miles that 
could attack assets such as early warning aircraft 
and refueling tankers crucial to U.S. Air Force 
operations. 
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Envoy nominee 'imagines the 
unimaginable' with N. Korea 


By Wyatt Olson 
Stars and Stripes 

Earlier this year, U.S. Pacific 
Command head Adm. Harry Har¬ 
ris told a gathering in Hawaii that 
diplomacy is America’s preferred 
means to end North Korea’s nu¬ 
clear weapons ambitions. 

But his job as top Pacific com¬ 
mander is to ensure such diploma¬ 
cy is backed by “credible military 
power,” he told the Chamber of 
Commerce group. 

“Many people have talked 
about military options being 
unimaginable regarding North 
Korea,” said Harris, who is set to 
retire in May and until last week 
had been nominated to become 
ambassador to Australia. 

“Folks, I must imagine the un¬ 
imaginable. And what is unimag¬ 
inable to me are North Korean 
nuclear-tipped missiles delivered 
here in Honolulu, or in Los Ange¬ 
les, or in New York or Washing¬ 
ton, D.C.,” he said. 

In the recent surprise rev¬ 
elation that the White House had 
switched Harris’ nomination in¬ 
stead to ambassadorship to South 
Korea, the Trump administration 
is availing itself of a nominee who 
has made peace with the possi¬ 
bility of all-out war with North 
Korea. 

That move comports with the 
hawkish outlook of Mike Pompeo, 
who was confirmed as secretary 
of state Friday and reportedly in¬ 
stigated the nomination swap. In 
a secretive trip to North Korea 
earlier this month, Pompeo met 
with Kim Jong Un, presumably 
to discuss a possible summit be¬ 
tween the North Korean leader 
and President Donald Trump. 

In January, the Trump admin¬ 
istration dropped Victor Cha — a 
former foreign policy adviser to 
President George W. Bush—as its 


choice for South Korea ambassa¬ 
dor. Cha has said he was dumped 
because he disagreed with the 
White House on the possible use 
of a pre-emptive military strike 
against North Korea. 

“I think it’s fair to say it’s sig¬ 
nificant that they chose someone 
with a military background,” 
said Denny Roy, an Asia security 
expert at the East-West Center, 
Honolulu. “That would seem to 
support the idea that if need be 
they are willing to resort to a mil¬ 
itary solution.” 

On the other hand, the choice 
could be 

y an at¬ 


tempt a1 
“orches¬ 
trated 
psycho¬ 
logical 
warfare” 
aimed 


I think it’s 
fair to say it’s 
significant 
that they 
chose 
someone with at North 
a miiitary 

background.^ “Behind 
Honolulu 

just as op¬ 
posed to 

a pre-emptive strike as anyone 
else.” 

“Harris is a politically astute 
foreign policy hawk and has been 
at the center of U.S. Asia strat¬ 
egy for years now as commander 
of PACOM,” said Van Jackson, a 
senior lecturer in international 
relations at Victoria University 
in New Zealand who is writing 
a book about Trump’s nuclear 
standoff with Kim. 

Some sources Jackson inter¬ 
viewed for the book “have men¬ 
tioned Harris’ preference not 
only for maximum pressure on 
North Korea, but for preventive 
strikes — the so-called ‘bloody 


nose option,”’ he said. “I think 
that makes him very much sim- 
patico with Pompeo, Trump and 
(National Security Adviser John) 
Bolton, which should, perversely, 
add to his credibility should he 
be named ambassador to South 
Korea.” 

In the frequent speeches Har¬ 
ris has made at think tanks, cer¬ 
emonies and conferences since 
becoming PACOM commander 
in May 2015, he has generally 
toed the White House line when it 
comes to North Korea. 

In his Chamber of Commerce 
speech, Harris cited the priority 
of then-Secretary of State Rex 
Tillerson and Secretary of De¬ 
fense Jim Mattis to maintain di¬ 
plomacy as “our main battery.” 

“Joined by many in the inter¬ 
national community, the United 
States is applying diplomatic 
and economic pressure on North 
Korea to achieve the complete, 
verifiable and irreversible de¬ 
nuclearization of the Korean 
Peninsula and a dismantling of 
the regime’s ballistic missile pro¬ 
grams,” he said. 

But his sharp criticisms of 
China frequently contrasted with 
President Barack Obama’s mea¬ 
sured and even conciliatory ap¬ 
proach to China’s growing naval 
assertiveness in the Pacific. 

He was among the first officials 
in 2015 to decry China’s effort to 
build artificial islands in the dis¬ 
puted areas of the South China 
Sea, upon which it constructed 
runways and infrastructure that 
could be used for military pur¬ 
poses. At the ceremony where he 
took command of PACOM, Har¬ 
ris called China’s claims of sov¬ 
ereignty over most of the South 
China Sea “preposterous.” 

U.S. Pacific Fleet began con¬ 
ducting freedom-of-navigation 
operations near the disputed is¬ 
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Admiral Harry Harris’ nomination as ambassador to Australia was 
switched by the White House to ambassador to South Korea. 


lands, but media reports that cited 
unidentified sources said Harris 
had been unable to persuade the 
White House to carry them out 
more forcefully and more often. 

Carl Baker, an Asia expert at 
the think tank Pacific Forum 
CSIS in Honolulu, said that while 
it is true senior military officers 
such as Harris will by training 
look for military answers to prob¬ 
lems, they also have “unique and 
very personal insights into the 
costs associated with military 
solutions.” 

He sees Harris’ greatest chal¬ 
lenge as making the actual transi¬ 
tion from military commander to 
consummate diplomat. 

“Simply put, the U.S. has a 
four-star general in Korea to deal 
with military issues,” Baker said, 
referring to Gen. Vincent Brooks, 
commander of U.S. Forces Korea. 
“The ambassador needs to be 
able to provide balance by ensur¬ 
ing broader U.S. interests are also 
addressed. For a recently retired 
admiral, that could represent a 
steep learning curve.” 

The presence of Brooks has also 
left Harris less “well-versed” on 
Korea issues than he is in other 
Pacific strategic matters. Jack- 
son said. 


“Because Korea has its own 
local U.S. four-star general, 
PACOM has historically been a 
bit laissez-faire when it comes 
to Korea policy and ops, and the 
overwhelming priority during 
most of Harris’s time at PACOM 
was the South China Sea, not 
North Korea,” Jackson said. 

A career military officer pos¬ 
sesses “a certain realism, or even 
pessimism, in the way they look 
at things,” Roy said. “They think 
seriously about the worst-case 
scenario.” 

Harris appears to have done a 
great deal of such thinking. 

In 2016, he began issuing a ro¬ 
tating list of books and movies 
intended as suggestions to per¬ 
sonnel under his command for 
developing professionally. 

Leading the current list of non¬ 
fiction books is “The General ver¬ 
sus the President: MacArthur and 
Truman at the Brink of Nuclear 
War,” which Harris describes as 
“insight into the tumultuous re¬ 
lationship between the President 
and his iconic general.” 

Next on the list is “The Impos¬ 
sible State: North Korea, Past and 
Future,” written by Victor Cha. 
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Shutter: Koreas have made progress toward improving their relations 
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peninsula and to try to forge a permanent 
peace by the end of the year to replace the 
armistice that ended the 1950-53 Korean 
War. 

Both leaders acknowledged agreements 
in past decades had failed and promised 
not to let that happen again. 

The final summit statement made no 
reference to verification or timetables for 
the North to dismantle its nuclear weapons 
program but was seen as setting the stage 
for Trump to try to close the deal. 

“The summit certainly gets an ‘A’ on op¬ 
tics, but it’s too soon to tell whether any¬ 
thing substantive will come of all the pomp 
and pageantry,” Lindsey Ford, a former 
Asia security specialist at the Defense De¬ 
partment, said in an email. 

The inter-Korean summit puts pressure 
on Trump to reach an agreement, but the 
president should resist the “likely tempta¬ 
tion to angle for a big deal right up front,” 
said Ford, a fellow with the Asia Society 


Policy Institute. 

“The goal should be for the president to 
walk away with a commitment from North 
Korea to put in place a serious negotiation 
process to work toward denuclearization,” 
she said. “That’s the point when the hard 
work will really begin.” 

No date or venue has been set for the 
meeting, but Trump has said possible loca¬ 
tions have been narrowed to two or three 
countries and it will be held “in the next 
three or four weeks.” 

North Korea announced earlier this 
month that it was freezing nuclear and in¬ 
tercontinental ballistic missile tests and 
that it plans to close its underground north¬ 
ern nuclear testing facility. 

Experts played down the significance, 
noting the North could resume tests at any 
time and did not mention short- to mid¬ 
range missile tests. 

Reports have also suggested the moun¬ 
tainous nuclear test site at Punggye-ri has 
already been rendered unusable after six 


underground detonations since 2006, the 
most recent and powerful in September. 

Kim said the facility will be closed in 
May and “offered to invite South Korean 
and U.S. experts and journalists” to wit¬ 
ness the event,” Yoon said. 

The North Korean leader also denied 
that he would be clearing out only damaged 
facilities, saying that the site includes two 
more tunnels that are bigger than the others 
and in good condition, according to Yoon. 

While denuclearization details remain 
to be hammered out, the two Koreas made 
clear progress toward improving bilateral 
relations after nearly seven decades of 
animosity. 

Kim even offered to move his country’s 
clocks forward by half an hour to unify 
time zones with the South, Yoon said. 

The diplomatic gains have been wel¬ 
comed by the international community 
after months of heightened tensions as 
Trump and Kim traded personal insults 
and threats of military action. 


North Korea also demonstrated strong 
progress toward its stated goal of develop¬ 
ing a nuclear weapon that could target the 
U.S. mainland with a steady drumbeat of 
missile tests, including three ICBMs. 

Kim declared his nation had completed 
its nuclear force after the most recent 
launch in late November. 

“Kim is obviously in a more confident 
place than he’s been thus far in his rule,” 
Ford said. “His ability to declare success 
in building a strong nuclear deterrent 
bolsters his legitimacy and credibility at 
home while also giving him the confidence 
to pivot to a more conciliatory stance 
internationally.” 

The North is also believed to be suffer¬ 
ing from the effects of biting international 
economic sanctions after Trump’s admin¬ 
istration tightened the noose and pressured 
its main benefactor, China, to do more to 
implement the measures. 

gamel.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamel 














Monday, April 30,2018 


Stars and Stripes 




Page? 


WAR ON TERRORISM 


Building up Afghan 
commando force 
could hurt army 



Sgt. Felix FiGUEROA/Courtesy of the U.S. Army 


Afghan soldiers must undergo 14 weeks of training before they can join Afghan commando units. 


By Dan Lamothe 

The Washington Post 

CAMP COMMANDO, Af¬ 
ghanistan — A m^or buildup of 
Afghanistan’s commando force, 
part of a strategy to fight insur¬ 
gents who contest or control near¬ 
ly half of the country’s districts, 
could have a detrimental effect on 
conventional army units, already 
beaten down by years of combat, 
corruption and desertion. 

The plan, announced last year, 
calls for the number of comman¬ 
dos to nearly double from about 
11,700 to 23,300 by 2020. There 
will be at least 14,000 by the end of 
April, after current classes com¬ 
plete their 14 weeks of training, 
said Army Col. Larry Niedring- 
haus, the U.S. Special Forces 
officer in charge of an advisory 
group involved in training. 

Afghan President Ashraf Ghani 
formed the plan with Pentagon 
backing in an effort to invest in 
Afghan units with a track record 
of success. While conventional 
Afghan military and police units 
have often struggled with the 
Taliban in combat, the comman¬ 
dos are generally seen as more 
prestigious and effective on the 
battlefield. 

But as more Afghan soldiers 
are sent to commando school after 
basic training, fewer of them are 
available to fill holes in the con¬ 
ventional Afghan army units. 

“It’s always a point of discussion 
over how many we can get from 
KMTC and how much the Afghan 
National Army gets from KMTC,” 
said Army Lt. Col. Karl Johnson, 
a U.S. Special Forces officer in¬ 
volved in training commandos, 
using an acronym for the Kabul 
Military Training Center. “That’s 
always a point of negotiation.” 


The shortage of soldiers has 
manifested in the Afghan Na¬ 
tional Army’s 215th Corps with 
fewer than 10,000 soldiers serv¬ 
ing in a force that is designed to 
have 18,500. The unit, based in 
Helmand province, is locked in 
a fierce fight with the Taliban 
in a region where there is no Af¬ 
ghan military presence in some 
districts. The top Afghan com¬ 
mander there, Mgj. Gen. Wali 
Mohammad Ahmadzai, said he 
has been promised 2,000 more by 
the Afghan government, but it is 
not clear if or when they will ar¬ 
rive. He considers himself about 
5,000 soldiers short. 

The plan to add commandos also 
includes sending existing units 
known as Mobile Strike Force 
vehicle brigades to commando 
school. While those soldiers are 
receiving better training, their 
assignment as commandos does 
not increase the overall size of 
Afghanistan’s military. 

“I won’t say we cheated,” 
Niedringhaus said. “But the way 
we were able to rapidly double is 
by reflagging existing units.” 

Commando growth was one of 
four goals identified by Ghani last 
year as he released a new “road 
map” for Afghan forces. It called 
for dramatically expanding the 
number of Special Operations 
troops, removing senior Afghan 
commanders proven to be in¬ 
effective, placing some police 
forces under the control of the 
Afghan Ministry of Defense and 
doing more to counter corruption 
in the Afghan ranks. 

Ghani wanted the Afghan mili¬ 
tary to be able to carry out more 
offensive operations against the 
Taliban beginning this year and 
for Afghan forces “to cover the 
preponderance of the population 


by 2020, compelling the Taliban 
to seek reconciliation,” according 
to a Pentagon report released last 
June. 

Doing so would require govern¬ 
ment troops to rapidly improve 
and expand their ability to hold 
terrain. A U.S. military assess¬ 
ment said that, as of October 2017, 
about 56 percent of the country’s 
407 districts were under Afghan 
government control or influence. 
Fourteen percent were under 
insurgent control or influence, 
and 30 percent were considered 
contested, with no side clearly in 
charge. 

But U.S. and Afghan officers 
see some reasons for hope in 
changes Ghani has made. 

In one significant move, the Af¬ 
ghan Border Police and Afghan 
National Civil Order Police were 
separated from the Ministry of 
Interior Affairs to the Ministry of 
Defense, taking on the new names 
Afghan Border Force and Afghan 
National Civil Order Force in the 
process. The effort has put police 
units with a mixed track record 
holding their own against the Tal¬ 
iban under the control of senior 
military officers, who will decide 
how they are deployed. 

The Afghan government also 


recently promoted the command¬ 
er of the Afghan National Army 
Special Operations Command, Lt. 
Gen. Bismillah Waziri, to his pres¬ 
ent rank. The advancement puts 
him on equal or superior footing 
with Afghanistan’s senior regional 
military commands, an important 
distinction as the Afghan mihtary 
attempts to get away from years of 
commandos being ordered to per¬ 
form conventional missions like 
security at checkpoints. 

Waziri said in an interview that 
commandos will be used in offen¬ 
sive operations, such as raids to 
capture senior militant leaders. 
The expansion of the commandos 
is going well, he said, but he did 
not comment on how the growth 
affects conventional Afghan units. 

Commando training takes 
place at a base a few miles south 
of Kabul that also includes Camp 
Morehead, an American Special 
Forces camp. During an April 10 
visit, prospective Afghan com¬ 
mandos could be seen preparing to 
counter ambushes while operating 
from Humvees, carrying rubber 
tires up and down a mountainside 
path to improve their condition¬ 
ing, and maneuvering through 
a shoot house where they learn 
close-quarters battle tactics. 


Niedringhaus, the commander 
of the ANASOC Special Opera¬ 
tions Advisory Group, said that 
prospective Afghan commandos 
must first complete a three-year 
enlistment with the Afghan Na¬ 
tional Army. They then go through 
counterintelligence screening to 
ensure that they do not have ties 
to militant groups. About 10 per¬ 
cent of potential commandos are 
eliminated through the screen¬ 
ing, including some who have 
previously served in the Afghan 
National Army, he said. 

The first class of Mobile Strike 
Force soldiers with commando 
training will graduate May 1, be¬ 
coming a newly designated Cobra 
Strike Force, Niedringhaus said. 
One Cobra Strike Force unit will 
be assigned to the eastern and 
northern parts of the country, 
with the other focused on the west 
and the south. 

The training has stressed using 
armored vehicles in offensive 
operations, after years of com¬ 
plaints from Afghan soldiers and 
independent analysts that they 
were not used effectively. 

“The only reason they should be 
on the road is to get to their target,” 
Niedringhaus said. “Then they’re 
fighting from it as a platform.” 
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VETERANS 


Veteran groups seek end to 
'tumultuous chapter' at VA 


By Nikki Wentling 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — As Wash¬ 
ington roiled last week over alle¬ 
gations raised against Rear Adm. 
Ronny Jackson, the failed nomi¬ 
nee for secretary of the Depart¬ 
ment of Veterans Affairs, Vietnam 
veteran Garry Augustine was in 
Potomac, Md., with leaders of the 
VA’s vast health care system. 

Augustine, a longtime veterans 
advocate and director of Disabled 
American Veterans, described a 
scene at the meeting that sharply 
contrasted with the turmoil sur¬ 
rounding Jackson’s nomination. 

“They’re focused on doing what 
they need to do,” he said. “No 
hospitals have closed their doors, 
appeals are getting resolved, vet¬ 
erans are getting buried in the 
cemeteries — the VA continues to 
move forward, even with all the 
controversy about the secretary.” 

However, Augustine and other 
veterans worry the tumult will 
leave Americans with a negative 
impression of the VA — one that 
will endure far longer than the 
few days that it took for Jackson’s 
nomination to capsize. To pre¬ 
vent any more damage and delay, 
lawmakers and veterans groups 
are calling on President Donald 
Trump to accept their input be¬ 
fore naming his next nominee. 

They’re imploring the White 
House for stable leadership so 
mgjor reform efforts at the agen¬ 
cy, now stalled, can be revived. 

“We’re not asking for a thumbs- 
up or thumbs-down on individual 
people. We’re not offering up a list 
of names or anything like that,” 
AMVETS director Joe Chenelly 
said. “What we’re asking for is 
the White House to let us present 
what we think are some impor¬ 
tant characteristics.” 

Little-known nominee 

Mgjor veterans organizations 
have traditionally offered input 
during the selection process for 
VA secretary nominees, Augus¬ 
tine and Chenelly said. 

But Jackson’s nomination, an¬ 
nounced by Trump over Twitter, 
came as a surprise. Jackson is a 
White House physician assigned 
specifically to the president. Most 
people knew him only from his 
briefing to White House report¬ 
ers in January, when he described 
Trump’s “excellent health” and 
praised his genes. 

“I think for a lot of us, most of 
our contact with him had mostly 
been when he came out and gave 
the president’s medical results,” 
American Legion Executive Di¬ 
rector Verna Jones said. 

Chenelly’s first reaction when 
Trump tapped Jackson for the job 
was, “We don’t know this guy.” 

“When the Tweet came out, we 
had had no opportunity to express 
ourselves, no engagement before 
that happened,” Chenelly said. 

John Rowan, president of Viet¬ 
nam Veterans of America, called 
Jackson an “unknown quantity.” 


Some veterans groups were 
concerned with Jackson’s lack of 
management experience and his 
ability to take leadership of the 
second-largest federal agency, 
with more than 375,000 employ¬ 
ees and a nearly $200 billion bud¬ 
get. Many of them were looking 
toward his confirmation hearing 
to learn what he knew about the 
VA. 

But the hearing was abruptly 
postponed Tuesday by the Re¬ 
publican and Democratic leaders 
of the Senate Veterans’ Affairs 
Committee, who had received 
damning allegations about Jack- 
son from 23 of his current and 
former colleagues in the White 
House Medical Unit. 

More details of those allega¬ 
tions were revealed in subse¬ 
quent days. They raised questions 
about his leadership ability and 
included disputed claims that he 
got drunk on duty and that he im¬ 
properly dispensed prescription 
medications. 

Jackson’s bid for VA secretary 
lasted less than a month. 

When Jackson withdrew from 
consideration as VA secretary 
early Thursday morning, he de¬ 
scribed the accusations as “false 
and fabricated.” 

“Going into this process, I ex¬ 
pected tough questions about how 
to best care for our veterans, but 
I did not expect to have to dignify 
baseless and anonymous attacks 
on my character and integrity,” 
Jackson said in a statement. 

Trump supported Jackson 
through the week and on Thurs¬ 
day blamed his failed nomination 
on “obstructionist” Democrats. 

Democrats placed blame on the 
White House for not catching any 
of the problems during their vet¬ 
ting of Jackson. 

Meanwhile, veterans groups 
were trying to move forward. 

Iraq and Afghanistan Veter¬ 
ans of America, known as lAVA, 
called the situation with Jackson 
a “painful and tumultuous chap¬ 
ter” for the VA — part of a “vola¬ 
tile, damaging saga” that doesn’t 
have a clear end. 

“Our veterans are simply look¬ 
ing for a competent, proven and 
dynamic leader with integrity 
that can lead our nation forward 
out of this storm of darkness and 
into a brighter future,” the lAVA 
wrote in a statement. 

Veterans weigh in 

Trump told Fox & Friends on 
Thursday morning that he already 
had another nominee in mind. He 
said the person had “political ca¬ 
pabilities” but declined to name 
the individual. 

In a flood of statements. Demo¬ 
crats and veterans groups urged 
Trump to listen to their input 
before making a decision. Viet¬ 
nam Veterans of America asked 
Trump to “not rush to judgment” 
for the next nominee. 

“Now would be an excellent 
time for the president to seek 


input from the congressionally 
chartered veterans’ service orga¬ 
nizations before naming his next 
nominee to lead the VA, a depart¬ 
ment that is critical to the health 
and well-being of all veterans and 
our families,” Rowan said. 

Questions have been raised 
recently about what mix of expe¬ 
riences and attributes a VA sec¬ 
retary should have to succeed in 
the job. 

Since the VA became a Cabinet- 
level department in 1989, there 
have been nine secretaries and 
four acting secretaries, includ¬ 
ing an Army general, a company 
president, a health care executive 
and a US. ambassador. 

Former VA Secretary Bob Mc¬ 
Donald had retired as CEO of 
Proctor & Gamble when former 
President Barack Obama nomi¬ 
nated him to the Cabinet position 
in 2014. In an interview Thursday 
night on MSNBC, McDonald said 
the next VA secretary should be 
someone with experience leading 
a large organization. Moreover, 
the agency needs consistency, he 
said. 

“If the VA were a Fortune 100 
company, it would be Fortune 
9. It would be the ninth largest 
company in this country,” Mc¬ 
Donald said. “I auditioned for 29 
years before I became the CEO of 
Proctor & Gamble. It’s lunatic to 
think that you can put a new CEO 
in every four years or eight years 
and drive sustained success.” 

Augustine said he simply 
would like to see a nominee with 
a breadth of knowledge about the 
VA who understands it is more 
than just a health care system. 
The VA is responsible for distrib¬ 
uting millions of dollars in ben¬ 
efits each month to veterans and 
their families, and it manages 
135 veterans cemeteries across 
the country, among its other 
responsibilities. 

“The VA takes care of veterans 
in all aspects of life, and I think 
anybody who is considered for that 
position should be knowledgeable 
about that,” Augustine said. 

Like McDonald, Augustine 
said the nominee “should have 
experience running a large 
organization.” 

Management experience was 
also on VFW Executive Director 
Bob Wallace’s wish list for a new 
nominee. 

“Someone who will hold them¬ 
selves as well as their staff ac¬ 
countable for their actions,” he 
said. 

Chenelly urged Trump to look 
outside his personal circle for the 
next nominee. He also pushed 
for the White House to include 
women in its search. A woman 
has never been nominated to the 
job. 

When Jackson was still being 
considered for the job, veterans 
groups wondered which groups 
or individuals he would allow to 
influence his decisions. 

SEE GROUPS ON PAGE 9 


VA secretaries since the 9/11 terrorist attacks 


Anthony Principi 


■ January 2001 to January 2005 

■ Confirmed by the Senate 100-0 

■ Occupation when nominated; 
president of QTC Medical Services Inc. 

■ Resigned 


Jim Nicholson 


■ January 2005 to October 2007 

■ Confirmed by Senate voice vote 

■ Occupation when nominated: 

U.S. ambassador to the Holy See (the Vatican) 

■ Resigned amid scrutiny of poor medical care 
at Walter Reed Army Medical Center 


Gordon Mansfield, acting 


■ October 2007 to December 2007 

■ Occupation when appointed acting secretary: 
deputy secretary of Veterans Affairs 

■ Stepped down when permanent secretary 
was confirmed 


James Peake 


■ December 2007 to January 2009 

■ Confirmed by Senate voice vote 

■ Occupation when nominated: chief operating 
officer of QTC Medical Services Inc. 

■ Replaced during presidential transition 


Eric Shinseki 


■ January 2009 to May 2014 

■ Confirmed by Senate voice vote 

■ Occupation when nominated: 
vice chief of staff of the Army 

■ Resigned amid VA wait-time scandal 


Sloan Gibson, act 


■ May 2014 to July 2014 

■ Occupation when appointed acting secretary: 
deputy secretary of Veterans Affairs 

■ Stepped down when permanent secretary was 
confirmed 


Bob McDonald 


■ July 2014 to January 2017 

■ Confirmed by Senate 97-0 

■ Occupation when nominated: 

retired chairman, president and CEO of 
Proctor & Gamble 

■ Replaced during presidential transition 


Robert Snyder, acting 


■ January 2017 to February 2017 

■ Occupation when appointed acting secretary: 
Veterans Affairs chief of staff 

■ Stepped down when permanent secretary 
was confirmed 


David Shulkin 


■ February 2017 to March 2018 

■ Confirmed by Senate 100-0 

■ Occupation when nominated: 

Veterans Affairs under secretary for health 

■ Fired amid infighting with political appointees 


Robert Wilkie, acting 


■ March 2018 to present 

■ Occupation when appointed acting secretary: 
Defense Department under secretary of 
personnel and readiness 



SOURCE: Stars and Stripes 
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Who's next? Possible picks for VA secretary 


By Nikki Wentling 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Rear Adm. Ronny 
Jackson, a White House physician, with¬ 
drew Thursday from consideration as 
secretary of the Department of Veterans 
Affairs, leaving the big question: Who’s 
next? 

Here are some possible contenders. 

■ Jeff Miller. Jeff Miller’s name has 
been floated as a potential VA secretary 
nominee since President Donald Trump 
was elected, and it emerged again Thurs¬ 
day quickly after Jackson withdrew. 

Miller, 58, a former Republican repre¬ 
sentative from Florida, retired from Con¬ 
gress in 2016 after eight terms. He was 
chairman of the House Committee on Vet¬ 
erans’ Affairs for six years during former 
President Barack Obama’s administration, 
and in that role became known as a harsh 
critic of the VA who despised wrongdoing 
by the agency’s employees. 

■ Robert Wilkie. At an event arranged 
by the Wounded Warrior Project on Thurs¬ 


day, Trump praised Robert Wilkie, whom 
he tapped in March to lead the VA until the 
Senate confirms a permanent secretary. 
Wilkie, 55, came to the VA from the Penta¬ 
gon, where he worked as undersecretary of 
personnel and readiness. 

There were initially doubts about wheth¬ 
er Trump had the authority to appoint 
Wilkie as acting secretary, bypassing VA 
Deputy Secretary Tom Bowman, who was 
next in the chain-of-command. But critics 
appear to have retreated on the issue. 

“Wilkie has stabilized things at the cen¬ 
tral office,” said Garry Augustine, director 
of Disabled American Veterans. 

Joe Chenelly, director of AMVETS, ini¬ 
tially called on Trump to remove Wilkie 
amid the confusion about whether Wilkie 
should legally be running the agency. In an 
apparent turnaround Thursday, Chenelly 
said, “We like Wilkie.” 

“We’re happy Wilkie has kept Bowman 
on,” he said. “If it’s going to be Wilkie, then 
nominate Wilkie.” 

■ Pete Hegseth. Like Miller, Pete Hegs- 


eth was a contender for VA secretary when 
Trump was making his first selection. 

Hegseth, 37, is an Iraq War veteran, a 
weekend co-host on Fox & Friends, and 
the former CEO of the conservative group 
Concerned Veterans for America, part of 
the Koch brothers’ political network. 

CVA has gained influence and access 
since Trump took office, and the presi¬ 
dent has reportedly taken Hegseth’s opin¬ 
ion on VA matters into consideration. The 
Washington Post reported last month that 
Trump called Hegseth during a meeting 
with former VA Secretary David Shulkin 
to ask his input on legislation that would 
reform how the VA handles private-sector 
medical care. 

■ A woman? In a public statement 
Thursday, Chenelly implored the White 
House to include women in its search for 
the next nominee. 

Since the VA became a Cabinet-level 
department in 1989, there have been nine 
secretaries and four acting secretaries, 
none of whom was a women. 


“It’s important that he considers women 
in this position,” Chenelly said. “There are 
really good candidates out there who are 
women.” 

According to the latest VA data, women 
veterans comprise almost 10 percent of the 
veteran population in the United States, 
and that number is growing. A recent 
study from the National Academy of Sci¬ 
ences, Engineering and Medicine shed 
light on cultural barriers keeping female 
veterans from accessing the VA, including 
that they’re often mistaken for spouses or 
cat-called in waiting rooms. 

Last year, the veterans community saw 
a rise of female veterans into leadership 
positions — two of the largest veterans ser¬ 
vice organizations are now led by women. 

During Trump’s transition into the 
presidency, at least one woman was under 
consideration for the job of VA secretary 
— Sarah Palin, the former governor of 
Alaska and the Republican vice presiden¬ 
tial nominee in 2008. 

wentling.nikki@stripes.com 
Twitter: @nikkiwentiing 


Groups: Lack of permanent leadership at 
VA causes concern, makes reform difficult 



Evan Vucci/AP 


Then-Veterans Affairs Secretary David Shulkin, right, and White 
House physician Dr. Ronny Jackson, left, watch as President Donald 
Trump talks with a patient during a Veterans Affairs Department 
“telehealth” event at the White House on Aug. 3. 
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Concerned Veterans for Amer¬ 
ica, a conservative group that’s 
part of the Koch brothers’ po¬ 
litical network, has gained more 
prominence under the Trump 
administration and often clash¬ 
es with older and more estab¬ 
lished veterans organizations in 
Washington. 

The Independence Fund is 
an advocacy organization that 
— similar to CVA — advocates 
for more use of private-sector 
health care. In a short statement, 
the group said the next VA secre¬ 
tary “must share the president’s 
vision to maximize choice for 
veterans.” 

Reform stalled by turmoil 

The same day that Jackson 
withdrew his nomination. Trump 
appeared at an event organized 
by the Wounded Warrior Project 
and called on Congress to ap¬ 
prove legislation reforming the 
VA program that allows veterans 
to receive private-sector medical 
care. 

“And now we’re going to go for 
Choice, and we’re going to get 
choice,” Trump said. “And that’s 
another one that I’ve wanted right 
from the beginning. And we’ll get 
that done, too.” 

The debate over the program, 
called VA Choice, has been long 


and contentious, and former VA 
Secretary David Shulkin blamed 
it for his ouster in March. He said 
some political appointees at the 
VA viewed him as an “obstacle to 
privatization.” 

Lawmakers and veterans ad¬ 
vocates agree the VA Choice 
program needs to be fixed, but 
there’s disagreement over how far 
veterans’ care should be pushed 
into the private sector. The crux 
of the debate is whether the VA 
should remain the gatekeeper to 
decide who goes into the private 
market and when. Many veterans 
organizations believe “unfettered 
choice” would erode VA resourc¬ 
es and eventually dismantle the 
agency. 

The Choice program, rife with 
funding issues, is expected to 
run out of money the first week 
of June unless Congress acts. In 
a statement Wednesday evening, 
VA Press Secretary Curt Cashour 
said the agency was focused on 
getting legislation passed by Me¬ 
morial Day — May 28. 

The VA statement goes on to 
list the priorities of Robert Wilk¬ 
ie, who came from the Defense 
Department to fill in as acting 
VA secretary until a nominee 
makes it through the confirma¬ 
tion process. Wilkie’s main goal is 
to “restore regular order” to the 
agency, Cashour said. 

Cashour asserted the VA’s new 
leadership is now “firmly aligned 


with President Trump and his 
priorities.” Those employees who 
“were wedded to the status quo 
and not on board with this ad¬ 
ministration’s policies or pace of 
change” departed the VA, he said. 

The American Legion last week 
voiced concern about the lack of 
permanent leadership at the VA. 

In addition to the secretary, 
the undersecretary of health 

— who oversees the agency’s vast 
health care system that provides 
services for 9 million veterans 

— is a temporary appointee. The 
VA’s chief information officer re¬ 
signed April 17. The Senate just 
confirmed Paul Lawrence on 
Thursday as the undersecretary 
of benefits — a position that had 
been without a permanent leader 
since October 2015. 

The lineup of temporary lead¬ 
ers makes real reform across the 
VA more difficult, Chenelly said. 

Questions have been raised 
about the planned moderniza¬ 
tion of the VA’s electronic health 
record — a multibillion-dollar 
project. Shulkin spearheaded 
the effort and was in contract 
negotiations with Corner Corp. 
when Trump fired him in March. 
Cashour said one of Wilkie’s top 
priorities is to finalize a decision 
on the electronic health record. 
The VA has refused to comment 
on the progress of the contract 
negotiations. 

Also, the status remains un¬ 


clear on an executive order that 
Trump signed in January that 
directed the VA, Defense Depart¬ 
ment and Department of Home¬ 
land Security to develop a plan to 
combat veteran suicide. Shulkin 
said he would undertake an effort 
to provide mental health care to 
veterans for one year after they 
transition out of military service. 

The agencies were supposed 
to develop a plan by March 9 and 
implement it during the follow¬ 
ing 180 days. Shulkin was fired 
March 28. 

There are other issues that 
need to be addressed, from bat¬ 
tles in Congress over expanding 
benefits for veteran caregivers 


to how the VA is implementing 
mqjor changes to the GI Bill. Be¬ 
fore employees can “buy in” to 
changes and Congress can work 
on new ones, the VA needs a per¬ 
manent leader, Chenelly argued. 

“These people need stability,” 
he said. “No one is going to buy 
in to reform until they know this 
is going to stick and there’s going 
to be a leader to see it through. 
Same for Congress — Congress 
isn’t going to fully buy in to these 
bills coming forward until they 
know the person who’s going to 
be leading the VA.” 

wentling.nikki@stripes.com 
Twitter: @nikkiwentling 
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MILITARY _ 

200 Calif. Guard 
members headed 
to Mexico border 


U.S. and Jordanian forces respond to scenarios in a joint drill on Thursday in a training area near 
the town of Zarqa, east of Jordan’s capital, Amman. The drill is part of the annual Eager Lion military 
exercise, which includes scenarios ranging from border security to counterterrorism and a simulated 
chemical incident. 


Program simplifies student debt 
forgiveness for disabled veterans 


By Jason Behnke 
Stars and Stripes 

Tens of thousands of disabled veterans should 
receive a letter letting them know that they are eli¬ 
gible to have their student loan debt forgiven over 
the next few months, federal officials said in a state¬ 
ment earlier this month. 

Totally and permanently disabled veterans have 
been able to have student debt wiped clean for years. 
However, in 2016 the Department of Education and 
the Social Security Administration found 387,000 
federal student loan borrowers who were eligible to 
have their debt forgiven, totaling $7.7 billion. They 
also found out that half of those borrowers were in 
default on those loans. 


“Simplifying the loan forgiveness process and 
proactively identifying veterans with federal stu¬ 
dent loans who may be eligible for a discharge is a 
small but critical way we can show our gratitude for 
veterans’ service,” U.S. Education Secretary Betsy 
DeVos said in a statement. 

Beginning this month, the Department of Edu¬ 
cation will search their database of borrowers who 
have federal student loans or aid from the Teacher 
Education Assistance for College and Higher Edu¬ 
cation grant program. They’ll match the data with 
the Department of Veterans Affairs database, then 
send a letter and a disability form to those veterans 
identified. 


Suspicious person prompts base shutdown 


By Alene Tchekmedyian 
Los Angeles Times 

The National Guard is heading 
to the Califomia-Mexico border 
this week in what marks the first 
deployment under California 
Gov. Jerry Brown’s deal with the 
Trump administration to beef up 
border security. 

About 200 Guard members 
were expected to arrive at Camp 
Roberts in Central California 
on Saturday for training before 
deploying to El Centro and San 
Diego in the middle of this week, 
Lt. Col. Thomas W. Keegan said 
in a statement. 

“This mission will focus on 
combating transnational criminal 
gangs, human traffickers and ille¬ 
gal firearm and drug smugglers,” 
Keegan said, adding that person¬ 
nel will provide counter-drug 
surveillance, gather intelligence, 
monitor cameras and install and 
operate equipment. 

Guard members will not en¬ 
force immigration laws, nor 
will they help construct a bor¬ 
der wall during the deployment, 
which will run through Septem¬ 
ber. Brown and federal officials 
agreed to those terms this month 
after President Donald Trump 
requested that the nation’s bor¬ 


der governors increase security 
along the border. 

“This will not be a mission to 
build a new wall,” Brown wrote 
in a letter to Homeland Security 
Secretary Kirstjen Nielsen and 
Defense Secretary Jim Mattis. 
“It will not be a mission to round 
up women and children or detain 
people escaping violence and 
seeking a better life. And the Cal¬ 
ifornia National Guard will not 
be enforcing federal immigration 
laws.” 

About 55 Guard members are 
already helping fight illegal drug 
trafficking, manufacturing and 
distribution along the border in 
California. 

Trump is the third consecu¬ 
tive president to ask for National 
Guard assistance along the U.S.- 
Mexico border. President George 
W. Bush used assistance from 
the states to deploy 6,400 troops 
for a two-year period beginning 
in 2006, and President Barack 
Obama authorized 1,200 troops in 
2010. Former California Gov. Ar¬ 
nold Schwarzenegger approved 
the use of Guard troops in both 
instances, though he rejected one 
request from Bush in 2006, citing 
the need to keep servicemembers 
available for potential wildfires 
or earthquakes. 


By Caitlin Doornbos 
Stars and Stripes 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, 
Japan — A nearly hourlong gate 
shutdown caused confusion and 
backed up traffic Thursday af¬ 
ternoon at the home of the Navy’s 
7th Fleet. 

The incident began about 3 
p.m. when a Japanese policeman 
serving as a gate security officer 
noticed a local man behaving sus¬ 
piciously outside the installation’s 
main entrance, a Yokosuka Po¬ 


lice Department spokesman told 
Stars and Stripes. 

The officer stopped the man 
and later took him to a police sta¬ 
tion to be interviewed after deter¬ 
mining he was “not in a normal 
state,” the spokesman said. 

The base closed all its gates 
around 4 p.m. as officials inves¬ 
tigated the incident, blocking 
people from coming and going by 
vehicle or foot. Gates remained 
closed until about 4:45 p.m., back¬ 
ing up traffic significantly. 

As the situation played out. 


rumors spread on social media 
that someone had driven a van 
through one of the gates. 

Officials later determined 
there was no criminal nature to 
the incident and the man was not 
trying to intrude onto the base, 
Yokosuka police said. 

Base spokesman Jim O’Donnell 
said there was no threat to public 
safety. 

Stars and Stripes reporter Hana 
Kusumoto contributed to this report. 
doornbos.caitlindJstripes.com 
Twitter: ©CaitlinDoornbos 


Tiffany Wilson races to her husband, seaman Antonio Wilson, as 
the U.S. Navy Los Angeles-class attack submarine USS San Juan 
returned to the navy submarine base in Groton, Conn., on Friday. 
The San Juan made port calls in Faslane, Scotland and Rota, Spain, 
during the deployment to the U.S. European Command area of 
responsibility. 
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Supporters listen to President Donald Trump speak at a rally Saturday in Washington Township, Mich. 

Trump goes after Democrats 
at campaign rally in Michigan 

By Kevin Freeing 


Drugmakers push 
back on calls to 
put tax on opioids 


WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP, 
Mich. — President Donald Trump 
took aim at familiar political tar¬ 
gets and added a few fresh ones 
during a rally in Michigan, a Mid¬ 
west state crucial in sending him 
to the White House. 

Trump has been urging voters to 
support Repubhcans for Congress 
as a way of advancing his agenda. 
At the rally in Washington Town¬ 
ship, he repeatedly cited Michigan 
Sen. Debbie Stabenow as one of 
the Democrats who needed to be 
voted out. 

After saying Stabenow was 
standing in the way of protecting 
U. S. borders and had voted against 
tax cuts. Trump said: “And you 
people just keep putting her back 
again and again and again. It’s 
your fault.” 

Earlier Saturday, Trump tweet¬ 
ed criticism of Sen. Jon Tester, D- 
Mont., over his role in the failed 
nomination of White House doctor 


Ronny Jackson to run the Depart¬ 
ment of Veterans Affairs, calling 
for Tester to resign or at least not 
be re-elected this fall. 

In Michigan, Trump railed 
against the allegations Tester 
aired against Jackson and sug¬ 
gested he could take a similar tack 
against the senator. 

Trump promoted top agenda 
items that energize conservatives: 
appointing conservative judges, 
building a wall on the U.S.-Mexico 
border, ending “sanctuary cities” 
and protecting tax cuts approved 
by the Repubhcan-led Congress. 
He also took credit for the warm¬ 
ing relations between North and 
South Korea. 

Trump chose a friendly venue 
for his rally, which not coinciden¬ 
tally came the same night as the 
annual White House Correspon¬ 
dents’ Dinner. He skipped the din¬ 
ner last year. 

“While Washington, Michigan, 
was a big success, Washington, 
D.C., just didn’t work. Everyone 
is talking about the fact that the 


White House Correspondents 
Dinner was a very big, boring bust 
... the so-called comedian really 
‘bombed,’” Trump asserted on 
Twitter. 

That barb was directed at Mi¬ 
chelle Wolf, who provided the 
after-dinner entertainment and 
whose performance was surpris¬ 
ingly racy. After one crass joke 
drew groans from the audience. 
Wolf laughed and said, “Yeah, 
shoulda done more research be¬ 
fore you got me to do this.” 

Trump, in his remarks at the 
rally, repeatedly weaved back into 
immigration and his support for a 
border wall. He accused Demo¬ 
crats of not wanting to secure the 
border and keep violent criminals 
out of the country. 

“Debbie Stabenow is one of the 
leaders for weak borders and let¬ 
ting people in. I don’t know how 
she gets away with it,” Trump said. 
“A vote for a Democrat in Novem¬ 
ber is a vote for open borders and 
crime. It’s very simple. It’s also a 
vote for much higher taxes.” 


By Geoff Mulvihill 
AND Kyle Potter 
Associated Press 

ST. PAUL, Minn. — Facing a 
rising death toll from drug over¬ 
doses, state lawmakers across the 
country are testing a strategy to 
boost treatment for opioid addicts: 
force drug manufacturers and 
their distributors to pay for it. 

Bills introduced in at least 15 
states would impose taxes or fees 
on prescription painkillers. Sever¬ 
al of the measures have bipartisan 
support and would funnel milhons 
of dollars toward treatment and 
prevention programs. 

In Montana, state Sen. Roger 
Webb, a Republican, sees the ap¬ 
proach as a way to hold drugmak¬ 
ers accountable for an overdose 
epidemic that in 2016 claimed 
42,000 hves in the U.S., a record. 

“You’re creating the problem,” 
he said. “You’re going to fix it.” 

Opioids include prescription 
painkillers like Vicodin and Oxy- 
Contin as well as illegal drugs like 
heroin and illicit versions of fen- 
tanyl. Experts say the crisis start¬ 
ed because of overprescribing and 
aggressive marketing of the drugs 
that began in the 1990s. 

A Pennsylvania opioid tax bill 
was introduced in 2015, and a 
federal version was introduced a 
year later, but most of the propos¬ 
als arose during the past year. The 
majority have yet to get very far, 
with lawmakers facing pressure 
from the pharmaceutical industry 
to scuttle or soften the legislation. 

Drugmakers and distributors 
argue it would be wrong to tax 
prescription drugs, that the cost 
increases would be absorbed by 
patients or taxpayers, and that 
there are other ways to pay for ad¬ 
diction treatment and prevention. 

“We have been engaged with 
states to help move forward 
comprehensive solutions to this 
complex public health crisis and 
in many cases have seen suc¬ 
cesses,” Priscilla VanderVeer, a 
spokeswoman for Pharmaceuti¬ 
cal Research and Manufacturers 
of America, said in a statement. 
“However, we do not believe levy¬ 
ing a tax on prescribed medicines 
that meet legitimate medical 
needs is an appropriate funding 
mechanism for a state’s budget.” 

The pharmaceutical industry 
has emphasized the name-brand 
drug companies that make up its 
members already give rebates to 
states for drugs funded by Med¬ 
icaid. Those rebates amount to 
billions of dollars nationwide that 
states could use to address opioid 
addiction, the trade group says. 

Legislation to tax opioids comes 
as manufacturers and distributors 
are defending themselves in hun¬ 
dreds of lawsuits filed by state and 
local governments seeking dam¬ 
ages for the toll the overdose epi¬ 
demic has taken on communities. 


David Humes, whose son died 
from a heroin overdose in 2012, 
has been pushing for an opioid 
tax in Delaware, which did not in¬ 
crease funding for addiction treat¬ 
ment last year. 

“When you think about the fact 
that each year more people are 
dying, if you leave the money the 
same, you’re not keeping up with 
this pubhc health crisis,” he said. 

Humes, a board member of 
the advocacy group AtTAck Ad¬ 
diction, supports legislation that 
would dedicate opioid tax revenue 
for addiction services. 

The lead sponsor of an opioids 
tax bill, state Sen. Stephanie Han¬ 
sen, said drug companies told her 
they already were contributing 
$500,000 to anti-addiction mea¬ 
sures in Delaware, where there 
were 282 fatal overdoses from all 
drugs in 2016, a 40 percent in¬ 
crease from the year before. 

“My response is, ‘That’s won¬ 
derful, but we’re not stopping 
there,”’ said Hansen, a Democrat. 

She said if her tax measure had 
been in place last year it would 
have raised more than $9 million. 

The drug industry’s current 
spending on anti-addiction pro¬ 
grams has been a point of conten¬ 
tion in the Minnesota Legislature. 
There, the overdose rate is lower 
than in most states, but opioids 
still claimed 395 lives in 2016. 

State Rep. Dave Baker, a Repub¬ 
lican whose son died of a heroin 
overdose after getting started on 
prescription painkillers, said opi¬ 
oid manufacturers and distribu¬ 
tors should pay for drug programs 
separately. He said the rebate 
— about $250 million in 2016 in 
Minnesota — is intended to make 
up for overcharging for drugs in 
the first place. 

Drug companies have a history 
of digging in to defeat measures 
that are intended to combat the 
opioid crisis. A 2016 investigation 
by The Associated Press and the 
Center for Public Integrity found 
makers of opioids and their allies 
spent $880 million on politics and 
lobbying from 2006 through 2015. 


We do not 
believe levying a 
tax on prescribed 
medicines that 
meet legitimate 
medical needs is an 
appropriate funding 
mechanism for a 
state’s budget, f 

Priscilla VanderVeer 

spokeswoman for Pharmaceutical 
Research and Manufacturers of 
America 


Death of teen who was trapped in minivan 
is spurring action by officials in Cincinnati 


By Dan Sewell 
Associated Press 

CINCINNATI — While it’s too late for Kyle Plush, 
the 16-year-old boy’s death after being trapped in a 
minivan is getting attention and bringing change. 

Cincinnati’s acting city manager said he’ll present 
an “action plan” to City Council members Monday 
for improving the emergency center while police 
are expected to wrap up their internal investigation 
into the failed response to the teen’s two 911 calls for 
help April 10 while parked near his school. 

The acting city manager, Patrick Duhaney, suc¬ 
ceeds a city manager, Harry Black, who resigned 
April 21 after a councilman dissatisfied with his re¬ 
sponse to 911 center issues said he would provide 
the swing vote to fire him as the mayor wanted to do, 
ending a weekslong political standoff at City Hall. 
Duhaney said immediately that he would make the 
emergency center high priority. 

The City Council last week approved $454,000 for 
more staffing, upgrading technology and other im¬ 
provements. The center has been plagued for years 


with staffing, workplace and operational problems, 
which have been spotlighted since Plush’s death. 

The City Council held a five-hour special meeting 
April 17, interrupted near the end when members 
of Plush’s family, including his father, Ron, stormed 
out after Councilman Wendell Young said “there’s 
no amount of money that’s going to make you happy.” 
Kyle’s uncle shouted that the suggestion the family 
was there for money was “the most insensitive thing 
I’ve ever heard.” Young apologized the next day. 

Kyle Plush’s father found the teen’s body nearly 
six hours after he first called 911 to report he was 
trapped and was “going to die here” without rescue. 
He was trapped by a rear seat and the coroner ruled 
he died from asphyxiation from chest compression. 

Cincinnati police recently released three-minute 
body camera video from a two-officer team driving 
through the school’s parking lot without getting out 
of their cruiser. Police had said earlier said the of¬ 
ficers searched for 11 minutes but didn’t have the 
vehicle description, a gold Honda Odyssey, that Kyle 
made in his second call. 
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Officials raise alarms as 
more teens turn to vaping 



Steven Senne/AP 


AlS-year-old high school student uses a vaping device near a school 
campus in Cambridge, Mass. 


By Collin Binkley 

Associated Press 

BOSTON — Sneaking a ciga¬ 
rette in the school bathroom? 
How quaint. Today’s teens have 
taken to vaping, an alternative to 
smoking that’s so discreet they 
can do it without even leaving the 
classroom. 

Health and education officials 
across the country are raising 
alarms over wide underage use 
of e-cigarettes and other vaping 
products. 

The devices heat liquid into 
an inhalable vapor that’s sold in 
sugary flavors such as mango 
and mint — and often with the 
addictive drug nicotine. They’re 
marketed to smokers as a safer al¬ 
ternative to traditional cigarettes, 
but officials say they’re making 
their way to teens with surprising 
ease. 

A new wave of smaller vapes 
has swept through schools in re¬ 
cent months, officials say, replac¬ 
ing bulkier e-cigarettes from the 


past. It’s now common in some 
schools to find students crowded 
into bathrooms to vape or per¬ 
forming vape tricks in class. 

“We’ve seen significant in¬ 
creases across the student body,” 
said Robert Keuther, principal at 
Marshfield High School on the 
south shore of Massachusetts. 
“This is not something specific to 
one group of kids. It’s across all 
of my grades, nine to 12. It’s all 
students.” 

Vaping devices are notoriously 
difficult to detect for schools, 
often leaving behind only a quick 
puff of vapor and a light fruity 
scent. Students get away with it in 
bathrooms, halls and even class¬ 
rooms, where some say they ex¬ 
hale the vapor into their shirts. 

Although buying e-cigarettes is 
illegal under age 18 — and some 
states have bumped the mini¬ 
mum age to 21 — students say 
they can buy them online or from 
older friends. Some say there are 
dozens available for sale in school 
hallways at any given time. 


The rise of teen vaping has 
sparked concern among parents, 
politicians and federal health 
authorities, who last week an¬ 
nounced a nationwide crackdown 
on underage sales of e-cigarettes. 

The Food and Drug Adminis¬ 
tration issued a warning to retail 
stores as part of its new opera¬ 
tion against illegal sales. It also 
requested marketing and design 
documents from the maker of 
the Juul, a popular vape product 
that is shaped like a flash drive. 
The agency says it’s looking into 
whether certain features are 
specifically appealing to young 
people. 

The device’s maker said it’s 
intended only for adults trying 
to quit smoking. Its website aims 
to block underage customers, 
and the company said it supports 
legislation to raise the minimum 
age for vaping products to 21 
nationwide. 

But critics say the Juul’s sweet 
flavors and stealthy design seem 
to be aimed at kids. In an April 


18 letter to the FDA, a coalition of 
medical and health groups called 
for a suspension of online sales 
until authorities create stronger 
rules against underage sales. 

At some schools, vaping penal¬ 
ties have been raised to an auto¬ 
matic suspension. Several in New 
Jersey now require drug tests for 
offenders, partly because vapes 
can dispense marijuana. 

Whether schools’ efforts are 
making a broader difference has 


yet to be seen, though. Teen vap¬ 
ing decreased for the first time 
in 2016 after rapidly rising for 
years, according to the Centers 
for Disease Control and Preven¬ 
tion. Updated numbers are ex¬ 
pected in June. 

Medical experts are still trying 
to understand the potential risks 
tied to vaping. Most agree that 
it’s safer than smoking tradition¬ 
al cigarettes, but little is known 
about long-term effects. 


Sheriffs make 
money skimping 
on inmates’ meals 

By Jay Reeves 
Associated Press 

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — In Alabama, the less 
sheriffs spend on feeding inmates, the more money 
they get to put in their pockets. 

For decades, sheriffs have made extra money 
— sometimes hundreds of thousands of dollars — 
under a Depression-era system by feeding prisoners 
for only pennies per meal. Critics say the meals can 
be unhealthy, and a lawsuit against dozens of sher¬ 
iffs combined with media reports about the practice 
threaten to end the one-of-a-kind system. 

Legislators this year approved potential changes 
that would prevent sheriffs in two counties from 
keeping the excess money — including one where 
a former sheriff was jailed after feeding prisoners 
corndogs while pocketing more than $200,000 — and 
wider change is possible. 

Back when chain gangs were common in the late 
1920s, Alabama passed a law that gave sheriffs $1.75 
a day from the state to feed each prisoner, and sher¬ 
iffs got to pocket anything that was left over. 

Jails in most of Alabama’s 67 counties remain on 
the system generations later. Sheriffs also get small 
payments from the state per jail. Some also receive 
payments from cities and the federal government for 
holding prisoners, further boosting income. 

Add up all the money and a dash of frugality, like 
purchasing low-cost grub and accepting donated 
food, and sheriffs can wind up with large profits 
from jailhouse kitchens. 

The Southern Center, which advocates for change 
in the criminal justice system, sued with the non¬ 
profit Alabama Appleseed for Law and Justice in 
January to make 49 sheriffs release information that 
would show how much they are making off jail food. 

Sheriffs have refused, arguing in court that the 
numbers are personal and private. 

Some of the amounts have been revealed. Mon¬ 
roe County Sheriff Tom Tate collected “excess” jail 
feeding funds of $110,458 over three years ending in 
2016 — a tidy amount for a south Alabama county 



Sarah Dudik, Gadsden (Ala.) Times/AP 


Lunches are transported on an elevator to the 
prisoners at Etowah County Detention Center in 
Gadsden, Ala., in 2010. 

with only 22,000 residents and a median family in¬ 
come estimated at $42,335 annually by the Census 
Bureau, according to an accounting turned over to a 
plaintiff’s lawyer. 

In mid-sized Etowah County, where the jail holds 
900 people on average. Sheriff Todd Entrekin re¬ 
cently released tax forms showing he made a profit 
of $672,392 from the jail kitchen in 2015 and 2016. 

Entrekin made the documents public during a 
news conference where he denied malnourishing 
prisoners and denied news reports linking food prof¬ 
its and a beach condominium he and his wife pur¬ 
chased for $740,000 last year. 

Last year, a federal judge held Morgan County 
Sheriff Ana Franklin in contempt and fined her 
$1,000 because she took $160,000 from a jail food ac¬ 
count. She used it to make a personal car loan that 
later failed, court documents showed. 

The judge ruled Franklin’s actions violated an 
agreement reached by former Morgan County Sher¬ 
iff Greg Bartlett, who was briefly held in his own jail 
in 2009 after a federal judge held him in contempt 
for feeding skimpy meals to boost his profit, which 
Bartlett said was $212,000 over three years. Bartlett 
went in with another sheriff to purchase a truckload 
of corndogs for $1,000 and fed them to prisoners for 
weeks, evidence showed. 

Franklin argued she wasn’t bound by Bartlett’s 
agreement, but a court disagreed. 


Trucker missing for days 
emerges from wilderness 


Associated Press 

LA GRANDE, Ore. — A truck¬ 
er who was missing for four days 
in a snow-covered part of Oregon 
after his GPS mapping device sent 
him up the wrong road walked 36 
miles and emerged safely from a 
remote and rugged region of the 
state. 

Jacob Cartwright, 22, showed 
up Saturday near the town of 
La Grande, where an intensive 
search involving aircraft had 
been taking place since he went 
missing Tuesday. 

Cartwright was being evalu¬ 
ated in an emergency room but 
appeared OK, said nursing super¬ 
visor Danita Thamert at Grande 
Ronde Hospital in La Grande, in 
eastern Oregon. 

Cartwright’s boss, Roy Henry, 
of Little Trees Transportation, 
said Cartwright was driving a 
truckload of potato chips but the 
tractor-trailer got stuck after he 
took the wrong turn in an area 
with limited cellphone coverage. 

The trucker started walking 
away from the direction he had 
come from without any food or 
water just after midnight Wednes¬ 
day wading through snow at some 
points. He didn’t stop until Satur¬ 
day morning when he neared La 
Grande, where he lives, Henry 
said. From there, the trucker got 
a ride from a passing motorist to 
his home. 

Cartwright’s wife returned 
home from meeting with local 
officials about the search for her 
husband only to find him in their 
house. 


Cartwright told his wife “he 
was hurting real bad and was real 
cold. So she packed him up and 
took him to the hospital.” 

Henry asked Cartwright why 
he didn’t take some potato chips 
with him for his journey and the 
trucker responded, “That’s worth 
money.” 

Cartwright added, “That’s the 
load I was hauling and I didn’t 
want to damage the property.’” 

Henry said Cartwright was 
driving the truck about 400 miles 
from Portland in northwestern 
Oregon to the town of Nyssa near 
the Idaho border. 

Henry said Cartwright’s trou¬ 
bles started when he put the 
wrong address in his GPS at the 
start of his trip. It told him to turn 
south off Interstate 84 near the 
town of Pendleton. 

Henry said Cartwright eventu¬ 
ally realized he was on the wrong 
road and put in the correct ad¬ 
dress. The GPS then directed him 
to take a US. Forest Service road 
that started out paved but eventu¬ 
ally became impassable. 

After interviewing Cartwright, 
Oregon State Police used infor¬ 
mation he provided to locate his 
truck, which had several wheels 
sitting precariously on a steep 
embankment, 21 miles away from 
the last known GPS location, said 
public information officer Sgt. 
Kaipo Raiser. 

At the hospital, Cartwright 
first told Henry that he hoped he 
would not lose his job. Henry as¬ 
sured the trucker with children 
ages 4 and 2 that he wouldn’t. 
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Land deal will preserve 
site linked to Lost Colony 



Photos by Bill Geige, First Colony Foundation/AP 


Archaeologists excavate Site X in Bertie County, N.C., in 2017. The 
land, which was purchased by the North Carolina Coastal Land Trust 
for preservation, is thought to be linked to the Lost Colony. 


By Martha Waggoner 

Associated Press 

RALEIGH, N.C. — Efforts to 
unravel the mysterious fate of 
North Carolina’s fabled Lost Col¬ 
ony could benefit after a preser¬ 
vation group took out its first loan 
to buy a coastal tract where some 
colonists may have resettled hun¬ 
dreds of years ago. 

The 16th-century English colo¬ 
nists who vanished after being 
left in the New World have piqued 
popular imagination and in¬ 
trigued historians for centuries. 
One North Carolina community 
is even holding a Lost Colony Fes¬ 
tival. The preservation of land 
linked to their disappearance 
could enable future researchers 
to shed new light on the historic 
riddle. 

The 1,000-acre property is 
so special historically and eco¬ 
logically that the North Carolina 
Coastal Land Trust decided to 
take a risk and borrow $5.3 mil¬ 
lion for a real estate deal, said 
Lee Leidy, attorney and North¬ 
east Region director for the trust. 


It’s the first time in 26 years that 
the trust has done so. The trust 
plans to turn the property over to 
the state eventually, preserving it 
for future study. 

“It was a veritable time capsule 
of important historical events,” 
Leidy said. 

In addition to being the place 
where historians now believe 
some of the colonists resettled, 
the land in rural Bertie County 
has been home to an Indian vil¬ 
lage and to the plantation of Gov. 
Thomas Pollock, who served two 
stints as governor in the early 
1700s. The land, which includes 
3.5 miles along Salmon Creek, is 
important ecologically, with flood 
plain forests of cypress-gum 
swamp and bottomland hard¬ 
wood forest. 

The military also uses the 
area as a central training route 
and supported the preservation, 
Leidy said. 

The nonprofit trust, which has 
preserved almost 70,000 undevel¬ 
oped acres since 1992, purchased 
the land last year and plans to pay 


off the loans with money from 
grants. While there’s no specific 
timetable for turning the prop¬ 
erty over to the state, an official 
from the N.C. Division of Parks 
and Recreation will visit the site 
May 14, Leidy said. 

England’s ill-fated first settle¬ 
ment in North America was estab¬ 
lished in 1587, when 116 English 
settlers landed on Roanoke Island 
in what is now North Carolina, led 
by explorer John White. He left 
them there when he sailed back 
to England that same year for 
more supplies. When he returned 
in 1590, delayed by war between 
England and Spain, none of the 
colonists remained. 

White knew the majority had 
planned to move “50 miles into 
the maine,” as he wrote, refer¬ 
ring to the mainland. The only 
clues he found about the fate of 
the other two dozen were the 
word “CROATOAN” carved into 
a post and “CRO” lettered on a 
tree trunk, leading historians to 
suspect they moved south to live 
with American Indians on what’s 
now Hatteras Island. 

Archaeologists now believe that 
some found their way to the land 
in Bertie County. The possibility 
first came to light in 2012, when 
researchers at the British Mu¬ 
seum in London announced they 
had found a drawing of a fort that 
had been obscured under a patch 
on a map of Virginia and North 
Carolina drawn by White in the 
1580s. 

The drawing placed the fort in 
an area of Bertie County where 
archaeologists have found colo¬ 
nial-era English pottery and signs 
of a Native American village. 

While the area is best known 
now for its probable Lost Colony 
connection, it has more pottery 
shards from the Indian village 
of Mettaquem than from the Eu¬ 
ropeans, said Nick Luccketti, co¬ 
vice president of the First Colony 
Foundation, the group spearhead¬ 
ing the archaeological dig on a 


parcel known as Site X. 

The Native Americans are 
“a hugely important part of the 
story,” said Phil Evans, presi¬ 
dent of the foundation. “We tend 
to take a Euro-centric view but... 
that site can tell a whole century 
of North Carolina history from 
1584 to the Tuscarora wars of the 
1700s. It’s a century of North Car¬ 
olina history that’s often forgot¬ 
ten because there are no standing 
structures for people to see.” 

Luccketti and Evans believe 
perhaps up to 12 members of the 
Lost Colony settled on Site X, 
possibly as a watch party for in¬ 


coming friendly or enemy ships. 
The remains of other small settle¬ 
ments or a single large one could 
be located nearby in areas where 
they haven’t dug, they said. 

Meanwhile, the small town 
of Windsor, population about 
27,000, hosted its third annual 
Lost Colony Festival on Satur¬ 
day. The town’s tourism director, 
Billy Smithwick, envisions a Lost 
Colony visitors center there after 
the state takes over the property, 
along with other attractions to at¬ 
tract visitors. 

“It’s a little gift from heaven,” 
he said. 



Archaeologist Anthony W. Smith records information on a grid 
square that he excavated at Site X. 


Fugitive suspect in deputy’s killing captured in Maine 


Associated Press 

NORRIDGEWOCK, Maine — A man 
accused of killing a sheriff’s deputy was 
arrested Saturday outside a remote cabin, 
ending an intense manhunt in its fourth day 
in the woods of central Maine. 

A law enforcement team used the slain 
deputy’s handcuffs to arrest John Williams, 
29, in a symbolic gesture. Sheriff Dale Lan¬ 
caster said. 

“We can now focus on the important task 
of respectfully laying our fallen brother 
to rest. Tonight, the citizens of Somerset 
County can sleep well and knowing that 
a dangerous man has been taken off the 
streets,” the sheriff said. 

Wilhams was wanted in the fatal shooting 
of Cpl. Eugene Cole early Wednesday after 
the two had an encounter on a darkened 
road in Norridgewock. 


Cole, 62, had been involved in the arrest 
of Williams’ girlfriend several days earher, 
and Williams was worried about being ar¬ 
rested himself for failing to appear in court 
in Massachusetts on firearm charges the 
day of the shooting. 

Williams was angry about his girlfriend’s 
arrest and had told a friend that “as of to¬ 
morrow, I’ll be a fugitive.” The friend said 
Williams was acting paranoid and noticed 
he had body armor in one of his bags. 

Shirtless and shoeless when captured, 
Williams appeared to be exhausted when he 
was led out of the woods Saturday. Officers 
put him into the back seat of an unmarked 
state police vehicle, and detectives whisked 
him away. 

“I’m just glad it ended peacefully, and no 
one else got hurt,” said Tasha Raymond, 
whose kids had been forced to play indoors 


for four days. 

The arrest brought some closure to the 
deputy’s family and rehef to residents who 
have been “on edge,” said Larry Tilton, a 
friend of Cole’s. 

The community of 3,500 had been ner¬ 
vous since scores of police officers poured 
into the region during the manhunt. He¬ 
licopters, cruisers and tactical vehicles 
prowled the region. 

On Saturday, about 150 officers were 
searching in a wooded area where police 
believe Wilhams was cornered when a team 
including FBI, game wardens and local po¬ 
lice located him outside the cabin. 

He offered “limited resistance” when 
being arrested and taken to the Waterville 
Police Department for questioning, police 
said. He’s expected to make his initial court 
appearance in the next few days. 


It was unclear if Williams has an attorney 
to speak on his behalf 

Before the arrest, the wife of the slain 
deputy had implored his killer Saturday 
to turn himself in, or at least reach out to 
police. 

Sheryl Cole promised to Williams that 
he’d be treated the way her late husband 
would’ve treated him — “with dignity and 
respect.” 

Cole became the first law enforcement 
officer in Maine to be killed in the line of 
duty in nearly 30 years. 

He was a 13-year veteran of the depart¬ 
ment who was known for being respectful 
and patient in his dealing with people. Lan¬ 
caster described him an “outstanding em¬ 
ployee, one of the finest deputies.” 

A funeral for the popular deputy is sched¬ 
uled for May 7 at a civic center in Bangor. 
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Pompeo focuses on Iran in Saudi visit 


By Matthew Lee 
Associated Press 

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia — U.S. 
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo 
is using the Middle East leg of his 
first trip abroad as America’s top 
diplomat to call for concerted in¬ 
ternational action to punish Iran 
for its missile programs. 

He’s also urging Saudi Arabia 
and its neighbors to resolve a long- 
festering dispute with Qatar that 
U.S. officials say Iran is exploiting 
to boost its influence in the region, 
including in Yemen and Syria. 

Pompeo met Sunday with Saudi 
King Salman, whose country, 
along with Bahrain, Egypt and 


the United Arab Emirates, is em¬ 
broiled in a row with Qatar that had 
hobbled Gulf Arab unity and frus¬ 
trated the U.S. as it seeks to blunt 
growing Iranian assertiveness. 

The ex-CIA chief had arrived 
in Riyadh a day earlier, shortly 
after Iranian-backed Houthi 
rebels in Yemen fired missiles 
at Saudi Arabia’s southern city 
of Jizan, killing one person and 
underscoring what U.S. officials 
said is a growing threat emanat¬ 
ing from Iran. 

Senior U.S. officials travel¬ 
ing with Pompeo blamed Iran 
for smuggling the missiles into 
Yemen. They said the incident 
highlighted the importance of the 


Trump administration’s push to 
counter Iran in the region. Iran 
has also provided crucial sup¬ 
port to Syrian President Bashar 
Assad. 

“Iran destabilizes this entire 
region,” Pompeo said in remarks 
to journalists with Saudi Foreign 
Minister Adel al-Jubeir, taking 
no questions. While not men¬ 
tioning Qatar by name, Pompeo 
also stressed that Gulf unity was 
“essential.” 

Al-Jubeir said the kingdom 
“supports the policy of the Trump 
administration against Iran and 
to improve the terms of the nucle¬ 
ar agreement with Iran.” 

Senior U.S. officials, who were 


not authorized to preview Pom- 
peo’s discussions with the Saudi 
leadership and spoke on condition 
of anonymity, said he would make 
it clear to the Saudis that the dis¬ 
pute with Qatar must end. 

The officials said Pompeo 
would call on other nations to im¬ 
pose tougher sanctions against 
Iranian individuals, businesses 
and government agencies in¬ 
volved in missile development. 

Pompeo will also press the Sau¬ 
dis on contributing more to stabi- 
hzation efforts in territory in Syria 
recently liberated from Islamic 
State, the officials said. 



Ralf Hirschberger, dpa/AP 


Berlin Air Show 

Visitors crowd around Air Force cargo planes at the Berlin Air Show in Berlin on Saturday. 


Duterte extends ban on workers in Kuwait 


Members 
of caravan 
warned of 
detention 

Associated Press 

TIJUANA, Mexico — U.S. im¬ 
migration lawyers are telling 
Central Americans in a caravan 
of asylum-seekers that traveled 
through Mexico to the border 
with San Diego that they face 
possible separation from their 
children and detention for many 
months. They say they want to 
prepare them for the worst pos¬ 
sible outcome. 

“We are the bearers of horrible 
news,” Los Angeles lawyer Nora 
Phillips said during a break from 
legal workshops for the migrants 
at three Tijuana locations where 
about 20 lawyers gave free infor¬ 
mation and advice. “That’s what 
good attorneys are for.” 

The Central Americans, many 
traveling as families, on Sunday 
will test the Trump administra¬ 
tion’s tough rhetoric criticizing 
the caravan when the migrants 
begin seeking asylum by turning 
themselves in to border inspectors 
at San Diego’s San Ysidro border 
crossing, the nation’s busiest. 

President Donald Trump and 
members of his Cabinet have 
been tracking the caravan, call¬ 
ing it a threat to the U.S. since it 
started March 25 in the Mexican 
city of Tapachula, near the Guate¬ 
mala border. They have promised 
a stern, swift response. 

Attorney General Jeff Sessions 
called the caravan “a deliberate 
attempt to undermine our laws 
and overwhelm our system,” 
pledging to send more immigra¬ 
tion judges to the border to re¬ 
solve cases if needed. 

Homeland Security Secretary 
Kirstjen Nielsen said asylum 
claims will be resolved “efficient¬ 
ly and expeditiously” but said the 
asylum-seekers should seek it in 
the first safe country they reach, 
including Mexico. 

Any asylum-seekers making 
false claims to U.S. authorities 
could be prosecuted. 


By Iya Forbes 
Associated Press 

MANILA, Philippines — Phil¬ 
ippine President Rodrigo Duterte 
said Sunday that a ban on Fili¬ 
pino workers heading to Kuwait 
that’s been in effect since Feb¬ 
ruary would now be permanent, 
inflaming a dispute sparked by 
complaints of the abuse of Fili- 
pina housemaids and workers in 
the Gulf country. 

Kuwait on Wednesday expelled 
the Philippine ambassador and 
recalled its own envoy from Ma¬ 
nila over the dispute. The highly 
unusual move came as a surprise 
in Kuwait, a typically sedate and 
oil-rich nation that has been both 
a long target of Duterte’s criti¬ 
cism and heavily reliant on Fili- 
pina nannies and maids. 

“The ban stays permanently,” 
Duterte said at a news briefing 
in southern Davao City after ar¬ 
riving from Singapore, where he 
attended a summit of Southeast 
Asian leaders. “There will be no 
more recruitment for especially 
domestic helpers. No more.” 

There was no immediate reac¬ 


tion from Kuwaiti officials. 

The two nations had been ne¬ 
gotiating an end to the ban, which 
was imposed following the shock¬ 
ing discovery in February of a 
Filipina stuffed into a freezer in 
Kuwait City for over a year. 

But the arrest of two Filipinos 
associated with the embassy last 
week over allegedly persuading 
maids to flee their employers’ 
homes and Ambassador Renato 
Villa’s comments reported in 
Kuwaiti media over the effort ap¬ 
pears to have been too much for 
Kuwait to accept. 

The Philippines called Kuwait’s 
decision “deeply disturbing,” say¬ 
ing it “reneged” on an earlier 
agreement to work together. 

Duterte said Sunday that Fili¬ 
pino workers already in Kuwait 
may stay in the country if they 
wish, adding that the government 
would try to assist those who wish 
to return home in resettling in the 
Philippines. 

“For the household workers 
whose employers want them 
to stay, that is their choice, but 
choose the better option,” Duterte 


said. “All I ask is that the employ¬ 
ers treat the Filipinos with the 
humanity they deserve.” 

There have been prominent 
cases of abuse of Filipino domes¬ 
tic workers in the past, including 
an incident in December 2014 in 
which a Kuwaiti’s pet lions fatally 
mauled a Filipina maid. 

Since becoming president, the 
populist Duterte has repeatedly 
criticized Kuwait for not properly 
addressing the abuse of Filipinos. 

“I do not want a quarrel with 
Kuwait. I respect their leaders 
but they have to do something 
about this because many Pilipi¬ 
nas will commit suicide,” he said 
in January. 

The Philippines banned work¬ 
ers entirely from Kuwait after 
the discovery of Joanna Demafe- 
lis’ body in a freezer in February. 
In late March, Lebanese officials 
said Lebanese national Nader 
Essam Assaf, 40, confessed to 
killing the woman along with 
his Syrian wife, who remains at 
large. Authorities say Assaf faces 
a possible death sentence. 


Philippines statue for 
sex slaves is removed 

MANILA, Philippines — A 
statue honoring women who were 
forced to work in Japanese mili¬ 
tary brothels during World War 
II has been quietly removed from 
a busy seaside promenade in 
the Philippine capital, angering 
women’s groups. 

Manila City Hall says the 
bronze statue of a blindfolded 
Filipina, unveiled alongside Ma¬ 
nila Bay in December, will be 
returned once drainage work is 
completed. It gave no time frame 
for the project, alarming activ¬ 
ists who suspect that the Japa¬ 
nese government pressured the 
Philippines to take the monument 
down. 

Japan’s Cabinet minister ex¬ 
pressed regret over the construc¬ 
tion of the monument in January. 
According to Kyodo News service 
quoting the Japanese Embassy in 
Manila, the Philippine govern¬ 
ment had notified the embassy of 
its intention to remove the statue. 

London residents told 
to avoid caterpillars 

LONDON — Residents in Lon¬ 
don are being told to beware the 
white-haired caterpillars that 
can cause rashes, vomiting and 
asthma attacks. 

The British Forestry Commis¬ 
sion says caterpillars that become 
oak processionary moths have 
been spotted in and around the 
British capital since mid-April. 

The caterpillars are covered 
in thousands of hairs contain¬ 
ing the protein thaumetopoein, 
which can cause skin rashes, sore 
throats, breathing difficulties and 
eye problems. 

People are being warned not 
to touch the creatures, which are 
most often found in oak trees — 
and to keep pets away from them, 
too. 

Officials are treating oak trees 
with pesticide to try and elimi¬ 
nate the moths, which were ac¬ 
cidentally introduced to Britain 
in 2005 on plants imported from 
continental Europe. 

The Observer newspaper said 
Sunday that authorities will also 
set traps for the caterpillars. 

Smelly fruit leads to 
library evacuation 

MELBOURNE, Australia — 
The pungent smell of the rotten 
durian fruit at an Australian uni¬ 
versity library was mistaken for 
a gas leak, prompting an evacua¬ 
tion of the building. 

Specialist crews wearing masks 
searched the Royal Melbourne 
Institute of Technology univer¬ 
sity campus library Saturday, but 
all they found was rotting durian 
in a cupboard. 

About 600 staff and students 
had cleared the building. 

A Metropolitan Fire Brigade 
spokesman said the smell alarmed 
staff and students as it permeated 
the air-conditioning system. 

Durian is a tropical fruit known 
for its strong smell. It is common¬ 
ly banned from hotel rooms and 
public transport across Southeast 
Asia. 

From The Associated Press 
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Firefighter rescues 3 
girls from rip current 

ly EMERALD ISLE — A 
vacationing firefighter 
from New York state is being 
credited with saving three girls 
who were caught in a rip current 
off the North Carolina coast. 

The Charlotte Observer report¬ 
ed firefighter Sean O’Gorman, of 
the Oswego Fire Department, was 
with his family at Emerald Isle on 
Thursday when he saw two young 
girls on boogie boards struggling 
to get back onshore and a third 
girl who became stuck trying to 
save them. 

O’Gorman, 50, said the girls’ 
mother called 911, but he decided 
not to wait. O’Gorman used a spe¬ 
cial technique to reach the girls, 
and said by the time rescue per¬ 
sonnel arrived, all four were back 
on shore. 

The rescue comes two days after 
a 4-year-old boy was swept out to 
sea from a Kitty Hawk beach. 

Giant inflatable duck 
blows down city street 

I A DES MOINES — Motor- 
ists encounter all sorts of 
obstacles on the road, but a giant, 
bouncing inflatable rubber duck 
might be a first. 

Drivers and pedestrians in 
a two-block stretch near Des 
Moines’ East Village got a 
glimpse of just that Thursday 
evening when a 20-foot inflatable 
duck bounded along a street. 

The duck, dubbed Quacky, is 
owned by the Youth Emergency 
Shelter and Services and is part 
of a promotional for the 92-bed 
youth shelter’s annual Duck 
Derby fundraiser, set for May 5. 

Shelter Director Stephen Quirk 
said Quacky “went a-fowl” after 
one of its tethers broke in high 
winds. Quirk said the giant in¬ 
flatable duck “is back in his nest” 
getting some repairs, so it can be 
ready to display for the derby. 

Pro-Hitler message 
makes it onto road sign 

QUEEN CREEK — 
Drivers in Queen Creek 
were taken by surprise by an elec¬ 
tronic road sign that appeared to 
be endorsing Hitler. 

The Pinal County Sheriff’s Of¬ 
fice said it began receiving calls 
around 2:30 a.m. Friday about a 
sign along a highway displaying 
the message “Hail Hitler.” 

KNXV-TV in Phoenix reported 
sheriff’s officials were unable to 
reach the private company that 
owns the sign or the Pinal Coun¬ 
ty’s public works department. 

Crews later covered up the 
sign, and the message has been 
removed. 

Officials: Lamborghini 
split in 2 in crash 

WA TYSONS CORNER— 
wr\ Officials said a Lambo¬ 
rghini struck a concrete light pole 
in northern Virginia and was cut 
in half 

News outlets reported Friday 
that the driver of the car was 
treated for minor injuries. 

The Fairfax County Fire and 
Rescue Department said in a tweet 
that the car’s back end was on fire 
but was quickly extinguished. 


THE CENSUS 

The approximate number of Ohioans who have received 10 or more DUIs. About two- 
thirds of Ohioans arrested for drunken driving are charged only once; the remaining one- 
third have multiple arrests and some have convictions for drunken driving. An analysis by 
The Columbus (Ohio) Dispatch found 11 people will 17 arrests, five with 18, five with 
19, and two people with 20 drunken driving arrests. Judges can dole out lifetime license 
suspensions for repeat offenders. Drunken drivers often avoid jail time for early offenses because judges reserve stiff punish¬ 
ments for violent offenders, Lancaster Assistant Law Director Stephanie Hall said. 


1,800 


David Grunfeld, NOLA.com The (New Orleans) Times-Picayune/AP 

The race is on 

Attendees rush to grab a spot near the stage before the start of the first day of Jazz Fest at the Fair Grounds in New Orleans on Friday. 


Woman charged with 
stealing butterfly 

^ U CINCINNATI — A 
woman was charged 
with stealing a butterfly from an 
exhibit at a Cincinnati botanical 
garden. 

The Cincinnati Enquirer re¬ 
ported that Springfield Township 
police on Friday arrested Jamie 
Revis, 36. She’s charged with 
theft of a blue morpho butterfly 
from Krohn Conservatory earlier 
this month. 

The theft was recorded by a 
surveillance camera, prompting 
police to seek the public’s help in 
finding the butterfly thief Court 
documents said police used in¬ 
formation from an Instagram ac¬ 
count to arrest Revis. 

Historic locomotive 
slated to be restored 

AAI PORT HURON — A 
1*11 140-year-old locomo¬ 
tive is getting a face-lift at a com¬ 
munity college in Port Huron. 

The Daniel B. Harrington had 
been housed in a greenhouse be¬ 
hind a museum for 25 years. The 
locomotive is being restored at St. 


Clair County Community College 
and will be moved to a location 
that is more accessible. 

The Port Huron Times Herald 
said the steam engine was built in 
1878 in Pittsburgh by Porter, Bell 
& Co. In Michigan, it was used in 
lumber camps in the Thumb re¬ 
gion before riding the rails in the 
northern Lower Peninsula. 

Man caught flying plane 
after losing license 

WT BURLINGTON — Of- 
w I ficials said a convicted 
drug smuggler who landed late at 
night at an airport in Vermont has 
been charged with flying without 
a license. 

Federal drug agents were 
watching this month when Angelo 
Efthimiatos, 48, of Sudbury, land¬ 
ed at the closed Rutland-Southern 
Vermont Regional Airport. 

The Rutland Herald reported 
that the Drug Enforcement Ad¬ 
ministration Task Force found 
no drugs or large amounts of cur¬ 
rency in the single-engine plane. 

The Federal Aviation Adminis¬ 
tration said Efthimiatos’ license 
was permanently revoked in July 
2014 following two drug convic¬ 
tions in Iowa. 


Lost city open for 
limited tours 

ARKANSAS CITY — 
■ V'9 Limited tours of a lost 
city are being offered in south- 
central Kansas. 

The Wichita Eagle reported 
that Donald Blakeslee, an an¬ 
thropologist and archaeologist 
at Wichita State University, an¬ 
nounced last year he had discov¬ 
ered the lost city of Etzanoa about 
50 miles southeast of Wichita 

It will take years for the pres¬ 
ervation and development of Etz¬ 
anoa to be made ready for visitors 
year-round. For now, Arkansas 
City historians and leaders are 
letting the public see glimpses of 
the mysterious city. 

The tours are of the remnants 
of Etzanoa, located on the bluffs 
near the confluence of the Walnut 
and Arkansas rivers. 

Mayor backs gondola 
to Dodger Stadium 

^ A LOS ANGELES — Los 
Angeles baseball fans 
would avoid freeway traffic and 
be whisked by air to Dodger Sta¬ 
dium via gondola if a plan backed 


by the mayor moves forward. 

Supporters of the privately- 
funded project say the aerial trip 
from downtown’s Union Station 
would take about five minutes. 

Mayor Eric Garcetti announced 
the proposed gondola Thursday 
at a Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority meeting. 

A company founded by former 
Dodgers owner Frank McCourt 
would pay a portion of the esti¬ 
mated $125 million cost. The firm 
would seek private financing for 
the remainder. 

Saplings for orchard 
planted in empty lot 

HAI DETROIT — Honey- 
1*11 crisp apple saplings 
for a u-pick orchard are being 
planted on a once-vacant lot on 
Detroit’s east side. 

Some of the saplings were 
planted Friday on the half-acre 
Core Orchards Detroit site. Full 
production for the orchard is ex¬ 
pected to start by 2020. 

The property was acquired 
through a community partners 
program with the Detroit Land 
Bank Authority. 

From wire reports 
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Another 
LIVE gig 


‘SNL’ stars to host the 
2018 Emmy Awards 

By Nicole Bitette 
New York Daily News 

L ive from Los Angeles, it’s Emmy 
night! 

“Saturday Night Live” stars 
Colin Jost and Michael Che are 
getting up from behind the “Weekend 
Update” desk and heading to the stage 
for the biggest night in television, Variety 
reports. 

The duo will be the first pair to host the 
ceremony since 1999. 

“We’re proud to be the first duo host¬ 
ing the Emmys since Jenna Elfman and 
David Hyde Pierce, and somehow that’s 
a real fact,” Jost and Che told Variety in 
a statement. 

Jost, 35, joined the series in 2014, while 
Che, 34, came on one year later in 2015. 
The men were both named co-head writ¬ 
ers of the show last year. 

“SNL” creator Lome Michaels will also 


be returning as executive producer for 
the affair, marking his first time since the 
1988 ceremony hosted by John Forsythe. 

“NBC is thrilled to be the home of this 
year’s Emmy Awards and with Colin and 
Michael in the driver’s seat as hosts, along 
with surprise appearances by other cast 
members of ’Saturday Night Live,’ I think 
we are in for one of the funniest awards 


shows in a long time,” Robert Greenblatt, 
chairman of NBC Entertainment, told 
Variety. 

“SNL” took home nine Emmy awards 
at the 2017 ceremony. 

The Emmys will air live on NBC on 
Sept. 17 from the Microsoft Theater in 
Los Angeles. Nominations will be an¬ 
nounced July 13. 


Michael Che, left, and Colin Jost 
wiil host the Emmys this year. 
“We’re proud to be the first duo 
hosting the Emmys since Jenna 
Eifman and David Hyde Pierce, and 
somehow that’s a real fact,” Jost 
and Che said in a statement. 

NBC 


ABBA says it has recorded 2 songs, first new material in 35 years 


From wire services 

Mamma Mia! The members 
of ABBA announced Friday that 
they have recorded new material 
for the first time in 35 years. 

The Swedish pop supergroup 
said it had recorded two new 
songs, including one titled “I Still 
Have Faith in You.” 

The news was announced in an 
Instagram statement from Benny 
Andersson, Bjorn Ulvaeus, Anni- 
Frid Lyngstad and Agnetha 
Faltskog. 

ABBA had a string of hits in¬ 
cluding “Dancing Queen” before 
splitting up in 1982. 

The band’s statement said the 
members reunited to plan a virtual 
tour featuring digital avatars, and 
decided to go back into the studio. 
ABBA said “it was like time had 
stood still and that we had only 
been away on a short hohday. An 
extremely joyous experience!” 

“I Still Have Faith In You” is 
due to be performed by the group’s 
holograms in a December TV spe¬ 
cial broadcast by the BBC and 
NBC. There was no word on when 
the second track will be released. 

Janelle Monae says she 
identifies as pansexual 

Janelle Monae opened up about 
her sexual orientation in the new 
Rolling Stone cover story, the first 
time she’s discussed her personal 
preferences. 

“Being a queer black woman in 
America, someone who has been 
in relationships with both men 
and women — I consider myself 


to be a free-a- motherf-cker,” she 
told the magazine. 

At first, she said, she identified 
as bisexual “but then later I read 
about pansexuality and was like, 
‘Oh, these are things that I iden¬ 
tify with too.’ I’m open to learning 
more about who I am.” 

While bisexuality is being at¬ 
tracted to two genders, pansexu¬ 
ality is typically defined as being 
attracted to all genders, or at¬ 
tracted regardless of gender. 

Monae has dodged questions 
about her sexuahty, including 
recently amid a slew of rumors 
about her relationship with Tessa 
Thompson; she still wouldn’t com¬ 
ment on the actress. 

Avicii’s family says DJ 
‘couldn’t do it anymore’ 

Six days after the death of the 
popular Swedish DJ Avicii, his 
family has released a statement 
explaining that the star’s life in 
the fast lane took a taxing toll. 

“Our beloved Tim was a seeker, 
a fragile artist soul who always 
shouldered difficult existential 
doubts,” the statement, which 
has been translated from Swed¬ 
ish, read, referring to Avicii’s real 
name Tim Bergling. “An over¬ 
compensating perfectionist who 
traveled and worked hard at a 
rate that led to extreme stress.” 

The statement continued to ex¬ 
plain that the 28-year-old’s gruel¬ 
ing tour schedule and the constant 
attention and pressure from fans 
had taken a serious toll on his 
physical and mental health. 

“He wanted to find balance in 


life after he stopped touring, and 
wanted to dedicate himself to 
what he loved most — music. He 
struggled with thoughts of mean¬ 
ing, life and happiness,” they 
wrote. “He couldn’t do it any¬ 
more. He wanted rest.” 

Avicii was found dead in a re¬ 
sort hotel room April 20 in Oman. 
Local authorities have ruled out 
foul play in his death. 

Kelis breaks silence 
about Nas relationship 

Kelis spoke out about her tu¬ 
multuous marriage with her ex- 
husband, Nas, on April 26 after a 
nearly decade-long silence. 

In an interview with Hollywood 
Unlocked, the “Milkshake” sing¬ 
er, 38, accused Nas, 44, of inflict¬ 
ing “mental and physical abuse” 
over the course of their five-year 
marriage. “I probably would have 
stayed longer had I not been preg¬ 
nant (with son Knight) because I 
really did love him and because 
we were married,” Kelis said. 
“We weren’t dating, we were mar¬ 
ried. Like, this was my person.” 

Kelis said she first met Nas 
when she was 22, and that their 
relationship involved “drinking a 
lot” and “getting high a lot.” 

“We had really intense highs 
and really intense lows. It was 
never normal,” Kelis said. 

The singer revealed that seeing 
photos of Rihanna following a do¬ 
mestic dispute with Chris Brown 
in February 2009 convinced Kelis 
to leave Nas. 

In April 2009, Kelis filed for 
divorce.. She married real estate 


agent Mike Mora in 2014. “I’ve 
moved on,” Kelis said. “I’m mar¬ 
ried. I have another baby. My life 
is good.” 

Amy Schumer opens up 
to Oprah Winfrey 

“I Feel Pretty” star Amy Schum¬ 
er has revealed that when she lost 
her virginity, it was through date 
rape by her boyfriend. 

“I personally feel I lost my vir¬ 
ginity through rape,” the comedi¬ 
an, 36, told Oprah Winfrey on the 
Oprah’s SuperSoul Conversations 
podcast and online video series. 
“I didn’t consent. We hadn’t dis¬ 
cussed it. We weren’t there in our 
relationship. We weren’t at that 
moment. And we talked about 
things, y’know? We were open 
with each other.” 

Schumer described how “in 
my standup [comedy act], I used 
to talk about, I called it ‘grape’ 
— gray-area rape.” She noted that 
when young people are taught 
about rape, “It’s about a guy pop¬ 
ping out of a bush.. They don’t 
say it’s probably gonna be a guy 
you know really well. ... And so 
... when that happens to you, you 
say, ‘OK, well, this isn’t someone I 
want to see ... rotting in a jail cell, 
but what he did to me was wrong. 
And I didn’t consent.’ And for me, 
I lost my virginity while I was 
asleep, and that’s not OK.” 

Without giving names or a time- 
frame, Schumer said her boyfriend 
immediately realized he had done 
something wrong. “The first thing 
he said was, ‘I thought you knew,”’ 
she recalled. Saying she then had 


“to comfort him,” Schumer none¬ 
theless “felt really angry ... and 
it’s like a rage that has stayed with 
me. I don’t think you lose that.... 
But I felt I wanted to comfort him 
because he felt so bad and he was 
so worried, and [I] just tried to 
push my anger down.” 

Disney orders animated 
Star Wars series 

A new animated Star Wars se¬ 
ries is set to premiere on Disney 
Channel this fall. 

“Star Wars Resistance” is an 
upcoming anime-inspired series 
following the adventures of Ka- 
zuda Xiono, a young Resistance 
pilot tasked with the top-secret 
mission to spy on the growing 
threat of the First Order. 

Disney and Lucasfilm an¬ 
nounced April 26 that production 
has begun on the show, which 
takes place before the events of 
“Star Wars: The Force Awakens.” 

Lucasfilm Animation veteran 
Dave Filoni is the creator of “Star 
Wars Resistance.” “The idea for 
‘Star Wars Resistance’ came out 
of my interest in World War II 
aircraft and fighter pilots,” Filoni 
said in the announcement. “My 
grandfather was a pilot and my 
uncle flew and restored planes, so 
that’s been a big influence on me. 

“There’s a long history of high¬ 
speed racing in Star Wars, and I 
think we’ve captured that sense of 
excitement in an anime-inspired 
style, which is something the en¬ 
tire team has been wanting to do 
for a long time,” Filoni added. 
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Pen used by military, made 
by blind people, turns 50 



Employees Lynn Larsen, left, and Clifford Alexander Sr. box 
SKILCRAFT pens for the U.S. Government at the Industries of the 
Blind in Greensboro, N.C., on April 16. 


By Jonathan Drew 
Associated Press 

GREENSBORO, N.C. — Clif¬ 
ford Alexander scooped a handful 
of black ballpoint pens, dropped 
them into a small box and shook it 
with a blackjack dealer’s noncha¬ 
lance. He slid in the next handful 
to make an exact dozen, and sent 
the box down the assembly line. 

Alexander, who is blind, per¬ 
formed the quick act again, box 
after box. 

Anyone who’s served in the 
military, worked for the federal 
government or addressed a pack¬ 
age at the post office is familiar 
with the handiwork. But they 
might not have realized that all 
the ubiquitous SKILCRAFT U.S. 
Government pens were made by 
the visually impaired. The pens 
turn 50 this month. 

The pen’s history traces back 
to April 20,1968, when it was in¬ 
troduced to government buyers, 
said the National Industries for 
the Blind. The nonprofit organi¬ 
zation was tapped to supply pens 
after another manufacturer made 
13 million defective ballpoints in 
1967. 

The pens have stringent re¬ 
quirements — 16 pages worth. 
The pens must be able to write 
a continuous line 1 mile long 
and keep the ink flowing despite 
extreme temperatures — from 
40 degrees below zero to 160 
degrees. 

For five decades, the task of 
making those pens has been en¬ 
trusted to blind workers. 

“It may take us longer to learn 
it, but once we learn those jobs 
we do those jobs very well,” said 


Alexander, who supervises about 
30 Greensboro pen workers. “And 
we turn out a top quality garment 
or writing instrument.” 

The pen is well-known among 
military and government families 
after finding its way into purses 
and backpacks for years. It’s also 
been used by the military as an 
improvised device to plug holes in 
pipes on boats or perform emer¬ 
gency medical procedures. 

The pens are sold to the federal 
government through a program 
started in 1938 to create jobs for 
people with disabilities. In 2016, 
the AbilityOne program sold $3.3 
billion in goods and services, with 
more than half coming from mili¬ 
tary orders. 

Alexander said his 47 years at 
the North Carolina plant have 


helped him to buy a home and 
educate his children. The plant 
employs about 140 visually im¬ 
paired people to make products 
ranging from Army combat jack¬ 
ets to clipboards. 

In the pen’s heyday, the gov¬ 
ernment bought about 70 million 
per year. Now the Greensboro 
plant and a second in Milwaukee 
combine to produce about 8 mil¬ 
lion of the flagship retractable 
ballpoints annually, with parts 
supplied by a third site in Mis¬ 
souri. All three employ visually 
impaired workers. 

Lynn Larsen, who’s worked 
at Greensboro Industries of the 
Blind for 40 years, said the job 
helped her support her family 
after her father died. More re¬ 
cently, it was a source of pride 



Photos by Gerry Broome/AP 

Government pens are transported by machinery through the 
production line at the Industries of the Blind. 


when her nephew deployed to Af¬ 
ghanistan with the Army. 

“He would tell the other sol¬ 
diers that his aunt Lynn made 
that pen, and they thought it was 
real cool,” she said. 

The Greensboro workers earn 
well above minimum wage and 
can reach around $24 per hour, 
said Richard Oliver, the site’s 
director of community outreach 
and government relations. 

The benefits go beyond the pay, 
said Oliver, who is legally blind 
himself “We didn’t get the op¬ 
portunity to serve in the military 
... so this is our way to serve,” he 
said. “It gives our people a really 
big sense of pride.” 

Steven Gray, a retired Navy 
lieutenant commander, said he 
read a number of accident reports 
about the pens being used aboard 
ships for emergency tracheoto¬ 
mies during a stint at the Naval 
Safety Center in Norfolk. 

“It was an achievement to ac¬ 
tually have your pen run out be¬ 
fore you lost it,” said Gray, who 
also served at sea on five vessels. 
“That was something everybody 
noticed: ‘Hey I actually burned 
through a SKILCRAFT pen this 
morning.’” 




....$1.2392 

....€0.8070 

.$1.41 

.107.00 

..1,051.00 


....0.3771 
$1 3785 

.1.2833 

.6.3341 

.6.1470 

.17.6975 

....$1.2121/0.8250 
.7.8478 


Military rates 

Euro costs (April 30). 

Dollar buys (April 30). 

British pound (April 30). 

Japanese yen (April 30). 

South Korean won (April 30). 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar). 

British pound. 

Canada (Dollar). 

China (Yuan). 

Denmark (Krone). 

Egypt(Pound). 

Euro. 

Hong Kong (Dollar). 

Hungary (Forint). 

Israel (Shekel). 

Japan (Yen). 

Kuwait (Dinar). 

Norway (Krone). 

Philippines (Peso). 

Poland (Zloty). 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).... 

Singapore (Dollar). 

South Korea (Won). 

Switzerland (Franc). 

Thailand (Baht).31.52 

Turkey (New Lira).4.04 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


....258.06 

....3.5919 

....109.02 

....0.3010 

.7.97 

.51.63 

.3.48 

....3.7510 

....1.3236 

.1,067.69 

....0.9880 


Prime rate.4.75 

Discount rate.2.25 

Federal funds market rate.1.69 

3-month bill.1.83 

30-year bond.3.16 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 



TUESDAY IN THE PACIFIC 



74/71 


The weather is provided by the 
American Forces Network Weather Center, 
2nd Weather Squadron at Offutt Air Force Base, Neb. 
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OPINION 

Gas mileage regs won’t fix climate change 



Andy Wong/AP 

A Ford Focus is displayed at the China Auto Show in Beijing on Wednesday. 


By Virginia Postrel 

Bloomberg View 

F ord plans largely to give up selling 
cars in North America, focusing 
instead on trucks and SUVs. The 
only sedans in its future lineup 
will be the Mustang and a crossover ver¬ 
sion of the Focus. 

Meanwhile, the Donald Trump admin¬ 
istration looks likely to roll back the Cor¬ 
porate Average Fuel Economy targets 
set by its predecessor’s Environmental 
Protection Agency. The Barack Obama 
administration’s CAFE standards require 
each automaker’s fleet to average 54.5 
miles a gallon by 2025. (Carmakers can 
lower their targets by earning — or buy¬ 
ing from their competitors — credits for 
adopting EPA-approved technologies such 
as energy-conserving air conditioning or 
making electric cars.) Environmentalists, 
and states like California that love them, 
are up in arms. 

But the administration has a point — if 
not the courage to do better. CAFE stan¬ 
dards are an absurdly indirect way to 
regulate emissions. And Ford’s decision 
demonstrates why. 

Consider another energy-sucking inven¬ 
tion that Americans love even more than 
their cars: cellphones. In an independent 
trial conducted by consumer site Tom’s 
Guide, the Apple iPhone 8’s battery held its 
charge for 11 hours, 16 minutes, making it 
the longest-lasting in the Apple lineup. By 
contrast, the Asus ZenFone 3 Zoom topped 
the list at 16 hours, 46 minutes. The iPhone 
X, which Tom’s Guide has rated the “best 
phone overall,” scored a mere 10 hours, 49 
minutes. 

Different phones aimed at different con¬ 
sumers offer different features. Different 
companies pursue different strategies. 
They make different tradeoffs between 
performance, battery life and cost. A 
company can offer a full line of phones or 
specialize. It can sell feature phones with 
batteries that last for days or souped-up 
smartphones with fancy screens that gob¬ 
ble power. None of this is controversial. 
There is no federal law mandating that 


every company’s lineup of phones average 
an 18-hour battery life by 2025. That would 
be ridiculous. Why should Apple change its 
iPhone designs or sell feature phones just 
to hit an arbitrary average? 

But that’s exactly what happens with 
automobiles. 

CAFE regulations implicitly assume that 
every carmaker offers a full assortment 
of vehicles. They treat the “fleet” as the 
relevant unit to regulate. Higher average 
requirements distort corporate strategies 
and encourage companies that are good 
at making trucks to make compact cars 
as well, even if their customers don’t want 
them. This artificially induced competi¬ 
tion, often at giveaway prices, hurts man¬ 
ufacturers that are good at making small 
cars. The credit system ameliorates this 
effect by allowing small-car specialists to 
sell their credits to competitors who pro¬ 
duce larger vehicles, but only in a round¬ 
about way. 

In the real world, on real streets, emis¬ 
sions depend not on car dealers’ full of¬ 
ferings but on individual vehicles and the 
people who drive them. One drawback of 
CAFE standards is that they apply only 
to new cars, a tiny fraction of those on the 


road. So they take a long time to reduce ac¬ 
tual emissions. The rest of us happily go on 
driving our out-of-date vehicles, using just 
as much gasoline as ever. 

That gets to the second behavioral prob¬ 
lem: Better gas mileage encourages people 
to drive more. CAFE targets are not, in 
fact, emissions standards. They were es¬ 
tablished as a response to the oil shocks 
of the 1970s, not to global warming. They 
were designed to conserve fuel. In a new, 
CAFE-approved gas-sipping car, you can 
go farther for the same amount of money. 

The rules survive because the costs are 
hidden in corporate income statements 
rather than being made explicit at the gas 
pump. CAFE standards tell drivers that 
emissions are someone else’s problem. But 
that’s also why they fall short. They give 
the real decision makers — drivers — no 
reason to change their behavior. 

It makes perfect sense for Ford to make 
trucks rather than cars, just as it does for 
Toyota to make hybrids. Whether the target 
is cars or smartphones, however, it makes 
no sense to dictate a company’s product of¬ 
fering to pretend to fight climate change. 

Virginia Postrel is a Bioomberg View columnist. 


Facebook knows it can’t offer more privacy 


By Scott Duke Kominers 

Bloomberg 

ow much is your privacy on 
Facebook worth? 

This question has seen re¬ 
newed attention following the 
revelation that political analysis firm Cam¬ 
bridge Analytica, hired by the Trump elec¬ 
tion campaign, gained access to the private 
information of more than 50 million users. 
One of the possible responses that’s gener¬ 
ated some discussion is the creation of a 
paid tier that’s free of ads and data shar¬ 
ing. Such an option would likely be socially 
beneficial and have considerable public 
appeal. But my guess is that it would be 
pretty expensive, too. 

Let’s start with some rough calcula¬ 
tions. Facebook’s annual ad revenue was 
about $40 billion in 2017, with 2.13 billion 
monthly active users. That means the av¬ 
erage user is worth roughly $20 in ads to 
Facebook a year. That’s probably already 
a lot more than many users would pay for 
privacy on the social network. 

But the price also depends on who would 
choose to pay for greater privacy. And it’s 
likely that many of the users who would opt 
for more protection could be worth more 
than $20 each to the company. 

Why’s that? First, the value of keep¬ 
ing your data private increases with the 
amount of data you provide on the plat¬ 


form; by the same token, the more data you 
give Facebook, the better it can advertise 
to you. Similarly, you might find privacy 
especially valuable if there’s something 
unusual or unique about you that makes 
you especially easy to target. 

The people who can afford a paid tier are 
on average wealthier; that too makes them 
more valuable to advertisers. And some of 
them already have browser ad blockers, so 
it’s hard to reach them via other channels. 

To make up for those sorts of customers 
opting out of data sharing, Facebook would 
have to charge a lot more than the average 
of $20 just to break even. A back-of-the-en- 
velope estimate based on the Pareto princi¬ 
ple — 80 percent of the ad revenue coming 
from 20 percent of users — suggests that if 
mostly high-value users purchase privacy, 
then Facebook would need to charge closer 
to $80 a year. 

That’s much more than even high esti¬ 
mates of the value most people attach to 
having access to Facebook. And it’s still 
a substantial underestimate of the likely 
price. According to Facebook’s annual 
report, the company’s 239 million North 
American users are responsible for about 
four-fifths of ad revenue; applying the Pa¬ 
reto principle to them would suggest an¬ 
nual privacy prices in the range of $500 a 
person. 

If price alone were the question. Face- 
book might indeed want to charge huge 


amounts for enhanced privacy. The users 
who buy out won’t all be the most valuable 
users, and it would be pretty lucrative if the 
company could sustainably charge some 
customers much more for privacy than the 
annual ad revenue they generate. But that’s 
unlikely to work out in the long run. 

Putting a high price on privacy would 
make it clear just how much Facebook’s 
user data is worth. We’d probably see in¬ 
creased calls to share that value by giving 
users a portion of revenues. The consum¬ 
er-led drive for increased privacy would 
likely accelerate, too, prompting a growing 
number of users to leave the platform (as¬ 
suming they can’t afford or are unwilling 
to pay for greater privacy). 

A user exodus plus enhanced scrutiny of 
data practices would quickly eat away at 
the profits from offering the paid tier, mak¬ 
ing the whole thing a losing proposition. 

Facebook must have run the numbers on 
this already, using much better informa¬ 
tion than we have here. The idea of a paid 
tier isn’t new; if Facebook hasn’t offered 
such an option, the company probably 
thinks it would be a money loser. So if we 
want Facebook users to have control over 
how their data are shared, we may need 
outside pressure. The company isn’t likely 
to provide the option on its own. 

Scott Duke Kominers is the MBA Class of 1960 
Associate Professor of Business Administration 
at Harvard Business School and a faculty 
affiliate of the Harvard Department of Economics. 
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OPINION _ 

We no longer have to qualify Cosby’s conduct 


By Robin Abcarian 

Los Angeles Times 

F or Bill Cosby, the reckoning was a 
long time coming. Four years ago, 
a stand-up comedian joked that 
America’s favorite dad was a rap¬ 
ist. Women took notice, and began to step 
out of the shadows. They risked the abuse 
and scorn that comes with reporting an¬ 
cient sexual assaults. 

But at some point between Cosby’s first 
assault trial, which ended with a hung 
jury, and his second, which came after the 
#MeToo movement caught fire, the cul¬ 
ture changed. 

Justice finally arrived for Cosby, who 
inflicted an untold amount of horror on 
dozens of women over many decades. On 
Thursday, the disgraced — and disgraceful 
— comedian was convicted by a Pennsyl¬ 
vania jury of three felony counts of ag¬ 
gravated indecent assault. Now 80, Cosby 
could receive 30 years in prison. 

I hope he goes straight to jail; it’s the 
only place he is fit to be. 

After years of qualification and hesi¬ 
tation, we can say that in 2004, Cosby 
drugged and sexually assaulted Andrea 
Constand, who worked for the women’s 
basketball team at Temple University in 
Philadelphia, where he was a trustee and 
m^or booster. We can say he used his lofty 
perch as America’s most beloved father 
figure to abuse women. We can say that 
Cosby, who has denied assaulting anyone, 
is a liar and a convicted sex criminal. 

At long last. Bill Cosby is getting what he 
deserves. 

Cosby’s conviction does not represent a 
victory just for Constand and the five other 


women who testified against him during 
this second criminal trial. Nor does it rep¬ 
resent a triumph just for the 62 women who 
have publicly accused him of drugging and 
assaulting them on the pretext of helping 
their careers. 

It is, perhaps most important, an undeni¬ 
able victory for the whole #MeToo move¬ 
ment and a message to powerful men who 
harass and abuse women: Your time is up. 

“I feel like my faith in humanity is re¬ 
stored,” said Lili Bernard, a Cosby accus¬ 
er who was in the courtroom but did not 
testify. 

After the verdict was read, TV cameras 
caught Bernard as she burst out of the 
room. She bent over, weeping almost con¬ 
vulsively, comforted by women at her side. 
Bernard said she was drugged and as¬ 
saulted by Cosby in the early 1990s when 
she was hired as a guest star on the final 
season of “The Cosby Show.” 

Moments later, she stood before report¬ 
ers on the courthouse steps. She alluded to 
a famous quote often attributed to Martin 
Luther King Jr.: “The arc of history is long, 
but it bends toward justice.” 

“I thank that jury so much for position¬ 
ing themselves on the right side of history,” 
Bernard said. 

We also need to thank Constand and the 
other courageous women who testified 
against Cosby: Janice Dickinson, Janice 
Baker-Kinney, Heidi Thomas, Chelan 
Lasha and Lise-Lotte Lublin, all of whom 
said Cosby either gave them alcohol that 
was spiked or pills before assaulting them. 

But there is another, unlikely hero in 
this story — Hannibal Buress, the black 
comedian who, however unwittingly, was 


instrumental in breathing life back into old 
rumors about Cosby’s behavior. 

In October 2014 — three years before 
the expose about Hollywood predator Har¬ 
vey Weinstein ignited the #MeToo move¬ 
ment — Buress riffed about the way Cosby 
patronizes other blacks. 

“Bill Cosby has the ... smuggest old- 
black-man persona that I hate,” Buress 
said. “He gets on TV: ‘Pull your pants up, 
black people; I was on TV in the ’80s! I can 
talk down to you because I had a success¬ 
ful sitcom!’ Yeah, but you rape women. Bill 
Cosby, so turn the crazy down a couple 
notches.” 

It’s not even clear why Buress’ “joke” 
prompted outrage, but it did. Suddenly, 
women of all ages from all over the coun¬ 
try were stepping forward to allege gro¬ 
tesque crimes committed by Cosby, who 
for so many years had been able to hide 
behind his well-crafted image as a wise¬ 
cracking paterfamilias and Jell-0 Pudding 
Pops pitchman. 

By summer 2015, 35 women who had 
accused Cosby of sexual assault appeared 
on the cover of New York magazine. They 
were, the magazine said, “an unwelcome 
sisterhood.” It was a social milestone and 
an important breach in the immunity con¬ 
ferred by fame on powerful men like Cosby. 
Later, so many more would get caught 
up in the #MeToo movement: Weinstein, 
Roger Ailes, Bill O’Reilly, Charlie Rose, 
Matt Lauer, Mark Halperin, Kevin Spacey, 
James Toback, Brett Ratner, Russell Sim¬ 
mons, plus assorted politicians, tech and 
media executives and others. 

“When all is said and done,” said Gloria 
Allred, who has represented 33 of Cosby’s 


accusers, “women were finally believed. 
I am the happiest I have been about any 
court decision in 42 years.” 

Cosby was arrogant to the end. In court, 
he didn’t change expression much when 
the verdict was read, according to re¬ 
porters who were present. But when the 
prosecutor, Kevin Steele, asked the judge 
to revoke Cosby’s bail, saying he owned 
a plane and was therefore a flight risk, 
Cosby exploded. 

“He doesn’t have a plane, you a-hole!” 
Cosby said in a booming voice. 

The comedian did not address reporters 
as he left the court. Instead, his defense 
attorney, Thomas Mesereau, gave a brief 
statement. 

“We are very disappointed by the ver¬ 
dict,” Mesereau said. “We don’t think Mr. 
Cosby is guilty of anything, and the fight is 
not over.” 

In defending his client, Mesereau 
dredged up the worst sorts of stereotypes 
about women who accuse famous men of 
assault. He called them names. He im¬ 
pugned their motives. 

Constand was “a con artist,” Mesereau 
said. “We’ll prove it.” He said she was after 
“money, money and lots more money.” 

As Steele had already told them during 
his opening argument, Cosby had paid 
Constand nearly $3.4 million to settle a 
civil lawsuit against him. 

Why would Cosby pay that kind of money 
to someone who was lying? 

“This toxic chain of silence has been bro¬ 
ken,” said Baker-Kinney as she stood with 
other victims in front of the courthouse. 

And justice, so elusive for those abused 
by powerful men, has prevailed. 


Medically discharged vets missing out on rating upgrade 


By Tom Philpott 

Special to Stars and Stripes 

H ardeep Grewal was a 29-year- 
old Air Force computer opera¬ 
tions specialist suffering a mild 
case of pneumonia when he de¬ 
ployed to Saudi Arabia and a series of other 
Southwest Asian countries in 2003. 

The staff sergeant stayed ill and re¬ 
turned to the United States “looking like 
a scarecrow,” he said. He was diagnosed 
with asthma, which would require two 
medications daily for the rest of his life. 
By December 2004, Grewal was medically 
discharged with a 10 percent disability rat¬ 
ing and a small severance payment. 

The Air Force physical evaluation board 
“lowballed me,” he recalled in a phone 
conversation Wednesday from his Virginia 
home. “They were trying to get rid of peo¬ 
ple” from a specialty that, after offering an 
attractive re-enlistment bonus, quickly be¬ 
came overmanned. 

Grewal promptly applied to the Depart¬ 
ment of Veterans Affairs for disability 
compensation, and his initial VA rating 
was set at 30 percent. Full VA payments 
were delayed until Grewal’s Air Force sev¬ 
erance was recouped. 

Twelve years later, in August 2016, he 
got a letter inviting him to have his mili¬ 
tary disability rating reviewed by a special 
board Congress created solely to determine 
whether veterans like him, discharged for 
conditions rated 20 percent disabling or 
less from Sept. 11, 2001, to Dec. 31, 2009, 
were treated fairly. 

“I waited like almost two months to apply 
because I didn’t know if somebody was 
pulling my leg,” Grewal said. “I talked to a 
lot of people, including a friend at Langley 
Air Force Base, to find out if it was legit. 
He said other servicemembers he knew 
who had gotten out were saying, ‘Yeah, it’s 
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legit. You can look it up.’” 

Grewal had to wait 18 months but he re¬ 
ceived his decision letter from the Physi¬ 
cal Disability Board of Review this month. 
It recommends to the Air Force secretary 
that Grewal’s discharge with severance 
pay be recharacterized to permanent dis¬ 
ability retirement, effective the date of his 
prior medical separation. 

If, as expected, the Air Force approves a 
revised disability rating to 30 percent back 
to December 2004, Grewal will receive 
retroactive disability retirement, become 
eligible for Tricare health insurance and 
begin to enjoy other privileges of “retiree” 
status, including access to discount shop¬ 
ping on base. 

Congress ordered that the review board 
be established as part of the 2008 National 
Defense Authorization Act after a moun¬ 
tain of evidence surfaced that service 
branches had been low-balling disability 
ratings given to thousands of servicemem¬ 
bers medically separated over a nine-year 
period through recent wars. 

The board began accepting applications 
in January 2009. So far only 19,000 vet¬ 
erans have applied from a pool of 71,000 
known to be eligible for at least a disability 
rating review. All of them were medically 
discharged with disability ratings of 20 
percent or less sometime during the quali¬ 
fying period. 

A bump in rating to 30 percent or higher 
bestows retiree status including a tax-free 
disability retirement and Tricare eligibil¬ 
ity. And yet only 27 percent of veterans 
believed eligible for a rating review have 
applied. Indeed, applications to the review 
board have slowed to a trickle of 40 to 50 


per month. 

For this column, Greg Johnson, PDRB 
director, provided written responses to two 
dozen questions on the board’s operations. 
Overall, he explained, 42 percent of appli¬ 
cants receive a recommendation that their 
original rating be upgraded. Their service 
branch has the final say on whether a rec¬ 
ommendation is approved but in almost 
every instance they have been. 

To date, 47 percent of Army veterans 
who applied got a recommendation for up¬ 
grade, and 18 percent saw their rating in¬ 
creased to at least 30 percent to qualify for 
disability retirement. 

For the Department of the Navy, which 
includes sailors and Marines, 34 percent of 
applicants received upgrade recommenda¬ 
tions and 17 percent gained retiree status. 
For Air Force applicants the approval rate 
also has been 34 percent, but 21 percent of 
airmen got a revised rating high enough to 
qualify for disability retirement. 

The top three medical conditions trig¬ 
gering favorable recommendations are 
mental health issues, including post-trau¬ 
matic stress, back ailments and arthritis. 

As Grewal learned, decisions are not 
made quickly. The current wait, on aver¬ 
age, is eight to 12 months, Johnson said. 
But that is faster than the 18-to-24-month 
wait that was routine in earlier years. 

Also, veterans need not fear that a new 
review will result in a rating downgrade. 
The law establishing the review board 
doesn’t allow for it. 

Once received, applications are scanned 
into the PDBR database and the board re¬ 
quests from the service branch a copy of 
their physical evaluation board case file. 
Also, the board retrieves from VA the 
veteran’s treatment records and all docu¬ 
ments associated with a VA disability rat¬ 
ing decision. 

After paperwork is gathered, a PDBR 


panel of one medical officer and two non¬ 
medical officers, military or civilian, 
reviews the original rating decision. All 
panelists are the rank of colonel or lieu¬ 
tenant colonel (for Navy, captain or com¬ 
mander) or their civilian equivalents. The 
board has 34 voting members plus support 
staff, which is more than it had in its early 
years, Johnson said. 

The wait for a decision is long because 
of the time it takes to retrieve records, the 
thoroughness of the review and the com¬ 
plexity of the cases, Johnson said. 

About 70 percent of applicants have 
been Army, 20 percent Navy or Marine 
Corps veterans, 10 percent Air Force and 
less than 1 percent Coast Guard. 

PDBR notification letters have been sent 
to eligible veterans at last-known addresses 
at least twice and include applications and 
pre-stamped return envelopes. Grewal 
said he had moved four times since leav¬ 
ing service, which might be why he never 
heard of the board before the notification 
letter reached him in 2016. 

At some point Congress could set a dead¬ 
line for the board to cease operations, but 
it hasn’t yet. The board advises veterans, 
however, to apply as soon as they can. The 
longer they wait, it notes on its website, 
“the more difficult it may be to gather re¬ 
quired medical evidence from your VA rat¬ 
ing process, your service treatment record 
or other in-service sources [needed] to as¬ 
sess your claim.” 

If an eligible veteran is incapacitated or 
deceased, a surviving spouse, next of kin 
or legal representative also can request the 
PDBR review. 

Veterans and survivors can learn more 
about the PDBR online, including how to 
apply, at www.health.mil/pdbr. 

Send comments to Military Update, P.O. Box 
231111, Centreville, VA, 20120; email milupdate® 
aol.com; Twitter: @Military_Update. 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Air-show stunt 
5 High school subj. 

8 Urban fleet 
12 Ancient Italian 

14 Misfortunes 

15 Dependable 

16 Inert gas 
17— Salvador 
18 Votes in 
20 Doctrine 

23 Study all night 

24 Regrettably 

25 Protective 
barrier 

28 Chill in the air 

29 Big rigs 

30 La-la lead-in 
32 Aviator Amelia 

34 Thompson of 
“Love Actually” 

35 Sly 

36 Bedouins 

37 Deli meat 

40 Hearty brew 

41 Portent 

42 Fairway vehicle 

47 Not working, 
like a battery 

48 “Don’t sweat it” 

49 “Diana” singer 

50 Hot tub 

51 Do in 

4-30 

ERTJL ANJHDY OGHXG IGR 

LGHB’L XTBITHD OTL 

HLLNHDY WTDE AHLIJRLL 

XTVVL: GHL WTEATE GREATE. 

Saturday’s Cryptoquip: THAT ROCK BAND 
MEMBER DOES SOME REALLY CRAZY THINGS. 
I THINK HE’S THE BIZARREST GUITARIST. 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: E equals Y 


25 Adjusts again, 
as tires 

26 “Arrivederci —” 

27 Pyramid, 
maybe 

29 Leveling wedge 
31 Owns 

33 Kigali’s land 

34 Builds 

36— Romeo 

37 Pop 

38 “So be it” 

39 Faucet 
problem 

40 Mater lead-in 

43 “Alley —” 

44 Pac. counterpart 

45 Irish actor 
Stephen 

46 Attempt 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 



CRYPTOQUIP 


DOWN 

1 Guitar master 
Paul 

2 Slugger Mel 

3 Man-mouse link 

4 Signs of life 

5 Read quickly 

6 Train unit 

7 Discontinue 

8 Movie theater 

9 Sir Guinness 

10 Inky stain 

11 Taxpayer IDs 
13 Smack a 

baseball 

19 Indy circuits 

20 Light brown 

21 Author Wiesel 

22 Wine valley 

23 Toyota model 












































































































































































































































Monday, April 30,2018 


Stars and Stripes 




Page 23 


FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARSI^STRI PES.' 


CLASSIFIED 


Advertising 
Circulation 
Reader Letters 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

letters@stripes.com 


Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.corr 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

letters@stripes.com 


Yuko Saito saito.yuko@stripes.com 
(81-3)6385.3267 DSN 315.229.3267 
Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.ci 
+81(3) 6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 

letters@stripes.com 


ClassifiedsEUROPE 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


Announcements 


040 


Automotive 


140 


Autos for Sale 
- Germany 


Free Classifieds! ’ 


SCAM 

FADS 



buyers with classifieds 

red flags. 


buy sight unseen and have 
the vehicle shipped 



SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 
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Free Europe-wide delivery 



Jobs Wanted 
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Ramstein Dental Care 

a busy American practice has 
an opening for an experienced 
general dentist to join our 
Ramstein-Miesenbach office. 

Please send your resume to 
ramsteindentalofficemanagerO 


Travel_1000 


"Spring in Garmisch!** 

N of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna 
39eur PP, DBL occp, free brkfst, 
dogs welcome. 08824-9120 

www.forsthaus-oberau.de 
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Round-the-world news for America s military. 


lies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
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Stars and Stripes 


Monday, April 30,2018 


SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Auto racing 


Sparks Engergy 300 

Saturday 

At Talladega Superspeedway 
Talladega, Ala. 

Lap length: 2.66 miles 
(Start position in parentheses) 

1. (3) Spencer Gallagner, Chevrolet, 115 
laps, 49 points. 

2. (15) Brandon Jones, Toyota, 115,42. 

3. (6) Justin Allgaier, Chevrolet, 115, 
46. 

4. (20) Noah Gragson, Toyota, 115, 0. 

5. (2) Elliott Sadler, Chevrolet, 115,45. 

6 . (22) Ryan Sieg, Chevrolet, 115,31. 

7. (4) John Hunter Nemechek, Chevro¬ 
let, 115, 37. 

8 . (8) Tyler Reddick, Chevrolet, 115,36. 

9. (12) Cole Custer, Ford, 115,36. 

10. (34) Garrett Smlthley, Chevrolet, 
115, 27. 

11. (27) JJ Yeley, Chevrolet, 115, 26. 
^^12. (13) Christopher Bell, Toyota, 115, 


15. (7) Shane Lee, Chevrolet, 115, 24. 

16. (16) Chase Briscoe, Ford, 115, 21. 

17. (25) VInnIe Miller, Chevrolet, 115, 

20 . 

18. (28) Tommy Joe Martins, Chevrolet, 
115,19. 

19. (29) BJ McLeod, Chevrolet, 115,18. 

20. (33) Kaz Grala, Ford, 114, 17. 

21. (18) Joey Gase, Chevrolet, 114,18. 

22. (19) Ryan Reed, Ford, 114, 23. 

23. (1) Daniel Hemric, Chevrolet, 114, 
24. 

2‘ 

25. viu; iviaiL i iiil, ciievruieL, ii^, zz. 

26. (31) Josh Williams, Chevrolet, 1 

11 . 

27. (38) Timmy Hill, Dodge, 114,10. 

28. (32) Josh BilickI, Toyota, 114, 9. 

29. (39) Jennifer Jo Cobb, Toyota, 1 


32. (37) David Starr, Chevrolet, 112,5. 

33. (40) Mike Harmon, Dodge, 112, 4. 

34. (26) Ross Chastain, Chevrolet, sus¬ 
pension, 78, 3. 

35. (24) Jeremy Clements, Chevrolet, 
fuelpump, 53,2. 

36. (17) Dylan Lupton, Ford, accident, 

37. (14) Ty MajeskI, Ford, accident, 32, 

38. (9) Ryan Truex, Chevrolet, accident, 
32, 9. 

39. (36) Chad FInchum, Chevrolet, ac¬ 
cident, 32,1. 

40. (30) Spencer Boyd, Chevrolet, ac¬ 
cident, 32,1. 

Race Statistics 

Average Speed of Race Winner: 133.255 
mph. 

Time of Race: 2 hours, 17 minutes, 44 
seconds. 

Margin of Victory: .152 seconds. 
Cauiion Fiags: 5 for 29 laps. 

Lead Changes: 12 among 11 drivers. 
Lap Leaders: D.HemrIc 1-27; R.SIeg 28; 

D. Hemric 29-40; R.Reed 41; E.Sadler 42- 
52; J.Green 53; M.Harmon 54; C.Bell 55; 

E. Sadler 56-74; J.AIIgaier 75-109; A.Cindric 
110-112; T.Reddick 113-114; S.Gallagher 
115 

Leaders Summary (Driver, Times Led, 
Laps Led): D. Hemric 2 times for 39 laps; 
J. Allgaier 1 time for 35 laps; E. Sadler 2 
times for 30 laps; A. Cindric 1 time 
for 3 laps; T. Reddick 1 time for 2 laps; J. 
Green 1 time for 1 lap; S. Gallagher 1 time 
for 1 lap; R. Sieg 1 time for 1 lap; R. Reed 1 
time for 1 lap; C. Bell 1 time for 1 lap; M. 
Harmon 1 time for 1 lap. 

Wins: C.Bell, 1; S.Gallagher, 1; 
T.Reddick, 1. 

Top 10 in Points: 1. E.Sadler, 356; 2. 
T.Reddick, 316; 3. J.AIIgaier, 309; 4. C.Bell, 
307; 5. C.Custer, 299; 6. D.Hemric, 297; 
7. S.Gallagher, 277; 8. B.Jones, 269; 9. 
R.Truex, 251; 10. M.TIfft, 235. 


Porsche Grand Prix 

Saturday 

At Stuttgart, Germany 
Surface: Clay-indoor 
Singles 
Semifinals 

CoCo Vandeweghe, United States, def. 
Caroline Garcia (6), France, 6-4, 6-2. 

Karolina Pliskova (5), Czech Republic, 
def. Anett Kontaveit, Estonia, 6-4, 6-2. 


Eastern Conference 

W L T Pts GF GA 

Atlanta United FC 6 1 1 19 21 9 

New York City FC 5 1 2 17 16 9 

New England 4 2 2 14 13 8 

Columbus 4 3 2 14 13 10 

Orlando City 4 2 1 13 14 12 

New York 4 3 0 12 17 10 

Chicago 2 3 2 8 11 12 

Philadelphia 2 3 2 8 6 10 

Montreal 2 6 0 6 10 21 

D.C. United 1 4 2 5 8 13 

Toronto FC 1 4 1 4 6 13 

Western Conference 

W L T Pts GF GA 
Sporting KC 5 2 2 17 20 12 

Vancouver 4 4 1 13 10 17 

Los Angeles FC 4 2 0 12 16 13 

FC Dallas 3 0 3 12 9 3 

LA Galaxy 3 4 1 10 10 13 

Real Salt Lake 3 4 1 10 9 16 

Minnesota United 3 5 0 9 11 16 

Houston 2 3 2 8 15 11 

Colorado 2 2 2 8 9 8 

Portland 2 3 2 8 12 14 

San Jose 1 4 2 5 12 15 

Seattle 13 1 4 5 8 

NOTE: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Friday, April 27 

Vancouver 2, Real Salt Lake 0 
Saturday, April 28 
Atlanta United FC 4, Montreal 1 
Chicago 2, Toronto FC 2, tie 
Philadelphia 3, D.C. United 2 
Columbus 2, San Jose 1 
New England 1, Sporting Kansas City 

0 

Minnesota United 2, Houston 1 
New York 3, LA Galaxy 2 
Sunday, April 29 
Orlando City at Colorado 
FC Dallas at New York City FC 
Seattle at Los Angeles FC 
Friday, May 4 
Philadelphia at Toronto FC 
Saturday, May 5 
New England at Montreal 
New York City FC at New York 
Vancouver at Minnesota United 
Columbus at Seattle 
FC Dallas at Los Angeles FC 
Atlanta United FC at Chicago 
Colorado at Sporting Kansas City 
LA Galaxy at Houston 
Portland at San Jose 

Sunday, May 6 

Real Salt Lake at Orlando City 

Saturday 

Red Bulls 3, Galaxy 2 

New York 1 2-3 

Los Angeles 0 2—2 

First half— 1, New York, Royer, 1 
(Wright-Phillips, Gamarra), 7th minute. 

Second half— 2, New York, Valot, 2 
(Wright-Phillips, Gamarra), 49th. 3, Los 
Angeles, Kamara, 2 (Ibrahimovic), 59th. 
4, Los Angeles, Dos Santos, 1 (Romney, 
Ibrahimovic), 66th. 5, New York, Kaku, 2 
(penalty kick), 84th. 


Hungarian Open 

Saturday 
At Budapest, Hu 
Purse: SE" " 


Semifinals 

Marco Cecchinato, Italy, def. Andreas 
SeppI (8), Italy, 5-7, 7-6 (4), 6-3. 


_—New York, Luis Robles; Los 

Angeles, David Bingham. 

Yellow Cards— Dos Santos, Los Ange¬ 
les, 61st; Meara, New York, 90th. 
A-26,704 (27,000) 

Minnesota United 2, Dynamo 1 

Houston 1 0—1 

Minnesota 1 1—2 

First half— 1, Houston, Ells, 4 (Quioto, 
Martinez), 10th minute. 2, Minnesota, 
Quintero, 2 (penalty kick), 40th. 

Second half— 3, Minnesota, Ibson, 2 
(Ibarra, Martin), 70th. 

Goalies— Houston, Joe Willis; Minne¬ 
sota, Bobby Shuttleworth. 

Yellow Cards— Fuenmayor, Houston, 
40th; Ceren, Houston, 55th; Schuller, Min¬ 
nesota, 65th. 

A-21,574 (21,895) 

Revolution 1, Sporting KC 0 

Kansas City 0 0-0 

New England 1 0—1 

First naif— 1, New England, Bunbury, 4 
(Fagundez), 46th minute. 

Goalies— Kansas City, Tim Melia; New 
England, Matt Turner. 


Saturday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

BALTIMORE ORIOLES - Optioned LHP 
Tanner Scott to Norfolk (IL). Recalled OF 
Joey Rickard from Norfolk. 

CHICAGO WHITE SOX - Added RHP 
Juan Mlnaya (Charlotte-IL) as 26th man. 
Optioned RHP Gregory Infante to Char¬ 
lotte (IL). Selected the contract of RHP 
Dylan Covey from Charlotte and optioned 
him back to Charlotte. 

KANSAS CITY ROYALS - Recalled RHP 
Trevor Oaks from Omaha (PCL). 

MINNESOTA TWINS - Selected the 
contract of RHP Matt Maglll from Roch¬ 
ester (IL). 

National League 

CHICAGO CUBS - Optioned INF David 
Bote to Iowa (PCL). Reinstated INF/OF 
Ben Zobrist from the 10-day DL. 

CINCINNATI REDS - Assigned INF Cliff 
Pennington outright to Louisville (IL) 

NEW YORK METS - Optioned RHP Ja¬ 
cob Rhame to Las Vegas (PCL). Reinstat¬ 
ed LHP Jason Vargas from the 10-day DL. 

SAN DIEGO PADRES - Optioned 3B 
Cory Spangenberg to El Paso (PCL). 

LOS ANGELES DODGERS - Recalled OF 


Yellow Cards— Fagundez, New Eng¬ 
land, 48th; Shelton, Kansas City, 76th; 

Somi, New England, 77th. 

A- 17,075 (20,000) 

Crew 2 , Earthquakes 1 

San Jose 1 0—1 

Columbus 1 1—2 

First half— 1, Columbus, Afful, 1 
(Higuain, Valenzuela), 28th minute. 2, 
San Jose, Hoesen, 3 (Jungwlrth), 45th. 

Second half— 3, Columbus, Grella, 1 
(Santos), 84th. 

Goalies— San Jose, Andrew Tarbell; 
Columbus, Zack Steffen. 

Yellow Cards— Godoy, San Jose, 3rd; 
Hansen, Columbus, 36th; Jungwirth, San 
Jose, 66th: Valenzuela, Columbus, 67th; 
Hoesen, San Jose, 72nd. 

A-11,479 (19,968) 

Union 3, United 2 

D.C. United 1 1-2 

Philadelphia 1 2—3 

First half— 1, D.C. United, Stieber, 1 
(Acosta, Asad), 7th minute. 2, Philadel¬ 
phia, llsinho 1 (Rosenberry), 37th. 

Second half— 3, Philadelphia, Sapong, 
2 (Bedoya, Medunj'anin), 60th. 4, D.C. 
United, Mattocks, 3 (Stieber, Miranda), 
70th. 5, Philadelphia, Dockal, 1, 72nd. 

Goalies— D.C. United, Steve Clark; 
Philadelphia, Andre Blake. 

Yellow Cards— Asad, D.C. United, 25th; 
Trusty, Philadelphia, 44th; Elliott, Phila¬ 
delphia, 66th. 

A- 16,493 (18,500) 

Fire 2 , Toronto FC 2 

Chicago 0 2—2 

Toronto 2 0—2 

First half— 1, Toronto, Osorio, 1 
(Giovinco, Vazquez), 8th minute. 2, To¬ 
ronto, Vazquez, 1 (Bradley), 22nd. 

Second half— 3, Chicago, Schwelnstel 
ger, 1 (Ellis, Campos), 69th. 4, Chicago 
Gordon, 1 (Schweinsteiger, Kappelhof) 
95th. 

Goalies— Chicago, Richard Sanchez 
Toronto, Alex Bono. 

Yellow Cards— Katai, Chicago, 74th 
Hernandez, Toronto, 81st. 

A-26,331 (30,991) 

Atlanta United 4, Impact 1 

Montreal 1 0-1 

Atlanta 0 4-4 

First half— 1, Montreal, Taider, 1 (Du¬ 
vall, Silva), 13th minute. 

Second half— 2, Atlanta, Almiron, 5 
(penalty kick), 69th. 3, Atlanta, Kratz, 1, 
78th. 4, Atlanta, Almiron, 5 (Martinez), 
84th. 5, Atlanta, Kratz, 2, 94th. 

Goalies— Montreal, Evan Bush; Atlan¬ 
ta, Brad Guzan. 

Yellow Cards-Piette, Montreal, 35th; 
Gonzalez Pirez, Atlanta, 56th; Garza, At¬ 
lanta, 60th: Bush, Montreal, 61st; Duvall, 
Montreal, 69th; Almiron, Atlanta, 82nd; 
Taider, Montreal, 83rd. 

A-45,039 (45,039) 

NWSL 

W L T Pts GF GA 

North Carolina 5 0 1 16 11 4 

Chicago 2 1 3 9 9 6 

Portland 2 1 2 8 7 6 

Seattle 2 11 7 4 3 

Washington 1 2 2 5 7 8 

Orlando 1 2 2 5 4 6 

Utah 0 1 4 4 3 4 

Houston 0 3 2 2 1 7 

Sky Blue FC 0 2 1113 

NOTE: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Saturday’s games 
North Carolina 2, Houston 0 
Chicago 1, Washington 1 
Seattle 1, Orlando 1 
Portland 1, Utah 1 

Wednesday’s game 
Orlando at Chicago 

Saturday, May 5 
Seattle at Portland 
Houston at Sky Blue FC 
Washington at Utah 

Sunday, May 6 
Chicago at North Carolina 


Alex Verdugo from Oklahoma City (PCL) 
and RHP Walker Buehler from Rancho 
Cucamonga (Cal). Optioned LHP Scott 
Alexander to Oklahoma City. 

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS - Optioned OF 
Tyler O’Neill to Memphis (PCL). Recalled 
RHP Jack Flaherty from Memphis. 

SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS - Placed OF 
Mac Williamson on the 7-day DL and INF 
Joe Panik on the 10-day DL. Recalled OF 
Austin Slater, LHP D.J. Snelten and RHP 
Derek Law from Sacramento (PCL). Se¬ 
lected the contract of INF Alen Hanson 
from Sacramento. Reinstated RHP Chris 
Stratton from paternity leave. Trans¬ 
ferred RHP Mark Melancon to the 60-day 
DL. Optioned RHP Roberto Gomez to Sac¬ 
ramento. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 
NEW JERSEY DEVILS - Recalled G 
Mackenzie Blackwood from Adirondack 
(ECHL) to Binghamton (AHL). 

SOCCER 

Major League Soccer 
NEW YORK RED BULLS - Placed D 
Kyle Duncan on season-ending injured 
reserve. 


College baseball 


Saturday’s scores 

EAST 

Army 3-2, Holy Cross 2-1 
Baruch 7-3, John Jay 2-16 
Bryant 9-4, CCSU 4-0 
Bucknell 7, Lafayette 1 
Canisius 7-12, Rider 3-13 
Cornell 10-7, Harvard 8-4 
Dartmouth 2-4, Brown 1-5 
Fordham 8, Saint Joseph’s 7 
George Washington 11, St. Bonaven- 
ture 4 

Hartford 13-6, UMass-Lowell 9-3 
Lehigh 1-1, Navy 0-6 
Marist 7-3, Fairfield 3-2 
Maritime 10-7, Old Westbury 9-6 
Monmouth 17-6, Manhattan 7-1 
Mount St. Mary’s 7, Sacred Heart 0 
Niagara 18-9, Saint Peter’s 5-1 
Northeastern 23, Towson 6 
Northwestern 7, Penn St. 6 
Penn 3-4, Columbia 2-20 
Pittsburgh 2-1, LIU Brooklyn 1-0 
Oulnniplac 2-0, Iona 1-3 
Saint Louis 15, La Salle 1 
Seton Hall 2, Villanova 1 
Siena 5-3, Abilene Christian 0-2 
Stony Brook 5-3, Binghamton 0-1 
Tulane 7, UConn 1 
UMBC 9-7, Maine 4-4 
Wagner 6-4, Fairleigh Dickinson 3-0 
West Virginia 8, Texas 6 
Yale 2-6, Princeton 1-0 
SOUTH 

Alabama A&M 12, MVSU 2 
Alabama St. 9, Florida A&M 4 
Appalachian St. 7, Little Rock 6 
Arkansas St. 6, South Alabama 3 
Austin Peay 8, UT Martin 4 
Bellarmine 6-0, Ill.-Springfield 3-7 
Blue Mountain 13, Bethel (Tenn.) 3 
Campbellsville 13-2, Cumberlands 6-3 
Christian Brothers 5-4, Union (Tenn.) 
4-7 

Clark Atlanta 23-23, Lane 8-5 
Clemson 5, Virginia 4 
Coastal Carolina 11, Louisiana-Monroe 
4 

Coll, of Charleston 11, Delaware 2 
Coppin St. 4, Delaware St. 1 
Dayton 7, Richmond 6 
Duke 11, Virginia Tech 5 
E. Mennonite 9-4, Lynchburg 7-15, 1st 
game 10 innings 

ETSU 14, W. Carolina 12 
Elon 6, UNC Wilmington 2 
FlU 15-5, Marshall 0-6 
Florida 12, Auburn 3 
Florida St. 10, Miami 1 
FAU 5-2, UAB 2-8 

Florida Gulf Coast 3, Kennesaw St. 0 
Furman 11-1, The Citadel 5-6, 10 In- 

Georgetown (Ky.) 26-13, Kentucky 
Christian 0-2 

Georgia 12, Tennessee 4 
Georgia Tech 5, Wake Forest 1 
Hampden-Sydney 11-7, Guilford 1-2 
Hofstra 7, William & Mary 3 
Houston 3, East Carolina 1 
Incarnate Word 4, New Orleans 3, 10 
inngins 

Jackson St. 7, Alcorn St. 3 
Jacksonville 7, NJIT 1 
Jacksonville St. 6, E. Kentucky 1 
Keiser 7-14, S.C.-Beaufort 2-1 
Kentucky St. 11, Paine 6 
Kentucky Wesleyan 15-2, Alderson- 
Broaddus 8-2, 2nd game, 9 innings tied, 
ppd., darkness 

Lipscomb 7, SC-Upstate 4 
Longwood 8, Liberty 6 
Louisiana-Lafayette 6, Georgia St. 4 
Louisiana Tech 13, W. Kentucky 4 
Louisville 10, Indiana St. 6 
Manchester 9-5, Transylvania 7-0 
McNeese St. 9, Sam Houston St. 4 
Memphis 8, South Florida 2 
Mississippi 9, LSU 8 
Mississippi St. 11, Texas A&M 6 
Missouri 14, Kentucky 11 
Murray St. 9, Belmont 5 
NIcholls 6, Lamar 1 

Norfolk St. 11-5, Md.-Eastern Shore 6-4 
North Carolina 8, NC State 6 
N.C. A&T 4-3, Bethune-Cookman 3-6 
N.C. Central 15-3, Savannah St. 5-2 
Northwestern St. 7, Houston Baptist 4 
PIkeville 9-4, Lindsey Wilson 7-7 
Point (Ga.) 6, Montreat 1 
Radford 8, Presbyterian 4 
Rio Grande 3-14, Brescia 2-0 
SlU Edwardsville 5-4, Samford 0-2 
SE Louisiana 2, Stephen F. Austin 1 
Southern Miss. 9, Old Dominion 4 
Spalding 8-11, Blackburn 0-1 
St. Thomas (Fla.) 13, Florida National 3 
Stetson 5, North Florida 3 
Tennessee Tech 6, SE Missouri 2 
Tenn. Wesleyan 6, Milligan 4 
Thomas More 11-15, Geneva 6-3 
Troy 7, UT Arlington 6 
UMass 1, George Mason 0 
UNC Asheville 3, Gardner-Webb 1 


UNC Greensboro 11, Wofford 5 
Union (Ky.) 21, Bluefield South 4 
UTSA 11, Middle Tennessee 1 
Vanderbilt 8, South Carolina 1 
VCU 14, Davidson 1 
VMI 9, Mercer 4 

Washington and Lee 7-11, Emory & 
Henry 4-8 

Wichita St. 5, UCF 4 

MIDWEST 

BallSt. 11, N. Illinois 0 
Baylor 16, Kansas St. 3 
Bellevue 5, Waldorf 2 
Benedictine (Kan.) 8, Mount Mercy 0 
Bethel (Ind.) 8, Marian 7 
Boston College 6, Notre Dame 0 
Butler 10, Illinois St. 9 
Cent. Michigan 4, Bowling Green 3 
Chicago St. 11, N. Colorado 8 
Cincinnati 7, Kansas 6,13 innings 
Clarke 9-3, Graceland 2-2 
Coll, of the Ozarks 4-3, Central Chris¬ 
tian 3-0 

Concordia (Mich.) 14, Aquinas 4 
Cornerstone 6, Mich.-Dearborn 1 
Dakota Wesleyan 4, Concordia (Neb.) 

2 

E. Michigan 6, W. Michigan 1 
Evangel 5-9, Central Methodist 4-8 
Fort Wayne 6, S. Dakota St. 5 
Georgetown 6, Creighton 3 
Grace 7, Mount Vernon Nazarene 0 
Huntington 3, Goshen 0 
Indiana 2, Illinois 1,12 innings 
Indiana Wesleyan 12, Spring Arbor 1 
Jamestown 22, Dakota St. 2 
Kansas Wesleyan 8, Sterling 3 
Kent St. 4, Toledo 2 

Lindenwood-Belleville 10, Hannlbal- 
LaGrange 1 

Maryland 8, Michigan St. 2 
Michigan 10, Iowa 2 
Midland 6-8, Doane 1-7 
Minnesota 2, Ohio St. 1 
Missouri St. 2, Bradley 0 
Missouri Valley 3, Baker 1 
Morehead St. 24, E. Illinois 11 
Nebraska 12, Nevada 5 
Northwestern (Iowa) 10, Morningside 

Northwestern Ohio 8, Cleary 2 
Oakland 3, N. Kentucky 0 
Olivet Nazarene 4, Saint Xavier 3 
Omaha 13, N. Dakota St. 2 
Ottawa (Kan.) 9, San Diego Christian 5 
Park 9, Columbia (Mo.) 3 
Peru St. 5-7, William Penn 2-8 
Purdue 9, Rutgers 4 
Robert Morris-Springfield 10, Trinity 
Inti. 7 

S. Illinois 5, Evansville 4 
St. Francis (III.) 2-4, Trinity Christian 
0-3 

St. John’s 34, Xavier 7 
Tabor 9, Saint Mary (Kan.) 7 
Taylor 6, St. Francis (Ind.) 0 
UlC 5-4, Milwaukee 0-0 
Viterbo 5, Dakota St. 2 
Wright St. 10, Youngstown St. 3 
SOUTHWEST 
Arkansas 7, Alabama 4 
Cent. Arkansas 9, Texas A&M-CC 4 
Georgia Southern 7, Texas St. 6, 11 in- 

Oklahoma St. 10, Oklahoma 1 
Oral Roberts 3, W. Illinois 1 
Prairie View 6, Southern U. 4 
Rice 3, Charlotte 2 

Sciences & Arts (Okla.) 14, Bacone 3 
TCU 6, Texas Tech 0 
Texas Rio Grande Valley 7, Sacramento 
St. 6 

Texas Southern 7, Ark.-Pine Bluff 4 
Texas Wesleyan 15, MidAmerIca Chris¬ 
tian 10 

Williams Baptist 1, Lyon 0 
FAR WEST 
Air Force 14, Fresno St. 4 
Arizona St. 8, Oregon St. 5 
Cal St. Fullerton 5, UC Irvine 3 
Gonzaga 5, Loyola Marymount 3 
New Mexico St. 13, Grand Canyon 1 
Oregon 9, Southern Cal 2 
Pacific 14, Portland 7 
Saint Mary’s 7-3, Utah Valley 2-6 
San Diego 9, BYU 5 
San Diego St. 7, UNLV 6 
Santa Clara 12, San Francisco 5 
San Jose St. 5, New Mexico 4 
Stanford 5, California 2 
UC Davis 3, Long Beach St. 0, 10 In¬ 
nings 

UCLA 6, Cal Poly 3 

UC Santa Barbara 14, UC Riverside 2 
Utah 3, Arizona 2 

Washington St. at Washington, ppd., 
rain 

TOURNAMENT 
SAC Conference 
Third Round 

Carson-Newman 6, Anderson (SC) 1 

Catawba 3, Wingate 2 

Lincoln Memorial 10, Tusculum 7 


Zurich Classic of New Orleans 

Saturday 
At TPC Louisiana 
Avondaie, La. 

Purse: $7.2 miiiion 
Yardage: 7,425; Par 72 
Third Round 

62-70-64-196 -20 
62-72-63-197 -19 
62-69-66-197 -19 

64- 73-61-198 -18 

65- 73-61-199 -17 

66- 72-61-199 -17 
62-75-62-199 -17 
66-72-62-200 -16 
64-73-63-200 -16 
62-75-63-200 -16 

64- 72-64-200 -16 

65- 71-64-200 -16 
62-73-65-200 -16 
68-71-62-201 -15 


KIsner/Brown 
Finau/Summerhays 
KIm/Putnam 
Garnett/Hadley 
Horschel/Plercy 
Dufner/Perez 
Merritt/de Jonge 
Schwartzel/Oosthulzen 
Knox/Laird 
Paisley/Fleetwood 
Duncan/Schenk 
Goosen/Van Aswegen 
Henry/Hoge 
McCarthy/Dahmen 


Johnson/Byrd 66-70-65-201 -15 

Rose/Stenson 65-71-65-201 -15 

Steele/Lovemark 64-71-66-201 -15 

Lashley/Oppenheim 64-69-68-201 -15 

Mediheal Championship 

Saturday 

At Lake Merced Goif Ciub 
Daiy City, Caiif. 

Purse: $1.5 miiiion 
Yardage: 6,551; Par 72 
Third I- 


Lydia Ko 68-70-67-205 -11 

Jessica Korda 68-67-71-206 -10 

Minjee Lee 70-70-68-208 -8 

Mariajo Uribe 71-71-68-210 -6 

Ryann O’Toole 70-71-69-210 -6 

Moriya Jutanugarn 71-68-71-210 -6 

Charley Hull 69-68-73 -210 -6 

Arlya Jutanugarn 71-72-68-211 -5 

Annie Park 70-66-75-211 -5 
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NFL 


Call: Griffin pick highlight of day; Browns take Callaway 




Michael Conroy/AP 

Florida wide receiver Antonio Callaway runs a drill at the NFL scouting combine in March. The Cleveland 
Browns are counting on Callaway to outrun his troubled past. Callaway, who has had numerous legal 
issues, was drafted by Cleveland in the fourth round of the draft on Saturday. 


FROM BACK PAGE 

Exactly the sort of player the 
Seahawks seem to find; they 
drafted his twin brother, Shaquill, 
out of UCF last year. 

“It’s been a really good expe¬ 
rience,” Shaquem said. “I would 
have been crazy to turn an ex¬ 
perience down like this. I’m just 
glad I was one of the selected few 
to be here.” 

Griffin had one of the more un¬ 
usual ways of finding out he was 
chosen. 

“I was using the restroom and 
my brother came and tackled me 
with my cellphone, saying ‘answer 
it, answer it,’ and I looked, and 
that’s when tears started pouring 
down,” Griffin explained. 

“I literally went to use the rest¬ 
room and that’s when my brother 
busted in and tackled me. I think 
I was more scared of him tack¬ 
ling me in the bathroom and not 
knowing what was happening 
than anything.” 

Griffin received, by far, the 
biggest cheers of the day — loud¬ 
er even than when the Cowboys’ 
selections were announced. And 
he made a promise: “Great things 
are coming to Seattle.” 

Griffin’s selection early in the 
fifth round enlivened a day in 
which most picks are relatively 
unknown or obscure players. Not 
all, though. 

Michigan defensive tackle 
Maurice Hurst was taken one 
spot in front of Griffin by Oak¬ 
land. The All-American would 
have gone much earlier, but a 
heart condition was discovered 
at the combine, dropping him far 
down draft boards. 

He had 5 Vi sacks as an interior 
rusher and led all nose tackles 
and defensive tackles with 49 
total quarterback pressures, ac¬ 
cording to Pro Football Focus. 

“It’s tough thinking that you’re 
one of the top players in the draft 
and having good tape and ev¬ 
erything like that, just having to 
wait,” Hurst said. “You believe 
you’re better than guys who go 
ahead of you is tough. I’m just 


I was using the 
restroom and my 
brother came and 
tackled me with my 
cellphone, saying 
^answer it, answer 
it,’ and I looked, and 
that’s when tears 
started pouring 
down. 7 

Shaquem Griffin 

Seattle Seahawks 


happy to be in the right place and 
a great organization.” 

As for his health, “I’m ready to 
go right now.” 

Another All-American, Iowa 
linebacker Josey Jewell, was 
taken by Denver at No. 106. He’s 
not considered quick, but he is ac¬ 
tive and seemed to be in on every 
tackle for the Hawkeyes. 

“A lot of that is instincts. A lot of 
film watching for me,” he said. “It 
really helped me because I did not 
run the fastest time ever, not even 
close. I had to be able to make up 
from somewhere else.” 

Also: 

■ Michigan State extended its 
streak of having at least one play¬ 
er selected to 78 years when Brian 
Allen went to the Rams early in 
the fourth round. Only Michigan 
and use have longer streaks, 
both extended to 80 years during 
the first two days of the draft. 

■ The Giants took the first 
quarterback of the third day, 
Richmond’s Kyle Lauletta at No. 
109. The Giants passed on trying 
to get their quarterback of the fu¬ 
ture to replace Eli Manning in the 
first round, taking running back 
Saquon Barkley at No. 2 overall. 
Lauletta doesn’t have a big arm, 
but he showed good athleticism 
and accuracy playing at the FCS 


Jae S. Lee, The Dallas Morning News/AP 


NFL Network’s Scott Hanson, left, talks with Seattle Seahawks comerback Shaquill Griffin, center, and 
his twin brother Shaquem Griffin during the NFL Draft on Saturday in Arlington, Texas. 


school. 

Other quarterbacks chosen: 
Western Kentucky’s Mike White 
to Dallas; Washington State’s 
Luke Falk to Tennessee; Nebras¬ 
ka’s Tanner Lee to Jacksonville; 
LSU’s Danny Filing to New Eng¬ 
land; Florida International’s Alex 
McGeough to Seattle; and Toledo’s 
Logan Woodside to Cincinnati. 

■ Dallas acquired wideout 
Tavon Austin from the Rams in a 
trade Saturday. 

■ Cleveland used a fourth- 
round pick. No. 105 overall, to take 
one of the draft’s most talented 
but troubled wide receivers: Flor¬ 
ida’s Antonio Callaway. He had 
multiple suspensions while play¬ 
ing with the Gators, missing all of 
last season because of his part in 
a credit card fraud scheme. 

When Callaway plays he is a 


deep threat receiver and danger¬ 
ous return man, but he could be 
the next Josh Gordon, who has 
had many off-field issues and NFL 
suspensions with the Browns. 

■ Wisconsin tight end Troy 
Fumagalli, who is missing the 
index finger on his left hand, went 
to Denver in the fifth round. 

■ Three punters — yes, three 
— were taken in the fifth round. 

Michael Dickson, the Austra¬ 
lian from the University of Texas, 
was picked 149th overall by Se¬ 
attle. Alabama’s JK Scott was 
drafted 172nd overall by Green 
Bay, a pick before Oakland took 
Johnny Townsend from Florida. 


Townsend was the NCAA leader 
last season with a 47.5-yard aver¬ 
age on his 64 punts. 

In 1988, there were three punt¬ 
ers selected in the first 102 picks. 
Tom Tupa, who also went 4-9 as 
a starting quarterback during 
his 16 NFL seasons, and Greg 
Montgomery were both taken in 
the third round and became All- 
Pro punters. Barry Helton was a 
fourth-round pick. 

One more punter, Logan Cooke 
of Mississippi State, was chosen 
by Jacksonville, and the only 
placekicker taken was Jason 
Sanders of New Mexico by the 
Dolphins. 
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NEWS AND NOTES FROM THE WEEKEND 


Last-place Sabres land 
No. 1 overall draft pick 


Crown, Edgren earn title 


Associated Press 

The Buffalo Sabres finally won 
something on the heels of a sea¬ 
son in which they endured mostly 
losing. 

A franchise that became the 
NHL’s first to finish 31st in the 
standings following this year’s 
addition of the expansion Vegas 
Golden Knights came away a 
winner in the draft lottery held in 
Toronto on Saturday night. 

After center Ryan O’Reilly ac¬ 
knowledged two weeks ago that a 
losing culture crept into the Sa¬ 
bres’ locker room, perhaps land¬ 
ing the No. 1 pick could provide 
motivation, general manager 
Jason Botterill told The Associ¬ 
ated Press by phone. 

“We talked about change, and 
everyone assumes that’s like 
bringing in new players or bring¬ 
ing in new coaches, but it’s also 
changing things , how you go 
about your training,” said Bot¬ 
terill, who took over in May after 
GM Tim Murray and coach Dan 
Bylsma were fired. 

“Hopefully this gets them that 
much more excited,” he added. 
“We’re bringing in a No. 1 overall 
talent to this group. And my guess 
it’s going to give our coaches a 
jump. And it’s certainly going to 
give our players a little jump.” 

The Sabres will pick first for 
the third time in team history, 
and first since selecting Pierre 
Turgeon at No. 1 in 1987. Buffalo 
also lands the top pick after losing 
the lottery each of the previous 
two times the team finished last 
and settled for the No. 2 selec¬ 
tions in both 2014 and ‘15. 

The Carolina Hurricanes made 
the biggest jump in the draft 
order by moving from the 11th 
spot to 2nd. Montreal also shook 
up the draft order by moving up 
one spot and will select third. 

The Hurricanes and Cana- 
diens moved ahead of Ottawa and 
Arizona. The Senators dropped 
from the second slot to having the 
fourth pick, and Arizona dropped 
from third to fifth. 

Buffalo became just the eighth 
last-place finishing team to retain 
the first pick by winning the lot¬ 
tery since it was introduced by 
the NHL in 1995. 

Wilder: Joshua should 
take $50 million offer 

TALLADEGA, Ala. — WBC 
heavyweight champion Deontay 
Wilder thinks he’ll get the next 
shot at Anthony Joshua. 

Wilder said Sunday before 
serving as honorary pace car 
driver for the NASCAR race at 
Talladega Superspeedway that 
the fight “will definitely happen.” 
He says his team has offered 
Joshua a guarantee of at least $50 
million. 

Wilder says that “if Joshua and 
his team are smart enough, they’ll 
take this fight and take it soon.” 
He is 40-0 with 39 knockouts. 

A fight with Joshua would be 
a unification bout for the four 
heavyweight tiles. 


Fedor wins by TKO over 
Mir in Bellator MMA 

ROSEMONT, Ill. — A surprise 
visit by the FBI didn’t distract 
Fedor Emelianenko. 

Emelianenko won by technical 
knockout over Frank Mir in the 
opening minute of the first round 
of the Bellator Heavyweight World 
Grand Prix on Saturday night. 

The victory capped a whirlwind 
week for the Russian fighter, who 
was questioned by the FBI in his 
Chicago hotel room on Tuesday. 
Emelianenko has had business 
and other dealings with President 
Donald Trump, Trump’s personal 
attorney Michael Cohen and Rus¬ 
sian President Vladimir Putin. 

Emelianenko (37-5) connected 
with a left hand to Mir’s face, 
bringing him to the ground, and 
then pounded Mir with a series of 
lefts until the fight was stopped. 

Emelianenko, who also had to 
deal with travel issues, said he 
leaned on his faith to get through 
the week. 

“With God’s help,” Emelianen¬ 
ko said. 

He wouldn’t detail his conver¬ 
sation with the FBI. 

“Everything was great. Every¬ 
thing was OK,” he waid. 

Gallagher nabs lead, 
victory on overtime lap 

TALLADEGA, Ala. — Spen¬ 
cer Gallagher took the lead on 
the overtime lap to capture 
his first NASCAR Xfinity Se¬ 
ries race Saturday at Talladega 
Superspeedway. 

Gallagher went by Tyler Red¬ 
dick on the final lap after previ¬ 
ous leaders Austin Cindric and 
Justin Allgaier both ran out of gas 
during late cautions. 

It was the only time Gallagher 
led during the 115-lap race. He 
previously competed in the Truck 
Series. His previous best finish 
was fifth at Bristol. 

Brandon Jones finished sec¬ 
ond and Allgaier wound up third 
after refueling. Pole sitter Daniel 
Hemric led 39 laps but wound up 
23rd. 

Elliott Sadler was fifth but 
collected his second straight 
$100,000 Dash for Cash prize. He 
started in the rear because of an 
engine change. 

In other auto racing news: 

■ Lewis Hamilton won an in¬ 
cident-packed Azerbaijan Grand 
Prix Sunday to take over the 
championship lead. 

Sebastian Vettel led for much 
of the race, but was stuck in sec¬ 
ond behind Hamilton’s Mercedes 
teammate Valtteri Bottas when a 
crash between the two Red Bulls 
brought out the safety car. 

On the restart, Vettel lunged 
for the lead but could not keep his 
car on the racing line at the exit 
of the next corner and instead lost 
places. Soon afterward, Bottas’ 
right-rear tire picked up a punc¬ 
ture, ending his race and elevat¬ 
ing Hamilton to first. 


Senior pitches, hits 
Eagles past Yokota 
in softball final 

Stars and Stripes 

CAMP ZAMA, Japan - Quite the 
picture of exhaustion, Brittany Crown 
still had her wits about her enough to 
recognize a chance to win a game and 
a softball tournament title when she 
saw one. 

The Edgren senior scored the win¬ 
ning run with two outs in the bottom of 
the seventh, capping an Eagles rally for 
a 13-12 win over Yokota and the first 
DODEA Japan softball tournament title 
in school history. 

“I’m so happy,” Crown said. She and 
the Eagles have long served as second 
fiddles for the Panthers, losing to Yo¬ 
kota two years ago in the Far East D-ll 
final when Crown was a sophomore. 

“We have several returners who have 
been gunning for this,” Crown said. “It’s 
also nice to beat a Yokota team in a 
game like this.” 

Crown batted 3-for-4 with a double, 
a triple and two RBIs and finished with 
17 strikeouts. But she began leaning 
over, seemingly exhausted, in the sixth 
inning, suffering from abdominal pains 
and dehydration. 

“I didn’t eat, and it was really hot; 
we’re not used to playing in heat like 
this,” Crown said. Temperatures peaked 
at 78 degrees with a slight breeze. 

Still, Crown kept going, capping a pair 
of weekends in which she struck out 
82 batters in six games. She fanned 31 
the previous weekend against Kinnick. 

“That was something,” Richardson 
said. “She kept going out there. You 
literally had to tie her down. She still 
went out there and the girls rallied 
around her. She led them to this.” 

Meanwhile, the Eagles boys and girls 
teams each got their first wins of the 
season. Ariel Moncrief got her 16th and 
17th goals of the season as the Eagles 
girls downed E.J. King 4-2 on Satur¬ 
day. Ethan Hovenkotter and Jackie Bel- 
nap scored to power the Eagles boys 
over King 2-0 on Friday. 

Yokota: The Panthers went 4-0 
and captured their third 
straight DODEA Japan 
baseball tournament title, 
along the way beating 
Kinnick for the first time 
in three tries this season. ... Yokota’s 
girls soccer team outscored foes 13-4 
and won its third DODEA Japan tour¬ 
nament in the past four years. 

Kinnick: Kai Sullivan and Akimanzi 
Siibo each struck for 
two goals, but it was the 
defense and goaltend¬ 
ing that stepped up and 
helped the Red Devils’ 
strikers capture the DODEA Japan 
boys soccer tournament title, blanking 
M.C. Perry 6-0 in Saturday’s final. 

M.C. Perry: Earlier, Samurai junior 
striker Kai Lange broke 
the Pacific single-sea¬ 
son goal-scoring mark of 
64 set by Perry’s Tyelor 
Apple in 2012. Lange 
has 65 through 27 matches. He also 
won the DODEA Japan tournament 
Golden Boot award. 





Dave ORNAUER/Stars and Stripes 


It’s been a busy two weeks for Edgren right-hander Brittany Crown, 
who struck out 82 batters in six games, including 17 in Saturday’s 
DODEA Japan softball tournament final. The Eagles won 13-12 
over Yokota, and Crown scored the winning run in the bottom of the 
seventh inning. 


E.J. King: Known better for his 
prowess on the tennis 
I court, former DODEA 
Japan singles champion 
Akira Goodman scored a 
' goal and added an assist 
as the Cobras boys soccer team won 
its first match in 21 tries this season, 
2-1 over Edgren. 

Zama: Though the Trojans girls soc- 
i cer team finished fourth 
/ J ^he DODEA Japan 
1 tournament, striker Kaye- 
sha McNeill kept pace 
' with Kinnick’s Maggie 
Donnelly for the Pacific lead in goal 
scoring. McNeill got her 34th goal in 
a 2-1 loss to Perry in the semifinals on 
Saturday. 

Kubasaki: Ja’Tavia Callier broke the 
I two-year-old district re- 
I cord in track and field’s 
100-meter hurdles, 
I clocking 15.27 seconds 
' at Chatan’s American Vil¬ 
lage Stadium during Saturday’s Okina¬ 
wa finals. She broke her own personal 
record of 15.39 set on March 24, and 
the district mark of 15.87 set two years 
ago by Kadena’s Tiarrah Edwards. 

Kadena: Eric McCarter won two 
sprints and a relay race, 
while distance special¬ 
ist Guy Renquist won 
the 1,600 and 3,200 to 
power the Panthers to the 
boys team title in the Okinawa finals. 


Humphreys: The third time was 
the charm as Korea fi¬ 
nally managed to hold 
its district track finals at 
Humphreys. The meet 
had been canceled due 
to poor air quality the past two years. 
Quintin Metcalf won three events, in¬ 
cluding his specialty, the high jump, as 
the Blackhawks won the boys title. 

Seoul American: Alyse Neal also 
won her specialty, the 
long jump, and also 
captured the 100, 200 
and 400, while Falcons 
distance specialist Chloe 
Byrd the 1,600 and 3,200, boosting 
the Falcons to the girls district team 
title. 

Osan: The Cougars girls were de- 
^ throned after winning the 
title the last two years, 
but settled for third place 
in the Korea Blue Divi- 
sion soccer tournament. 
Elizabeth White notched a hat trick as 
Osan downed Seoul American 3-1 in 
Saturday’s third-place match. 

The Warriors’ boys and girls 
track and field teams 
each took fourth place in 
the Korea district finals. 
Thomas Curran was the 
lone Daegu athlete to win 
an event, taking his specialty, the 400 
in 51.94 seconds. 
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HIGH SCHOOL: DODEA EUROPE 


NEWS AND NOTES FROM THE WEEKEND 


Rota, Sigonella shine in four-team events 


Stars and Stripes 

Multiple teams gathered in central 
locations for key meets in baseball, 
softball, soccer and track and field over 
the weekend as the DODEA Europe 
schedule moved to within a month of 
the postseason in every spring sport. 

Alconbury: The Dragons were idle 
on the DODEA Europe 
soccer pitch over the 
weekend, but they’ll fin¬ 
ish strong in May. Alcon¬ 
bury hosts Lakenheath 
on Saturday and visits Division III rival 
Brussels on May 12. 

AFNORTH: The Lions soccer teams 
stretched their legs for 
the upcoming Division II 
soccer tournaments with 
a high-octane display 
of goal scoring Friday at 
Baum holder. The girls took a 10-1 win, 
while the boys cruised 15-0. 

American Overseas School of 
Rome: The Falcons’ 
unbeaten boys soccer 
record was spoiled in a 
6-2 loss to Naples on 
Saturday. AOSR looks to 
rebuild its momentum against Sigonella 
on Saturday. 

Ansbach: The Cougars take their 
turn hosting a track and 
field meet on Saturday. 
Black Forest, Hohenfels, 
Munich International and 
Ramstein are scheduled 
to fill out the field. 

Aviano; The Saints picked up a solid 
3-1 boys soccer victory 
over Sigonella on Sat¬ 
urday. This weekend’s 
visit to Vicenza brings an 
end to Aviano’s regular 

season. 

Baumholder: The Bucs continued a 
strong spring on the track 
with a third-place show¬ 
ing Saturday behind only 
Division I programs Wies¬ 
baden and Lakenheath. 
Lome Huxtable topped all boys triple 
jump rivals to provide one of the Divi¬ 
sion III squad’s highlights. 

Black Forest Academy: The Falcons 
stormed back from an imposing three- 
goal deficit Saturday to force reigning 
Division II boys soccer champion Mary- 
mount into a tie. A BFA free kick in the 
game’s final minute clinched the draw 
with the favored Royals. 










minded Brussels program on Friday. 
Three different goal scorers fueled a 3- 
1 girls win, while Alvaro Segura scored 
both goals in a 2-1 boys win. 

Sigonella: Jessica Jacobs tossed a 
I five-inning no-hitter on 
Saturday in the Jaguars’ 
10-0 softball victory over 
Flohenfels. The perfor¬ 
mance highlighted a 4-0 
weekend for Sigonella. 


Baumholder’s Demauriay Medina, left, passes the ball past AFNORTH’s Paul Kohl on Friday. 


ils: The Brigands’ Evin Harper 
I took first place in the 
girls’ 100-meter hurdles 
Saturday at Wiesbaden. 
Harper’s time of 17.63 
' seconds was a full sec¬ 
ond under DODEA-Europe’s standard 
for championship meet qualification. 

Hohenfels: A hectic two days of 
I baseball and softball at 
Aviano gives way to a bye 
this weekend. The Tigers 
I return to the diamond 
May 11 against Vilseck. 

Kaiserslautern: The Raiders doubled 
I up the Lancers in both 
halves of a Saturday soft- 
ball doubleheader, notch¬ 
ing 12-6 and 14-7 wins. 
Ally Alamos led the way 
on the mound and at the plate in the 
opener, while Abby Young did the same 
in the late game. 

Lakenheath: Lancers speedster 
Kobe Cox is squarely in 
I the running for the honor 
of DODEA Europe’s fast¬ 
est sprinter this spring. 

' Cox won the 100-meter 
dash Saturday at Wiesbaden with a 
blistering time of 11.33 seconds and 
the 200-meter race in 22.89 seconds. 


Marymount: The Royals are back 
to boys soccer business 
in May after allowing 
BFA to rally for a 3-3 tie. 
Marymount visits Naples 
on Saturday and hosts 
Vicenza on May 12. 

Naples: The Wildcats steamrolled a 
very solid AOSR team in a 
decisive 6-2 boys soccer 
decision Friday. Christian 
Albright had two goals 
and two assists to lead 
the Naples attack. 

Ramstein: The Royals’ increasingly 
prolific boys soccer of¬ 
fense produced a 7-0 
rout of Vilseck on Satur¬ 
day. Anthony Villella and 
Chris Slover each logged 
three-goal hat tricks in the win. 

Rota: The Admirals enjoyed a perfect 
weekend on the baseball 
diamond. On Friday, Rota 
beat Aviano 11-3 and 
Hohenfels 11-0; on Sat¬ 
urday, the Admirals beat 
Hohenfels 1 9-4 and Aviano 10-1. 

SHAPE: The Spartan 
boys and girls soccer 
teams earned matching 
victories over an upset- 


Kent HARRis/Stars and Stripes 

Sigonella’s Jessica Jacobs delivers a pitch during her no-hitter 
against Hohenfels on Saturday. The Jaguars won 10-0. 


Spangdahlem: A pair of prolific goal 
scorers led the Sentinels 
to a 7-2 girls soccer de¬ 
feat of Hohenfels on 
Saturday. Keena Teahon 
scored three goals and 
Emma Passig added two. 

Stuttgart: The Panthers tasted two 
very different varieties 
of victory in their pair of 
baseball games Friday at 
Vicenza. Stuttgart edged 
Vicenza in a tense 8-7 
win and hung 11 third-inning runs on 
Naples in a 19-2 blowout. 

Vicenza: A pair of goals by Hope 
Bello were enough to give 
the Cougars a steady 2- 
0 girls soccer win over 
Florence on Friday. Bello 
scored a goal in each half 
to prop up Vicenza’s shutout defensive 
effort. 

Vilseck: The Falcons enjoyed a 2-0 

t Friday in the four-team 
Division I meet played 
over the weekend at Vi¬ 
cenza. Vilseck built early 

-J leads on both occasions 

and held on for a 10-6 defeat of Napels 
and a 6-3 win over Vicenza. 
Wiesbaden: The Warriors were far 
and away the class of the 
ht-school track and 
field meet they hosted 
on Saturday. The Wi¬ 
esbaden girls finished 
first by a 113-point margin, while the 
boys finished 54 points clear of their 
runner-up. 
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MLB SCOREBOARD 


American League 

East Division 

W L Pet 

Boston 19 7 

New York 17 9 

Toronto 14 12 

Tampa Bay 12 13 

Baltimore 7 20 

Central Division 
Cleveland 14 11 

Detroit 11 14 

Minnesota 9 13 

Chicago 8 17 

Kansas City 6 20 

West Division 
Houston 18 10 

LosAngeies 16 11 

Seattie 15 11 

Oakland 14 13 

Texas 11 17 


393 


National League 

East Division 

W L Pet GB 

New York 16 9 .640 - 

Philadelphia 16 10 .615 '/z 

Atlanta 15 11 .577 I'/z 

Washington 11 16 .407 6 

Miami 8 18 .308 8'/2 

Central Division 

Pittsburgh 16 11 .593 - 

Chicago 14 10 .583 Vi 

St. Louis 15 11 .577 Vz 

Milwaukee 16 12 .571 Vz 

Cincinnati 6 21 .222 10 

West Division 

Arizona 19 7 .731 — 

Colorado 15 13 .536 5 

San Francisco 13 14 .481 6!/z 

LosAngeies 12 14 .462 7 

San Diego 10 18 .357 10 

Saturday’s games 
Minnesota 3, Cincinnati 1 
Chicago White Sox 8-2, Kansas City 0-5 
Tampa Bay 12, Boston 6 
Texas 7, Toronto 4 
Seattle 12, Cleveland 4 
Detroit 9, Baltimore 5 
Houston 11, Oakland 0 
N.Y. Yankees 11, L.A. Angels 1 
Chicago Cubs 3, Milwaukee 0 
Arizona 4, Washington 3,10 innings 
L.A. Dodgers 15-3, San Francisco 6-8 
Atlanta 4, Philadelphia 1 
Pittsburgh 6, St. Louis 2 
Miami 4, Colorado 1 
San Diego 12, N.Y. Mets 2 
Sunday’s games 
Detroit at Baltimore 
Tampa Bay at Boston 
Texas at Toronto 
Seattle at Cleveland 
Cincinnati at Minnesota 
Oakland at Houston 
Chicago White Sox at Kansas City 
N.Y. Yankees at L.A. Angels 
Colorado at Miami 
Arizona at Washington 
Atlanta at Philadelphia 
St. Louis at Pittsburgh 
Milwaukee at Chicago Cubs 
N.Y. Mets at San Diego 
L.A. Dodgers at San Francisco 
Monday’s games 

Texas (Hamels 1-4) at Cleveland (Bau¬ 
er 2-2) 

Kansas City (Hammel 0-2) at Boston 
(Rodriguez 3-0) 

Tampa Bay (Faria 1-1) at Detroit (Zim- 
mermann 1-0) 

N.Y. Yankees (Gray 1-1) at Houston 
(Morton 3-0) 

Toronto (Sanchez 1-2) at Minnesota 
(Lynn 0-2) 

Colorado (Freeland 1-3) at Chicago 
Cubs (Lester 2-1) 

Pittsburgh (Kuhl 3-1) at Washington 
(Roark 1-2) 

Milwaukee (Chacin 2-1) at Cincinnati 
(Finnegan 0-2) 

Philadelphia (Arrieta 3-0) at Miami 
(Chen 0-0) 

L.A. Dodgers (Hill 1-1) at Arizona (Gre- 
Inke 2-2) 

San Diego (Lauer 0-1) at San Francisco 
(Samardzija 1-1) 

Saturday 

Braves 4, Phillies 1 

Atlanta Philadelphia 

ah r h hi ah r hbi 

incarteef 5 0 11 C.Hman2b 2 0 0 0 

Albies2b 3 111 C.Sntnalb 3 0 0 0 

F.Frmanlb 5 0 11 O.Hrrracf 4 0 10 

Mrkakisrf 2 111 Hoskins If 3 0 0 0 

Acuna if 3 0 0 0 N.WIImsrf 4 0 0 0 

Swanson ss 4 0 1 0 Franco 3b 4 12 1 

Flowers c 4 0 10 J.Crwfrss 10 0 0 

R.FIhrtSb 4 110 Flrimnph-ss2 0 1 0 

FItynwc p 3 110 Alfaro c 4 0 0 0 

Carle p 0 0 0 0 Pivettap 10 0 0 

Tucker ph 10 10 Kingery ph 1 0 1 0 

Minterp 0 0 0 0 E.Ramos p 0 0 0 0 

Winkler p 0 0 0 0 Morgan p 0 0 0 0 

Vzcaino p 0 0 0 0 Altherr ph 10 0 0 

Arano p 0 0 0 0 

Rios p 0 0 0 0 

Knapp ph 10 0 0 

Totals 34 4 9 4 Totals 31 1 5 1 
Atlanta 012 010 000-4 

Philadelphia 000 010 000-1 

DP—Philadelphia 1. LOB—Atlanta 9, 
Philadelphia 8. 3B-F.Freeman (1). HR- 
Markakis (4), Franco (3). SB—Inciarte 2 
(12).SF-Albies(l). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Atlanta 

Foltynewicz W,2-l 6 3 112 6 

Carle H,5 1 2 0 0 0 0 

MinterH,3 '/z 0 0 0 2 0 

Winkler H,3 % 0 0 0 0 2 

Vizcaino S,3-4 1 0 0 0 1 3 

Philadelphia 

PivettaL,l-l 5 6 4 4 3 6 

Ramos I'/s 1 0 0 10 

Morgan Vz 0 0 0 1 1 

Arano 1 2 0 0 0 0 

Rios 1 0 0 0 0 0 

T-3:10. A-27,794 (43,647). 


Cubs 3, Brewers 0 

Milwaukee Chicago 

ah r h hi ah r hbi 

Caincf 3 0 10 Almoracf 3 110 
Yelichlf 4 0 0 0 J.Baezss-2b4 0 1 1 

Braun lb 4 0 0 0 Bryant 3b 3 0 0 0 

Do.Sntnrf 3 0 0 0 Rizzo lb 4 0 0 0 

H.Perez 3b 3 0 10 Cntrrasc 3 0 0 0 
Villar2b 3 0 0 0 Schwrbr If 4 0 10 

Pinac 3 0 0 0 Densingp 0 0 0 0 

Arciass 3 0 0 0 Cishekp 0 0 0 0 

Ju.Grrap 2 0 0 0 Zobrist2b-lf3 110 

Drake p 0 0 0 0 Heyward rf 2 1 10 

Sogardph 1 0 0 0 Qintanap 10 0 0 

Wodruffp 0 0 0 0 LStllaph 10 12 

Strop p 0 0 0 0 
Russell ss 0 0 0 0 
Totals 29 0 2 0 Totals 28 3 6 3 

Milwaukee 000 000 000-0 

Chicago 001 000 20x-3 

E-J.Baez (6). LOB-Milwaukee 3, Chi¬ 
cago 6. 2B—Cain (7), J.Baez (8), Heyward 
(3). SB-J.Baez (3). S-Almora (1), Quin- 


la (3). 

Milwaukee 

Guerra L,2-l 

Drake 

Woodruff 


R ER BB SO 


0 0 0 0 2 

Chicago 

Quintana W,3-l 7 2 0 0 1 7 

Strop H,1 l'/3 0 0 0 0 3 

Duensing H,2 Vi 0 0 0 0 0 

Cishek Vz 0 0 0 0 0 

HBP—by Guerra (Contreras). WP— 
Quintana. T-2:37. A-40,147 (41,649). 

Yankees 11, Angels 1 

New York Los Angeles 

ah r h hi ab r hbi 

Gardner If 5 10 0 Kinsler2b 4 0 10 

Judge rf 6 2 3 1 Trout cf 2 0 10 

Grgriusss 3 10 0 Young pr-cf 1 0 0 0 

Trreyesss 2 0 0 0 Upton If 3 0 0 0 

Stanton dh 5 110 R.Rvera lb 10 10 

G.Sanchc 4 3 2 1 Pujols dh 4 0 0 0 

A.Hickscf 3 113 Vlbuena3b 4 0 2 0 

N.WIkerlb 5 2 2 2 Cozartss 4 111 

Andu]ar3b 5 0 3 1 K.CIhun rf 4 0 10 

G.Trres 2b 5 0 2 1 J.Marte lb-lf3 0 0 0 

MIdnadoc 3 0 0 0 

Totals 431114 9 Totals 33 1 7 1 
New York 550 000 010-11 

LosAngeies 000 010 000- 1 

E-Cozart (2). DP-New York 1. LOB- 
New York 10, Los Angeles 8. 2B—Judge 
(6), G.Sanchez 2 (8), Andujar (12), 
G.Torres (2), Valbuena (2). 3B-A.Hicks 

(1). HR-Cozart (3). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

New York 

Tanaka W,4-2 6 2 1 1 2 9 

Shreve 1 1 0 0 0 2 

Cole 2 4 0 0 1 1 

Los Angeles 

Richards L,3-l 1% 5 9 5 3 2 

Paredes 2'/3 4 1111 

Alvarez 1 00002 

Ramirez 2Vi 3 1113 

Parker IVz 2 0 0 0 2 

WP—Ramirez, Shreve. T—3:09. A— 

44,649 (45,050). 

White Sox 8, Royals 0 

First Game 

Chicago Kansas City 

ab r h hi ab r hbi 

Moncada2b 5 12 1 Mrrfeld2b 4 0 0 0 

Y.Sanch 3b 5 0 2 3 Mstakas 3b 4 0 0 0 

J.Abreulb 3 0 0 0 S.Perezdh 3 0 10 

DImnicolf 4 10 0 Duda lb 4 0 10 

Dvidsondh 5 13 0 Soler rf 3 0 10 

W.Cstllc 4 0 0 0 Jaycf 4 0 10 

Nrvaezph-c 1 0 0 0 A.Escbrss 3 0 0 0 

Palka rf 5 3 4 3 A.Grdon If 4 0 2 0 

Ti.Andrss 4 12 0 Buterac 3 0 0 0 

L.Grciacf 4 12 1 

Totals 40 815 8 Totals 32 0 6 0 

Chicago 010 400 300-8 

Kansas City 000 000 000-0 

DP—Chicago 1, Kansas City 1. LOB— 

Chicago 8, Kansas City 8. 2B—Y.Sanchez 
(5), Davidson (4), Palka h), S.Perez (1). 
HR-Palka(l). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Chicago 

Fulmer W,2-l 7 4 0 0 3 3 


Oaks L,0-1 5 12 5 5 1 4 

Stout l'/3 2 2 2 1 1 

Smith 2Vi 1 1113 

T-2:49. A-16,971 (37,903). 

Royals 5, White Sox 2 

Second Game 

Chicago Kansas City 

ab r h hi ab r hbi 

Ti.Andrss 4 111 Mrrfeld2b 3 0 0 0 

Y.Sanch 3b 4 0 0 0 Mstakas dh 4 1 10 

J.Abreudh 4 0 10 S.Perez c 4 2 10 

Dvidson lb 3 0 0 0 Soler rf 3 0 11 

Moncada2b 4 0 0 0 Duda lb 3 10 0 

L.Grcialf-cf 3 110 A.AImntcf 2 111 
T.Thmps rf 3 0 0 0 A.Grdon If 4 0 2 3 

Narvaez c 3 0 2 0 Cthbert3b 4 0 0 0 

Engel cf 2 0 0 0 A.Escbrss 4 0 10 

DImnico ph-lfl Oil 

Totals 31 2 6 2 Totals 31 5 7 5 

Chicago 100 000 010-2 

Kansas City 300 010 Olx-5 

E—Covey (1), L.Garcia(2). DP—Chicago 
1, Kansas City 2. LOB—Chicago 3, Kansas 
City 9. 2B-J.Abreu (4), S.Perez (2), Soler 
(6), A.Gordon (3). HR-Ti.Anderson (4). 
SB-L.Garcia (5), Merrifleld (3), Mousta- 
kas (1). CS—A.AImonte (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Chicago 

Covey L,0-1 6 6 4 1 3 3 

Minaya 2 1114 4 

Kansas City 

Skoglund W,l-2 7 2 1 1 1 9 

Keller H,2 13 110 1 

Herrera S,5-5 1 1 0 0 0 1 

T-2:39. A-16,070 (37,903). 


0 0 1 

7 6 3 


Tigers 9, Orioles 5 

Detroit Baltimore 

ab r h hi ab r hbi 

Martin cf 4 111 Mancini lb 5 0 2 0 

Cndlrio3b 4 2 0 0 Ptersn2b-lf4 0 0 1 

M.Cbrralb 4 13 5 M.Mchdoss 5 0 2 2 

Cstllnsrf 5 0 11 A.Jonescf 4 0 0 0 

V.Mrtindh 5 111 VIenciaSb 4 12 0 

J.JonesIf 5 12 0 Rickard rf 2 10 0 

J.McCnnc 5 0 3 1 Sntnderdh 4 12 0 

J.lgissss 5 110 Gentry If 2 0 0 1 

D.Mchdo2b 4 2 10 Alvarez ph 0 10 0 

Srdinas2b 10 0 0 

Josephc 2000 
Sisco ph-c 0 10 1 

Totals 41 913 9 Totals 33 5 8 5 

Detroit 140 200 101-9 

Baltimore 000 010 400-5 

E-Valencia (3). DP-Detroit 2. LOB- 
Detroit 9, Baltimore 7.2B—M.Cabrera (9), 
J.Jones 2 (4), Mancini (7). 3B—Santander 
(1). HR-M.Cabrera (3), V.Martinez (2). 
SB-J.lglesias (4). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

LirianoW,3-l 6'/3 6 3 3 2 1 

Saupold '/3 0 2 2 2 0 

Jimenez H,3 
Greene 
Baltimore 
Cashner L,l-4 

Araujo 2 Vz J 110 3 

Castro l'/3 1 0 0 12 

O’Day 1 2 110 1 

HBP—by Saupold (Sisco). WP—Cash¬ 
ner, Castro. T-3:13. A-20,896 (45,971). 

Twins 3, Reds 1 

Cincinnati Minnesota 

ab r h hi ab r hbi 

Winker rf 4 0 0 0 B.Dzier2b 4 0 0 0 

Perazass 4 0 10 Mauerdh 3 0 10 

Vottolb 3 0 0 0 E.Rsriolf 4 12 0 

Gennett2b 4 0 10 E.Escbr3b 4 111 

Suarez 3b 4 0 0 0 Kepler cf-rf 4 0 0 0 
Schblerdh 3 111 Grssman rf 2 0 0 1 
Duvall If 3 0 10 LaMarre cf 1 0 0 0 

Msoraco c 3 0 2 0 Mrrison lb 3 0 1 0 

R.Hrrrapr 0 0 0 0 Garverc 4 12 1 

Hmiltoncf 3 0 0 0 Adranzass 2 0 10 

Brnhartph 10 0 0 

Totals 32 1 6 1 Totals 31 3 8 3 

Cincinnati 010 000 000—1 

Minnesota 000 210 OOx-3 

E-Winker (1), Gennett (4). DP-Cin- 
cinnati 1, Minnesota 1. LOB—Cincinnati 
9, Minnesota 8. 2B—Duvall (8), Mesoraco 

(1) , E.Escobar (10), Garver (2), Adrianza 

(2) . HR-Schebler (3), Garver (2). SF- 
Grossman (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Cincinnati 

Romano L,l-3 4^3 6 3 2 2 1 

Brice l'/3 0 0 0 1 2 

Floro 2 2 0 0 0 3 


Odorizzi W,2-2 6 5 1 1 2 3 

Duke H,4 1 1 0 0 0 1 

Reed H,4 1 0 0 0 1 0 

Rodney S,3-6 1 0 0 0 2 0 

Odorizzi pitched to 1 batter in the 7th 
T-2:58. A-27,115 (39,504). 

Rays 12, Red Sox 6 

Tampa Bay Boston 

ab r h hi ab r hbi 

M.Duffy3b 6 0 4 0 Betts rf 2 2 10 

Cron lb 6 2 10 Swihart If 2 0 0 0 

Gomez rf 6 12 1 Bnntndi If-cf 5 2 3 0 

W.Ramosc 3 2 3 2 H.Rmirz lb 3 0 2 1 

Sucre pr-c 10 11 J.Mrtindh 4 0 0 0 
Dan.Rbr2b 3 0 0 1 Bgaertsss 4 0 12 

Span If 4 2 2 2 Devers 3b 5 13 2 

Hchvrrass 4 2 2 0 E.Nunez2b 5 110 

Rfsnydrdh 3 0 0 0 BrdlyJcf-rf 4 0 1 0 

B.MIIerph-dh2 1 1 1 C.Vazqzc 4 0 0 0 
Field cf 5223 

Totals 431218 11 Totals 38 612 5 
Tampa Bay 022 011 114-12 

Boston 111 110 001- 6 

E-E.Nunez (1), M.Duffy (3). DP-Tampa 
Bay 1, Boston 1. LOB—Tampa Bay 9, Bos¬ 
ton 10.2B-M.Duffy (3), Cron (5), W.Ramos 
(5), Sucre (1), Betts (11), Benintendi 2 (7). 
HR—Gomez (4), W.Ramos (4), Span (2), 
Field (1), Devers (4). SF-Bogaerts (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Tampa Bay 

Chirinos 2 6 3 3 2 3 

Yarbrough W,l-1 4 3 2 2 0 6 


0 0 


E-Blanco (2), Grandal (1). DP-San 
Francisco 1. LOB—Los Angeles 13, San 
Francisco 9. 2B—Utley 3 (6), Pederson 

(3) , K.Farmer (3), Muncy (1). 3B-Bell- 
inger (2), Pederson (1). HR—C.Taylor (4), 
Hanson (1), Hundley (2). SB—C.Taylor (1), 
Blanco (2), G.Hernandez (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Los Angeles 

BuehlerW,l-0 5 6 2 2 1 6 

Stripling 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Baez Vi 4 3 3 1 1 

Liberatore Vz 0 0 0 0 1 

Fields 1 2 110 0 

Alexander 1 0 0 0 1 1 

San Francisco 

Stratton L,2-2 IVz 6 6 6 4 3 

Gomez 3'/3 6 3 3 1 2 

Law 3 8 6 5 1 3 

Gearrin Vi 0 0 0 0 0 

HBP—by Gomez (Barnes), by Law 
(Farmer), by Gearrin (Barnes). WP—Bue- 
hler. T-3:53. A-41,809 (41,915). 

Giants 8, Dodgers 3 

Second Game 

Los Angeles San Francisco 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

C.Tylorcf 4 110 G.Hrnan If 5 0 0 0 

C.Sagerss 4 112 McCtchnrf 2 2 0 0 
Grandal c 4 0 10 Posey c 3 10 0 

Bllngerlb 4 0 0 0 Lngoria3b 4 12 2 

Utley 2b 4 0 0 0 Belt lb 3 12 1 

Pdersonlf 2 10 0 Tmlnson2b 4 12 2 

Verdugorf 3 0 2 0 B.Crwfrss 4 110 

K.FrmerSb 2 0 0 0 Jackson cf 4 12 3 

A.Wood p 1 0 0 0 Cueto p 2 0 0 0 

A.Brnesph 1 0 0 0 Morontap 0 0 0 0 

Hudson p 0 0 0 0 S.Dyson p 0 0 0 0 

Chrgois p 0 0 0 0 Sndoval ph 1 0 0 0 

M.Kemp ph 1 0 0 0 Snelten p 10 0 0 
Strekin p 0 0 0 0 

Totals 30 3 5 2 Totals 33 8 9 8 

LosAngeies 200 000 100-3 

San Francisco 000 031 40x—8 

E-C.Seager (3). DP-Los Angeles 1, 
San Francisco 1. LOB—Los Angeles 6, San 
Francisco 5. 2B—C.Taylor (6), Longoria 
(8), Jackson (2). HR-C.Seager (2). S- 
A.Wood (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Los Angeles 

Wood L,0-3 6 6 4 4 1 4 

Hudson Vz 2 4 4 2 0 

Chargois V/z 1 0 0 13 

San Francisco 

Cueto W,3-0 6 3 2 2 2 3 

Moronta 0 1112 0 

Dyson H,3 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Snelten l'/3 1 0 0 11 

Strickland ?i 0 0 0 0 1 

Moronta pitched to 3 batters in the 
7th T-2;58. A-40,608 (41,915). 

Rangers 7, Blue Jays 4 

Texas Toronto 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

DShelds cf 4 2 10 Grndrsn If 3 0 10 

Choodh 5 0 3 3 Pearce ph-lfl r 

Knr-Flf2b 5 0 1“. 

Mazararf 5 0 10 Smoaklb _ _ 

Gallo lb 3 10 0 Solarte3b 4 0 0 1 

R.Nunez3b 3 0 0 0 Pillar cf 4 2 2 2 

Profarss 3 112 GrrlJr2b 4 111 

R.Chrnsc 4 2 2 2 Morales dh 3 0 0 0 

Rualf 4 110 Mailec 4 0 10 

A.Diazss 3 0 10 

Totals 36 710 7 Totals 34 4 7 4 

Texas 030 201 001-7 

Toronto 000 011 101-4 

DP—Toronto 1. LOB—Texas 7, Toronto 4. 
2B—DeShields (1), Choo (7), Granderson 

(4) . 3B-Rua (1), T.Hernandez (2). HR-Pro- 
far (1), R.Chirinos 2 (5), Pillar 2 (3), Gurriel 
Jr. (1). SB-DeShields (3), Rua (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Texas 

Colon W,l-0 7 6 3 3 0 2 

Diekman H,3 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Jepsen ?i 1 1110 

KelaS,6-6 '/3 0 0 0 0 0 

Toronto 

Garcia L,2-2 5 5 5 5 4 5 

Oh 111102 

Tepera 1 1 0 0 0 0 

Axford 1 0 0 0 1 3 

Osuna 1 31102 

WP-Garcia 3. T-3:00. A-39,176 

(53,506). 


ceph-lfl 0 0 0 
nndrf 4 110 


2 


Boston 

Price L,2-3 5Vi 8 6 5 4 5 

Hembree Vi 3 1110 

Barnes 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Johnson 2 75502 

Y.Chirinos pitched to 4 batters in the 
3rd Hembree pitched to 3 batters in the 
7th HBP-by Chirinos (Betts). WP-Chiri- 
nos 2, Romo. T-3:52. A-35,795 (37,731). 

Dodgers 15, Giants 6 

First Game 

Los Angeles San Francisco 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

C.Tylorcf-SS 6 4 3 2 Blanco cf 5 2 3 0 

Utley2b 5 4 4 2 B.Crwfrss 3 0 0 0 

C.Sagerss 5 0 2 2 Hanson2b 2 113 

P.Baez p 0 0 0 0 MeCtehn rf 2 1 10 

Lbrtore p 0 0 0 0 G.Hrnan rf 2 0 10 

M.Kemp ph 1110 Belt lb 4 0 0 0 

Fields p 0 0 0 0 Sndval3b-p4 0 1 1 

Alxnderp 0 0 0 0 Slater If 5 0 10 

Blingerlb-rf 5 3 3 3 Hundley c 4 12 1 

Pderson If-cf 5 0 4 4 Tmlnsn2b-ss4 0 10 

A.Brnes c 3 0 0 0 Strtton p 0 0 0 0 

Puig rf 2 0 0 0 R.Gomez p 2 0 0 0 

K.Frmer3b 3 110 Law p 1110 

Mncy3b-lb-lf 5 2 2 1 Gearrin p 0 0 0 0 

Buehlerp 4 0 0 0 Jackson ph 10 0 0 

Strpingp 0 0 0 0 LngoriaSb 0 0 0 0 

Grandal lb 2 0 0 0 

Totals 461520 14 Totals 39 612 5 
LosAngeies 332 013 030-15 

San Francisco 200 000 310— 6 


Astros 11, Athietics 0 

Oakland Houston 

ab r h bi ab i 

Joyce If 4 0 0 0 Sprnger cf 4 2 2 


hbi 


Semienss 4 0 0 0 Mrsnickef 0 10 0 

Lowrie2b 2 0 0 0 Altuve2b 5 2 4 2 

Pinder2b 1 0 0 0 Correa ss 4 110 

K.Davisdh 3 0 0 0 Gurriel dh 4 0 0 1 

M.OIsonlb 2 0 0 0 Reddick rf 4 111 

M.Chpmn3b 3 0 10 Bregman3b 3 0 2 2 

Canha cf-rf 3 0 10 Ma.Gnzalb3 1 1 2 

Pscottyrf 2 0 10 B.McCnn c 2 110 

Sminskief 1 0 0 0 Gattis ph-c 10 0 0 

Maxwell C 3 0 0 0 Fisher If 4 2 12 

Totals 28 0 3 0 Totals 34111311 

Oakland 000 000 000- 0 

Houston 311 202 llx-11 

E-Semien (6). DP-Houston 2. LOB- 
Oakland 2, Houston 8. 2B—Altuve (5), 
Bregman (8). HR—Springer (5), Altuve 
(2), Ma.Gonzalez (2), Fisher (2). CS- 
Bregman (2). SF-Gurriel (3), Reddick (1), 
Ma.Gonzalez (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Oakland 

Mengden L,2-3 2'/3 6 5 4 1 1 

Coulombe 2 2 2 0 0 

Trivino 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Hatcher 1 0 0 0 3 1 

Font 2 3 3 3 0 3 

Pagan 1 21120 

Houston 

McCullersW,4-l 7 2 0 0 0 7 

Rondon 1 10010 

Sipp 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Coulombe pitched to 2 batters in the 
4th WP-Mengden. T-3:14. A-41,493 
(41,168). 


Pirates 6, Cardinais 2 

St. Louis Pittsburgh 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Phamcf 4 0 11 A.Frzer2b 2 12 0 

M.Crpnt3b 3 0 0 0 Freese ph 0 0 0 1 

Mrtinez lb 4 110 Kontos p 0 0 0 0 

Ozunalf 4 0 11 Moroffph 10 10 
Y.Mlinac 4 0 0 0 Ed.Sntn p 0 0 0 0 

De.FwIrrf 4 0 0 0 Polanco rf 3 0 0 0 

DeJongss 4 12 0 S.Martecf 5 12 0 

Wong 2b 2 0 0 0 J.Bell lb 3 0 11 

J.FIhrtp 1 0 0 0 Dckrsonlf 3 0 11 

Leone p 0 0 0 0 Crvellic 3 112 

G.Grciaph 1 0 0 0 Moran 3b 2 10 0 

Grgrson p 0 0 0 0 Mercer ss 4 110 

Lyons p 0 0 0 0 Tr.Wllm p 2 0 0 0 

Mayers p 0 0 0 0 Felizp 0 0 0 0 

S.Rdrgph-2bl 1 0 0 
Totals 31 2 5 2 Totals 29 6 9 5 

St. Louis 001 001 000-2 

Pittsburgh 010 002 21x-6 

E-Mercer (1), Pham (2), Martinez (3). 

DP-St. Louis 3. LOB-St. Louis 6, Pitts¬ 
burgh 9.2B—Pham (6), Martinez (9), Mer¬ 
cer (9). HR-Cervelli (4). SF-Freese (1), 
Cervelli (2). S-Wong (1), J.FIaherty (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

St. Louis 

Flaherty L,0-1 5 4 3 3 4 2 

Leone BS,2 1 10 0 10 

Gregerson 0 12 2 10 

Lyons Vz 0 0 0 0 0 

Mayers 1V5 3 10 11 

Pittsburgh 

Williams W,4-l 6 4 2 2 2 2 

Feliz H,5 1 1 0 0 0 1 

Kontos H,4 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Santana 1 0 0 0 0 2 

J.FIaherty pitched to 2 batters in the 
6th Gregerson pitched to 2 batters in the 
7th HBP-by Lyons (Polanco). T-3:14. 
A-18,568 (38,362). 

D-backs 4, Nationais 3 (10) 

Arizona Washington 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

D.PrItalf 4 2 3 2 T.Trnerss 4 10 0 

J. Dyson rf 4 0 0 0 Zmmrman lb5 1 2 2 

Pollock cf 4 0 12 R.Btstapr 0 0 0 0 

Dsclso3b-lb 5 0 2 0 Harper rf 4 0 10 

C.WIkerlb 4 0 0 0 Kndrick2b 4 111 

Bxbrgerp 0 0 0 0 M.Tylorcf 5 0 10 

K. Marte2b 4 0 0 0 Mo.Srralf 2 0 0 0 

Avilac 3 0 10 M.Admsph-lfl 0 0 0 
J.Mrphyph-cl 0 0 0 A.Snchz3b 4 0 10 
Ahmed ss 4 2 2 0 P.Svrno C 3 0 10 

Corbin p 2 0 0 0 C.Trres p 0 0 0 0 

Salas p 0 0 0 0 Hlicksn p 2 0 0 0 

GIdschmph 1 0 0 0 Gottp 0 0 0 0 

Bradley p 0 0 0 0 Kntzler p 0 0 0 0 

Hirano p 0 0 0 0 Difo ph 10 10 
Mrreroph-3bl 0 0 0 Madson p 0 0 0 0 

Dlittlep 0 0 0 0 

Solis p 0 0 0 0 

A.Adamsp 0 0 0 0 

Wietersc 10 0 0 
Totals 37 4 9 4 Totals 36 3 8 3 
Arizona 000 101 010 1-4 

Washington 002 001 000 0-3 

DP-Arizona 1, Washington 2. LOB- 
Arizona 7, Washington 8. 2B—Ahmed (5), 
Zimmerman (3), M.Taylor (6), A.Sanchez 
(1). HR-D.Peralta 2 (5), Zimmerman (4), 
Kendrick (4). SB-T.Turner (11). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Arizona 

Corbin GVz 7 3 3 1 7 

Salas Vz 0 0 0 0 0 

Bradley 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Hirano W,2-0 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Boxberger S,8-8 1 1 0 0 2 1 

Washington 

Hellickson S'A 5 2 2 1 1 

Gott % 0 0 0 0 0 

KintzlerH,5 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Madson BS,2 1 3 110 1 

Doolittle 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Solis L,0-1 Vz \ 1111 

Adams 0 0 0 0 2 0 

Torres % 0 0 0 0 2 

A.Adams pitched to 2 batters in 
the 10th HBP-by Corbin (Severino), 
by Corbin (Sierra). T-3:16. A-32,963 
(41,313). 

Marlins 4, Rockies 1 

Colorado Miami 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

BIckmon cf 4 11 1 Detrich lb 4 12 2 
Desmond lb 2 0 10 Ralmutoc 3 110 
Arenado3b 3 0 0 0 S.Cstro2b 3 110 

Story ss 4 0 10 B.Andrs rf 4 0 10 

Innettac 3 0 0 0 Stcknrd p 0 0 0 0 

Parra If 4 0 0 0 Brrcighp 0 0 0 0 

Cuevas rf 3 0 0 0 Prado 3b 4 0 2 2 

Dahiph 0 0 0 0 Shuck If-rf 4 0 0 0 

Valaika2b 4 0 10 Rojas SS 4 0 0 0 

Marquez p 2 0 0 0 Brinson cf 3 110 

McMahon phi 0 0 0 Chen p 2 0 0 0 

Dunnp 0 0 0 0 Wttgren p 0 0 0 0 

Punders p 0 0 0 0 Y.Rvera ph 10 0 0 

Gerrerop 0 0 0 0 

Maybin If 0 0 0 0 

Totals 30 1 4 1 Totals 32 4 8 4 

Colorado 000 001 000-1 

Miami 101 100 lOx-4 

E-Story (2), Parra (1). DP-Colorado 
1, Miami 1. LOB—Colorado 7, Miami 7. 
2B—Desmond (4), Valaika (3), Prado (1), 
Brinson (2). HR—Blackmon (9), Dietrich 

(3). SB-Desmond (3), Realmuto (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Colorado 

Marquez L,l-3 6 6 3 2 3 6 

Dunn 1 11100 

Pounders 1 1 0 0 0 1 

Miami 

ChenW,l-0 5'/3 4 112 3 

Wittgren H,2 % 0 0 0 0 1 

Guerrero H,3 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Steckenrider H,4 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Barraclough S,l-3 1 0 0 0 0 3 

HBP-by Chen (Desmond), by Stecken¬ 
rider (Desmond), by Barraclough (Dahl). 
T-2:44. A-9,659 (36,742). 

SEE SCOREBOARD ON PAGE 29 
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Yankees dominate for eighth straight win 


By Jill Painter Lopez 

Associated Press 

ANAHEIM, Calif. — Masahiro Tanaka 
was spotted a five-run lead before he ever 
took the mound on Saturday. The Yankees 
sent every batter in the lineup to the plate, 
so he waited longer than usual to pitch the 
first inning. 

He had a comfortable 10-run lead when 
he took the mound for the second time as 
the Yankees batted around. Waiting can be 
difficult, but for Tanaka, he made it look 
easy. 

Tanaka struck out nine in six strong 
innings, and the New York Yankees’ bats 
continued to sizzle in an 11-1 victory over 
the Los Angeles Angels on Saturday night. 

“We’re getting good starting pitching 
that’s given us a chance to win for the most 
part every day,” Yankees manager Aaron 
Boone said. “Our at-bat quality has been 
outstanding. I feel day in and day out this 
is a team that takes a lot of pride in making 
a pitcher work really hard for everything 
they get. It doesn’t always result in a bunch 
of runs, but more often than not, we’ve 
eventually got to someone.” 

The Yankees (17-9) have won eight con¬ 
secutive games and have outscored oppo¬ 
nents 62-17 during that streak. They had 14 
hits Saturday and still left 10 men on base. 



Mark J. Terrill/AP 


Yankees starting pitcher Masahiro Tanaka 
throws to the plate during the sixth 
inning Saturday against the Los Angeles 
Angelsin Anaheim, Calif. Tanaka struck 
out 10 in six innings in an 11-1 win. 

“It’s always good to have some run sup¬ 
port,” Tanaka said through an interpreter. 
“I don’t know if this applies to all pitchers. 


but sometimes when you’re waiting that 
long to get into the game, that can at times 
throw you off rhythm, kind of So that was 
kind of the challenge. For me, I was able 
to come through strong. Today was a good 
day.” 

The Angels (16-11) after a hot start to 
the season have lost eight of their last 11 
games. 

“It’s tough. Usually you’ll have a couple 
guys that are in and out of a funk or whatev¬ 
er,” Cozart said. “Right now, myself includ¬ 
ed, we haven’t put together a lot of stressful 
innings. But, we’re early in the year. We 
know were not going to continue to hit like 
this. There’s no panic or anything.” 

Aaron Judge was 3-for-3 by the time the 
game was just three innings old. Miguel An- 
dujar had three hits as well. Angels starter 
Garrett Richards allowed four extra-base 
hits in 12/3 innings before he was chased. 
He gave up nine runs (five earned) on five 
hits and walked three. 

Aaron Hicks tripled off Richards while 
Judge, Andujar and Gary Sanchez all dou¬ 
bled. Andujar has extra-base hits in 10 of 
his last 12 games. 

Tanaka (4-2) was dominant. He retired 
the first eight batters he faced and struck 
out the side in the second inning. He didn’t 
allow a hit until Mike Trout singled to left 
field to lead off the fourth inning. 


The much-anticipated matchup between 
Tanaka on the mound and fellow country¬ 
man Shohei Ohtani didn’t happen since 
Ohtani was out of the lineup with an ankle 
injury. Ohtani and Tanaka faced each other 
in Japan in 2013, but Ohtani never got a hit 
off Tanaka. Their first meeting in Mqjor 
League Baseball will have to wait. 

The Angels got on the board via a Zack 
Cozart leadoff solo home run to left field 
off Tanaka in the fifth inning. 

Richards (3-1) suffered his first loss of 
the season. His ERA climbed to 4.88. 

Albert Pujols was O-for-4. He has 2,995 
hits. 

Gleyber Torres made his M^or League 
debut April 22 at second base, and he’s 
played seven games. He’s yet to play in a 
Yankees loss. Manager Aaron Boone has 
compared his defense to that of Javy Baez. 
Torres had another two hits Saturday, and 
he’s batting .296. Life is good. 

“The team is awesome. Everyone is 
playing super well,” Torres said. “The 
bullpen, starting pitchers, everyone. We 
play together as a team. That’s the most 
important.” 

Asked about his comfort level, Torres 
said: “Super good. I know everybody now. I 
have a lot of comfort with everyone. Every¬ 
one is on the same page. I try to do my job 
every day. I try to do my job and have fun.” 


SCOREBOARD, FROM PAGE 28 

Padres 12, Mets 2 

New York San Diego 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

A.Cbrra2b 2 110 Myers rf 3 0 0 0 

A.Gnzal lb 1 0 0 0 Szczur ph-rf2 0 0 0 


Flores lb-2b 4 
Cespdes If ‘ 
NImmo If 
T.Frzer3b 
Jo.Ryes 3b 
Bruce rf 
A.RsrIo ss 


Hosmerlb 3 12 0 
Erllnp 0 0 0 0 

Vllneva3b 3 2 12 

3 0 0 0 Headley 3b 10 0 0 
Plrela2b-lb 4 3 2 0 
Cordero If 5 113 
Galvisss 4 3 2 0 
LagarescT 3000 Margot cf 5 2 2 2 
Lobatonc 3 0 0 0 Hedges c 4 0 3 5 

J.Vrgas p 0 0 0 0 Lcchesi p 3 0 0 0 

S.Lugop 2 0 0 0 CImberp 10 0 0 

Blevins p 0 0 0 0 Asuaje2b 0 0 0 0 

Famlllap 0 0 0 0 

Totals 31 2 4 2 Totals 38121312 
New York 000 002 000- 2 

San Diego 402 501 OOx-12 

LOB—New York 4, San Diego 7. 2B— 
Hosmer (8), Margot (3), Hedges (3). 
3B-Margot (1). HR-Cespedes (6), Vil¬ 
lanueva (8), Cordero (6). SB—Pirela (3), 
Galvis (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

New York 

Vargas L,0-1 3^3 9 9 9 3 5 

Lugo 2y3 4 3 3 0 5 


San Diego 

Lucchesl W,3-l 
Clrnber 


T-2:50. A 


778 (42,445). 


Mariners 12, Indians 4 

Seattle Cleveland 

ab r h bi ab r 

D.Grdoncf 4 3 2 0 
Segurass 5334 
Cano 2b 3 112 
Cruzdh 5 14 2 
Gamel pr-dh 0 10 0 
K.Sager3b - ■ ■ - 


hbi 


Llndorss .... 
Klpnls2b 4 0 0 0 
Jose.Rm3b 4 110 
E.Gnzal3b 0 0 0 0 

Brntleylf 4 12 0 

_ Encrncodh 3 10 0 

Hanlger rf 4 0 0 0 Alonso lb 3 12 3 

Healy lb 5 112 R.Perez c 3 0 0 0 

I.Szukllf 5 0 0 0 Naquin rf 2 0 11 

Freitas c 2 10 0 Guyerph-rf 2 0 0 0 

Zimmer cf 3 0 0 0 

Totals 381212 12 Totals 32 4 6 4 
Seattle 302 500 002-12 

Cleveland 010 201 000-4 

E-R.Perez 2 (4). LOB-Seattle 5, Cleve¬ 
land 4. 2B—D.Gordon (5), Cano (6), Cruz 
(6), Brantley (5). HR—Segura (2), Cruz 
(5), K.Seager (4), Healy (1), Alonso (8). 
SB—D.Gordon (10), Segura (5). SF—Cano 
(1), Alonso (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Seattle 

Leake W,3-2 6 6 4 4 1 6 

Pazos 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Vincent 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Bradford 1 00012 

Cleveland 

Carrasco L,4-l 3 5 5 4 1 4 

McAllister 1 4 5 4 0 1 

Beliveau 1% 1 0 0 2 0 

Belisle 2y3 0 0 0 0 1 

Otero 1 2 2 2 0 0 

HBP—by Carrasco (Gordon). T—3:00. 
A-19,172 (35,225). 


Roundup 

D-backs top Nats to match 1907 mark 



Nick Wass/AP 


Nationals first baseman Ryan Zimmerman throws to first to get the 
Diamondbacks' Christian Walker out during the seventh inning. 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The Arizo¬ 
na Diamondbacks extended their 
impressive start with a little pa¬ 
tience at the perfect moment. 

Nick Ahmed scored the win¬ 
ning run on a bases-loaded walk 
in the 10th inning, sending Arizo¬ 
na to a 4-3 victory over the Wash¬ 
ington Nationals on Saturday. 

The Diamondbacks also got 
two solo homers from David Per¬ 
alta in their second straight vic¬ 
tory in Washington, making them 
the first NL team since the 1907 
Cubs to win their first nine series 
in a season. 

“Obviously it’s great to have a 
chance to sweep here, but if you 
can win the series an(l do that as 
many times as possible, you’re 
going to have a good team,” cen¬ 
ter fielder A. J. Pollock said. 

Ahmed led off the 10th with 
a double off Sammy Solis (0-1). 
Peralta walked with one out be¬ 
fore Austin Adams replaced Solis 
and issued consecutive walks to 
Jarrod Dyson and Pollock, put¬ 
ting the Diamondbacks in front. 

Adams had a full count on Pol¬ 
lock before throwing an 89 mph 
slider in the dirt for the decisive 
run. 

“I’ve got to go out there and 
throw strikes,” Adams said. 
“That’s what it comes down to. I 
didn’t do my job.” 

Rays 12, Red Sox 6: Wil¬ 
son Ramos went deep again and 
scored on Denard Span’s inside- 
the-park homer, helping host 
Tampa Bay beat Boston for its 
eighth consecutive victory. 

It’s the longest win streak for 


Tampa Bay since taking nine in 
a row in July 2014. The resurgent 
Rays have won nine of 10 overall 
to move within one game of .500 
at 12-13. 

Astros 11, Athletics 0: Lance 
McCullers threw seven sharp in¬ 
nings, Jose Altuve had four hits 
and host Houston beat Oakland. 

Dodgers 15, 3; Giants 6, 8: 
Chase Utley hit three doubles and 
a single as the visiting Dodgers 
did damage against every San 
Francisco pitcher except emer¬ 
gency reliever Pablo Sandoval. 

Sandoval was summoned from 
third base to begin the ninth in¬ 
ning and, in his first m^or league 
pitching appearance, retired 
three straight batters on ground¬ 
ers. The 2012 World Series MVP 
threw 11 pitches, helping preserve 
the Giants’ bullpen for the second 
game of the doubleheader. 

Mariners 12, Indians 4: Jean 
Segura hit a two-run homer and 
matched a career high with four 
RBIs, powering the visiting Mar¬ 
iners to the victory. 

Rangers 7, Blue Jays 4: Bar- 
tolo Colon pitched seven efficient 
innings to earn his first win with 
visiting Texas. 

Robinson Chirinos hit two solo 
home runs and Jurickson Pro- 
far belted a two-run shot as the 
Rangers posted their season-high 
third straight victory. 

Cubs 3, Brewers 0: Cubs left¬ 
hander Jose Quintana pitched 
seven sharp innings to continue 
his dominance of the visiting 
Brewers. 

Quintana (3-1) has thrown 24 
straight scoreless innings against 
Milwaukee dating to July 28. 


Twins 3, Reds 1: Jake Odor- 
izzi pitched into the seventh in¬ 
ning, Mitch Garver homered and 
the host Twins snapped an eight- 
game losing streak. 

Braves 4, Phillies 1: Phillies 
center fielder Odubel Herrera 
reached way into the bushes be¬ 
yond the wall to make a sensa¬ 
tional catch that robbed Freddie 
Freeman of a home run, but visit¬ 
ing Atlanta went on to the victory. 

White Sox 8, 2; Royals 0, 5: 
Eric Skoglund overcame a lead- 
off homer by Tim Anderson that 
led to a bench-clearing incident, 
pitching host Kansas City past 
Chicago to end a five-game losing 
streak in a doubleheader split. 

The White Sox won the opener 
as Carson Fulmer (2-1) allowed 
four singles over seven innings 
and Daniel Palka had four hits 


and drove in three runs. 

Tigers 9, Tigers 5: Miguel 
Cabrera homered and drove in 
five runs and host Detroit ended 
a three-game skid. 

Pirates 6, Cardinals 2: Fran¬ 
cisco Cervelli homered in the 
second inning and delivered a 
tiebreaking sacrifice fly in the 
sixth, helping host Pittsburgh top 
St. Louis. 

Marlins 4, Rockies 1: Wei-Yin 
Chen pitched into the sixth inning 
in his first start in nearly a year 
and host Miami beat Colorado. 

Padres 12, Mets 2: Franchy 
Cordero hit a three-run homer es¬ 
timated at 453 feet, Christian Vil¬ 
lanueva had a two-run shot and 
Austin Hedges drove in a career- 
high five runs as the host Padres 
roughed up Jason Vargas and the 
Mets. 
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Couture’s goal in 20T lifts Sharks past Vegas 



John Locher/AP 


The Sharks' Logan Couture (39) celebrates after scoring the game-winning goal against the Golden 
Knights during the second overtime of Game 2 of their second-round playoff series on Saturday in Las 
Vegas. Sharks’ Brent Burns (88) and Tomas HertI (48) celebrate with Couture. San Jose won 4-3. 


Golden Knights lose for 
first time in postseason 

By W.G. Ramirez 

Associated Press 

LAS VEGAS — Two days after 
opening the second round with 
their worst game of the playoffs, 
the San Jose Sharks responded 
with a gritty performance. 

Logan Couture’s second goal 
of the game, on the power play at 
5:13 of the second overtime, lifted 
the Sharks to a 4-3 victory over 
the Vegas Golden Knights on Sat¬ 
urday night, tying their Western 
Conference semifinal series at 
one game apiece. 

Moments after Vegas’ Jon Mer¬ 
rill was called for hooking, Cou¬ 
ture found the back of the net to 
give the Sharks their first win in¬ 
side T Mobile Arena this season. 

“I thought we were better ev¬ 
erywhere,” Sharks coach Peter 
DeBoer said. “We were tighter, 
our team game was better, we 
were better in every situation, and 
I knew we would be.” 

San Jose rallied from two goals 
down in the second period to take 
the lead, before Vegas tied it in the 
third. 

“We were down by two, but our 
game was good,” DeBoer said. 
“Like I said going in, as long as 
our game is good — even if we lost 
tonight — I think we’ve always 
taken the approach that if we play 
our game, at the end of the day 
good things happen. We stuck 
with it and even when they scored 
the second goal I really liked how 
we were playing.” 

Vegas lost for the first time in 
the playoffs after winning their 
first five games by a 14-3 margin, 
including a 7-0 victory in Game 1. 

The Golden Knights thought 


they won this one in the first over¬ 
time when Jonathan Marches- 
sault’s backhand sailed past 
Martin Jones with 3:02 left, but 
officials ruled there was goalten- 
der interference when Marches- 
sault ran into Jones’ blocker and 
spun him around before his shot. 

Per the NHL: “After reviewing 


all available replays and consult¬ 
ing with the Referee, the Situation 
Room determined that contact be¬ 
tween Vegas’ Jonathan Marches- 
sault and Jones prevented him 
from his job, in accordance with 
Rule 78.7.” 

Brent Burns also scored two 
goals and Jones stopped 26 shots 


for San Jose, which was play¬ 
ing without suspended forward 
Evander Kane. 

“We fixed some things and it 
was a better team game,” Burns 
said. “It’s just one game, obvi¬ 
ously we had to win it, but it’s one 
game.” 

William Karlsson scored twice 


We competed harder 
all over the ice. V 

Logan Couture 

San Jose center 


for Vegas, while Nate Schmidt got 
his first of the postseason to tie the 
score at 3-3 with 6 V 2 minutes left 
in the third period. Marc-Andre 
Fleury finished with 43 saves. 

Game 3 is Monday night at San 
Jose. 

“We competed harder all over 
the ice,” Couture said. “We were 
harder on pucks, we won more 
battles. I think when you’re creat¬ 
ing offensive chances and you’re 
forcing other teams to play defen¬ 
sive hockey, that’s when penalties 
happen. They get tired and you 
wear them down.” 

Unlike the first game of this 
series, which saw the Golden 
Knights become the third NHL 
franchise to score at least seven 
goals in a playoff game during 
its inaugural season. Game 2 was 
much more physical, something 
that seemingly took Vegas out of 
its rhythm in the second period. 

In Game 1, Vegas blocked 26 
shots, to the Sharks’ 13, but San 
Jose held a 36-26 edge in Game 
2. And after being whistled for 10 
penalties in the series-opener, as 
opposed to five for San Jose, the 
Golden Knights found themselves 
in the box more, 11-6. 

“I wasn’t too happy with a lot 
of it to be honest with you,” Vegas 
coach Gerard Gallant said. “I 
think we had one penalty and 
they had seven, so I wasn’t too 
happy. They better be ready (for 
Game 3) because we didn’t show 
up for 45 minutes tonight.” 


Bruins beat Lightning in Game 1 


By Fred Goodall 

Associated Press 

TAMPA, Fla. — Tuukka Rask tossed a broken 
skate blade up the ice in frustration, but hardly lost 
his cool. 

“I didn’t throw it at anybody,” the Boston goalten- 
der said Saturday. “If I threw it at somebody. I’d like 
to apologize, but I didn’t. I just wanted to make sure 
that everybody saw that my blade was off.” 

Rask settled after allowing a second-period goal 
while trying to let officials know he had a problem 
with his left skate, finishing with 34 saves in the 
Bruins’ 6-2 victory over the Tampa Bay Lightning 
in Game 1 of their best-of-seven Eastern Confer¬ 
ence semifinal series. 

Rick Nash had two goals and the Bruins’ high- 
scoring line of Patrice Bergeron, David Pastrnak 
and Brad Marchand combined for 11 points, how¬ 
ever Rask’s ability to retain his composure after 
Mikhail Sergachev’s goal trimmed Boston’s lead to 
3-2 was every bit as important. 

“He was really good,” Boston coach Bruce Cas¬ 
sidy said. “He gave us more than a chance to win 
early on when we were still trying to find our legs. 
We weren’t executing very well. They were better 
than us, and then our top guys started finishing 
their chances.” 

Bergeron also scored twice and had an assist on 
one of Nash’s goals for the Bruins, who finished one 
point behind Tampa Bay for the Atlantic Division 
title, as well as the No. 1 seed in the East. 



Chris O’Meara/AP 


Boston goaltender Tuukka Rask tries to show the 
officials his broken skate blade on Saturday in 
Tampa, Fla. The Bruins won 6-2. 

Marchand had a goal and three assists, while 
Pastrnak finished with four assists in a dominating 
performance. 

A second goal by Marchand was waved off be¬ 
cause of a cross-checking penalty on Pastrnak. 

“You need your best players to be your best play¬ 
ers, and clearly that happened tonight for us,” Cas¬ 
sidy said. 

Dan Girardi also scored for the Lightning, who 
trailed by one goal entering the third period. 

Game 2 is Monday night at Amalie Arena. 


Conference semifinals 

(Best-of-seven; x-if necessary) 
EASTERN CONFERENCE 
Pittsburgh 1, Washington 0 
Pittsburgh 3, Washington 2 
Sunday: at Washington 
Tuesday: at Pittsburgh AFN-Sports2, 
1:30 a.m. Wednesday; 8:30 a.ni. Wednes¬ 
day JKT 

Thursday, May 3: at Pittsburgh 
x-Saturday, May 5: at Washington 
x-Monday, May 7: at Pittsburgh 
x-Wednesday, May 9: at Washington 
Boston 1, Tampa Bay 0 
Saturday: Boston 6, Tampa Bay 2 
Monday: at Tampa Bay AFN-Sports2,1 
a.m. Tuesday CET; 8 a.m. Tuesday JKT 
Wednesday, May 2: at Boston 
Friday, May 4: at Boston 
x-Sunday, May 6: at Tampa Bay 
x-Tuesday, May 8: at Boston 
x-Thursday, May 10: at Tampa Bay 
WESTERN CONFERENCE 
Winnipeg 1, Nashviiie 0 
Winnipeg 4, Nashviiie 1 
Sunday: at Nashville 
Tuesday: at Winnipeg 
Thursday, May 3: at Winnipeg 
x-Saturday, May 5: at Nashville 
x-Monday, May 7: at Winnipeg 
x-Thursday, May 10: at Nashville 
Vegas 1, San Jose 1 
Vegas 7, San Jose 0 
Saturday: San Jose 4, Vegas 3 (20T) 
Monday: at San Jose AFN-Sports2, 4 
cum. Tuesday CET; 11 a.m. Tuesday JKT 
Wednesday, May 2: at San Jose 


Calendar 

June 13 — Last possible day of Stanley 
Cup Final. 

June 20 — NHL awards, Las Vegas. 
June 22-23 - NHL draft, Dallas. 

Juiy 1 — Free agency signing period 


Saturday 

Sharks 4, Vegas 3 (20T) 

San Jose 0 3 0 0 1-4 

Vegas 1110 0-3 

First Period—1, Vegas, W.Karlsson 2 
(Miller, Schmidt), 17:59. 

Second Period—2, Vegas, W.Karlsson 
3 (Smith), 0:26. 3, San Jose, Burns 2 (Pav- 
elski), 2:00 (pp). 4, San Jose, Couture 3 
(HertI), 11:08.5, San Jose, Burns 3 (Meier, 
Pavelski), 14:07. 

Third Period—6 , Vegas, Schmidt 1 
(Haula, Theodore), 13:28. 

Second Overtime—7, San Jose, Cou¬ 
ture 4 (Labanc, Burns), 5:13 (pp). 

Shots on Goai—San Jose 9-15-10-8- 
5-47. Vegas 5-8-7-8-1-29. 

Power-piay opportunities—San Jose 2 
of 7; Vegas 0 of 2. 

Goaiies—San Jose, Jones 5-1 (29 shots- 
26 saves). Vegas, Fleury 5-1 (47-43). 
A-18,671 (17,367). T-3:58. 

Bruins 6, Lightning 2 

Boston 1 2 3-6 

Tampa Bay 0 2 0-2 

First Period—1, Boston, Ric.Nash 2 


2 (Pastrnak, Marchand), 0:42. 3, Tampa 
Bay, Girardi 1 (Paquette, Hedman), 2:31. 
4, Boston, Ric.Nash 3 (Krejci, Pastrnak), 
12:33. 5, Tampa Bay, Sergachev 2 (Point, 
Gourde), 13:22 (pp). 

Third Period—6 , Boston, Marchand 
4 (McAvoy), 3:32. 7, Boston, Bergeron 3 
(Marchand, Pastrnak), 10:11. 8, Boston, 
DeBrusk 6 (Marchand, McAvoy), 13:41. 

Shots on Goai-Boston 13-5-6-24. 
Tampa Bay 11-14-11—36. 

Power-piay opportunities—Boston 1 
of 1; Tampa Bay 1 of 3. 

Goaiies—Boston, Rask 5-3 (36 shots- 
34 saves). Tampa Bay, Vasilevskiy 4-2 
(23-18). 

A-19,092 (19,092). T-2:29. 













Monday, April 30,2018 


Stars and Stripes 




Page 31 


NBA PLAYOFFS 


Scoreboard 


First round 

(Best-of-seven) 

Eastern Conference 
Toronto 4, Washington 2 

Toronto 114, Washington 106 
Toronto 130, Washington 119 
Washington 122, Toronto 103 
Washington 106, Toronto 98 
Toronto 108, Washington 98 
Toronto 102, Washington 92 
Boston 4, Milwaukee 3 
Boston 113, Milwaukee 107, OT 
Boston 120, Milwaukee 106 
Milwaukee 116, Boston 92 
Milwaukee 104, Boston 102 
Boston 92, Milwaukee 87 
Milwaukee 97, Boston 86 
Saturday: Boston 112, Milwaukee 96 
Philadelphia 4, Miami 1 
Philadelphia 130, Miami 103 
Miami 113, Philadelphia 103 
Philadelphia 128, Miami 108 
Philadelphia 106, Miami 102 
Philadelphia 104, Miami 91 
Cleveland 3, Indiana 3 
Indiana 98, Cleveland 80 
Cleveland 100, Indiana 97 
Indiana 92, Cleveland 90 
Cleveland 104, Indiana 100 
Cleveland 98, Indiana 95 
Indiana 121, Cleveland 87 
Sunday: at Cleveland 

Western Conference 
Houston 4, Minnesota 1 
Houston 104, Minnesota 101 
Houston 102, Minnesota 82 
Minnesota 121, Houston 105 
Houston 119, Minnesota 100 
Houston 122, Minnesota 104 
Golden State 4, San Antonio 1 
Golden State 113, San Antonio 92 
Golden State 116, San Antonio 101 
Golden State 110, San Antonio 97 
San Antonio 103, Golden State 90 
Golden State 99, San Antonio 91 
New Orleans 4, Portland 0 
New Orleans 97, Portland 95 
New Orleans 111, Portland 102 
New Orleans 119, Portland 102 
New Orleans 131, Portland 123 
Utah 3, Oklahoma City 2 
Oklahoma City 116, Utah 108 
Utah 102, Oklahoma City 95 
Utah 115, Oklahoma City 102 
Utah 113, Oklahoma City 96 
Oklahoma City 107, Utah 99 
Utah 96, Oklahoma City 91 


Conference semifinals 


(Best-of-seven; x-if necessary) 
Eastern Conference 
Toronto vs. Cleveland/Indiana 
Tuesday: at Toronto 
Thursday: at Toronto 
Saturday: at Cleveland/Indiana 
Monday, May 7: at Cleveland/Indiana 
x-Wednesday, May 9: at Toronto 
x-Friday, May 11: at Cleveland/lndi- 


x-Sunday, May 13: at Toronto 
Boston vs. Philadelphia 
Monday: at Boston 
Thursday: at Boston 
Saturday: at Philadelphia, TBD 
Monday, May 7: at Philadelphia 
x-Wednesday, May 9: at Boston 
x-Friday, May 11: at Philadelphia 
x-Sunday, May 13: at Boston 
Western Conference 
Golden State 1, New Orleans 0 
Saturday: Golden State 123, New Or- 
ans 101 

Tuesday: New Orleans at Golden State 
Friday: at New Orleans 
Sunday, May 6: at New Orleans 
x-Tuesday, May 8: at Golden State 
x-Thursday, May 10: at New Orleans 
x-Monday, May 14: at Golden State 
Houston vs. Utah 
Sunday: at Houston 
Wednesday: at Houston 
Friday: at Utah 
Sunday, May 6: at Utah 
x-Tuesday, May 8: at Houston 
x-Thursday, May 10: at Utah 
x-Monday, May 14: at Houston 


Saturday 

Celtics 112, Bucks 96 

MILWAUKEE - Middleton 11-18 5-5 32, 
Antetokounmpo 7-17 7-7 22, Maker 2-4 0- 
0 5, Bledsoe 9-12 4-4 23, Brogdon 1-8 0-0 
2, Parker 4-8 1-2 9, Zeller 0-0 0-0 0, Della- 
vedova 0-1 0-0 0, Terry 1-4 0-0 3, Snell 0-1 
0-0 0, Muhammad 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 35-74 
17-18 96. 

BOSTON - Tatum 7-17 5-5 20, Ojeleye 
2-4 0-0 5, Horford 13-17 0-2 26, Rozier 10- 
16 1-3 26, J.Brown 1-5 0-2 2, Nader 0-0 2- 
2 2, Morris 4-8 1-3 10, Yabusele 0-0 0-0 0, 
Baynes 4-5 0-0 8, Larkin 2-5 3-3 8, Smart 

2- 7 1-1 5. Totals 45-84 13-21 112. 

Milwaukee 17 25 25 29- 96 

Boston 30 20 31 31-112 

Three-Point Goals—Milwaukee 9-27 
(Middleton 5-9, Bledsoe 1-2, Maker 1-3, 
Antetokounmpo 1-4, Terry 1-4, Dellave- 
dova 0-1, Parker 0-1, Snell 0-1, Brogdon 
0-2), Boston 9-26 (Rozier 5-8, Larkin 1-2, 
Morris 1-2, Ojeleye 1-3, Tatum 1-4, Hor¬ 
ford 0-1, Smart 0-3, J.Brown 0-3). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—Milwaukee 32 

(Antetokounmpo 9), Boston 42 (Horford 
8). Assists—Milwaukee 21 (Antetok¬ 

ounmpo 5), Boston 28 (Rozier 9). Total 
Fouls—Milwaukee 20, Boston 23. Techni- 
cals-Bledsoe. A-18,624 (18,624). 

Warriors 123, Pelicans 101 

NEW ORLEANS - Moore 7-11 0-0 15, 
Mirotic 3-9 2-2 9, Davis 9-20 3-4 21, Rondo 
4-10 1-2 9, Holiday 4-14 2-2 11, Miller 3-7 
1-1 9, Hill 1-4 0-0 2, Diallo 2-4 0-0 4, Clark 

3- 10 0-0 7, Crawford 6-7 0-0 14. Totals 42- 
96 9-11 101. 

GOLDEN STATE - Young 2-4 0-0 6, Du¬ 
rant 10-21 3-4 26, Green 5-9 5-6 16, Iguo- 
dala 4-6 3-5 12, Thompson 10-22 3-3 27, 
Looney 1-1 1-4 3, Bell 0-1 0-0 0, West 4-7 
0-0 8, Jones 0-1 2-2 2, McGee 1-4 0-0 2, Liv¬ 
ingston 3-6 4-4 10, Cook 4-9 3-4 11. Totals 
44-91 24-32 123. 

New Orleans 34 21 19 27-101 

Golden State 35 41 27 20-123 

Three-Point Goals—New Orleans 8- 
25 (Crawford 2-3, Miller 2-5, Moore 1-1, 
Clark 1-4, Mirotic 1-4, Holiday 1-4, Davis 
0-1, Hill 0-1, Rondo 0-2), Golden State 11- 
27 (Thompson 4-9, Durant 3-6, Young 2-4, 
Green 1-2, Iguodala 1-3, Cook 0-3). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—New Orleans 42 
(Davis 10), Golden State 57 (Green 15). 
Assists—New Orleans 24 (Rondo 11), 
Golden State 33 (Green 11). Total Fouls— 
New Orleans 24, Golden State 16. Tech¬ 
nicals—New Orleans coach Alvin Gentry. 
A-19,596 (19,596). 

Piayoffs ieaders 

Scoring 


James, CLE 
Davis, NOR 
Westbrook, OKC 
Harden, HOU 
Mitchell, UTA 
Durant, GOL 
DeRozan, TOR 
Wall, WAS 
Antetkmpo, MIL 
McCollum, POR 


Capela, HOU 
Towns, MIN 
Westbrook, OKC 
Green, GOL 
Davis, NOR 
Gobert, UTA 
Simmons, PHL 
James, CLE 
Love, CLE 
Antetkmpo, MIL 


. _ FT PTS 

67 52 196 

58 34 153 

64 33 176 

46 33 145 

66 23 171 

48 35 141 

58 34 160 

56 40 156 

62 31 158 

40 10 101 

Rebounds 

G OFF DEF TOT 
5 24 47 71 

“ 15 52 “ 

11 61 
19 52 


AVG 

32.7 

30.6 


5 13 44 57 : 


6 12 50 62 10.3 

6 18 41 59 9.8 

7 8 59 67 9.6 


Rondo, NOR 
Wall, WAS 
Simmons, PHL 
Green, GOL 
Lowry, TOR 



Charles Krupa/AP 

Milwaukee Bucks forward Giannis Antetokounmpo reacts during the 
fourth quarter of Satuday’s Game 7 loss to the Celtics in Boston. 


Celtics advance over Bucks 



Charles Krupa/AP 


Forward Al Horford wades through a crowd of supporters after the 
Celtics defeated the Milwaukee Bucks in Game 7 their first-round 
playoff series in Boston on Saturday. Horford scored 26 points in 
the Celtics' 112-96 win that eliminated the Bucks from the playoffs. 


Boston overcomes adversity, 
looks forward to Philadelphia 

By Kyle Hightower 

Associated Press 

BOSTON — So much of the 
chatter before Boston’s first- 
round matchup with Milwaukee 
focused on who wouldn’t be on 
the court for the Celtics. 

Injuries forced Kyrie Irving 
and Marcus Smart to join Gor¬ 
don Hayward and Daniel Theis 
as spectators by the end of the 
regular season. It seemingly left 
the East’s second seed vulnerable 
against a Bucks team boasting 
one of the league’s most versa¬ 
tile scorers in All-Star Giannis 
Antetokounmpo. 

It took seven games, but the 
Celtics got just enough from the 
healthy players left on their ros¬ 
ter to hold off Milwaukee with 
a 112-96 victory on Saturday 
night. 

Now they’ll turn their attention 
to Ben Simmons, Joel Embiid and 
another youth-led team in the 
Eastern Conference semifinals 
against Philadelphia. 

“It’s something we’ve had to go 
through all season,” said rookie 
Jayson Tatum, who had 20 points 
on Saturday, becoming just the 
second rookie in Celtics’ history 
to score 20 in a Game 7. “Some 
way, somehow, we figure it out. 
And I think that’s what’s unique 
about our team.” 

Tatum is just one of the young 
faces that remain on Boston’s 
bench that have grown up fast 
over the past three weeks. Be¬ 
cause of it, the Celtics that have 
squeezed out their best basket¬ 
ball despite the multiple subtrac¬ 
tions to their roster. 

Terry Rozier put up career 
numbers after stepping into a 
starting role. Smart injected 
new life into the team over the 


last three games following his 
return to action from thumb 
surgery. Then there was rookie 
Semi Ojeleye, who made things 
difficult late in the series for 
Antetokounmpo. 

And they still had at least a vet¬ 
eran to lean on. 

Al Horford provided not only 
his voice, but probably his best 
stretch of games in a Celtics uni¬ 
form over the last seven games. 
He matched his playoff career 
high with 26 points on 13 of 17 
shooting in Game 7 and averaged 


a team-high 18.1 points and 8.7 
rebounds for the series. 

“It’s what I think I’ve been 
doing all year,” Horford said. 
“It’s what we’ve been doing as a 
group. We didn’t treat this any 
differently.... I felt like our guys, 
their poise was great. Milwaukee 
fought hard. They kept giving us 
shots, our guys stayed with it and 
eventually we wore them (out).” 

Boston improved to 20-4 all- 
time in Game 7s at home. The 
Celtics are 23-8 in Game 7 
overall. 


Warriors take Game 1 from Pelicans 


By Janie McCauley 
Associated Press 

OAKLAND, Calif — Kevin 
Durant and Draymond Green 
ignited a brilliant second quar¬ 
ter with their defense and all-out 
hustle plays, then Golden State got 
rolling in transition and Oracle 
Arena started rocking the way it 
does this time of year. 

The defending champions are 
dominating again, and now Ste¬ 
phen Curry is ready to rejoin the 
mix and make them that much 
better. 

Durant had 26 points and 13 
rebounds. Green dazzled all over 
the floor with his fourth career 
postseason triple-double, and the 
Golden State Warriors thoroughly 
overmatched the New Orleans 
Pelicans for a 123-101 win in 
Game 1 of their Western Confer¬ 
ence semifinals Saturday night. 

Green finished with 16 points, 15 
rebounds, 11 assists, three steals 
and two blocks and just with his 
hustle and energy helped the de¬ 
fending champions pull away with 
a superb, decisive second quarter. 



Marcio Jose Sanchez/AP 


Quinn Cook scores during Game 
1 of the Warriors’ second-round 
series against the New Orleans 
Pelicans in Oakland, Calif. 

“If we can push the tempo and 
try to get stuff in transition that’s 
big for us, so that was key and 
obviously that starts with stops,” 


Green said. 

Now, they likely get Curry back 
for Game 2 on Tuesday night and 
all that he brings — even if in a 
limited role initially. 

Anthony Davis, who averaged 
33 points, 12 rebounds and 2.8 
blocks in a first-round sweep of 
Portland, had 21 points and 10 re¬ 
bounds. He scored 10 in the first 
quarter before having a tougher 
time generating shots the rest of 
the way to finish 9-for-20. Jrue 
Holiday was held to 4-for-14 shoot¬ 
ing and 11 points. 

Golden State again played with¬ 
out two-time MVP Curry, who 
has been sidelined since March 23 
with a sprained left knee. Coach 
Steve Kerr called it “very likely” 
Curry would play Game 2 in the 
best-of-seven series. 

Rqjon Rondo had nine points 
and dished out 11 assists for New 
Orleans. 

The Warriors swept the Peli¬ 
cans in the only other playoff 
meeting between the franchises 
in the 2015 first round as Golden 
State went on to capture its first 
championship in 40 years. 
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On to the East semis 

Celtics oust Bucks, set up 
showdown with Sixers » Page 31 


NFL DRAFT 



Max Faulkner, Fort Worth Star-Telegram/TNS 

The Seattle Seahawks selected UCF linebacker Shaquem Griffin in the fifth round, 141st overall, during the final day of the 2018 NFL Draft on Saturday in Arlington, Texas. 


Finally, Griffin gets the call 

UCF player with one hand sat through first two days before Seahawks drafted him 141st 


By Barry Wilner 

Associated Press 

ARLINGTON, Texas — Shaquem Grif¬ 
fin came back. The crowd loved it. 

Players in attendance not selected in the 
first two days of the NFL Draft usually 
head out of town before the fourth through 
seventh rounds. 

Griffin, who sat through 100 names being 
called in the first three rounds, wasn’t in 


AT&T Stadium on Saturday. 

Then he was after Seattle spent the 141st 
overall selection on the Central Florida 
linebacker who has no left hand. 

That fifth-round choice, announced in 
Seattle, drew loud cheers from fans at Jer¬ 
ry’s World. 

Griffin, whose left hand was amputated 
when he was young, has become the feel¬ 
good story this year and one of the most 


popular players in this draft because of his 
perseverance, outgoing personality and, of 
course, his talent. 

“I mean that was amazing,” Griffin said. 
“To even have an opportunity to come 
back, I didn’t think I was going to be able 
to come back and do it... I don’t remember 
seeing too many people who have left and 
came back. 

“That was the most amazing experience 


of my entire life. Me thinking about it, that 
moment, to be up on that stage and having 
the crowd go crazy, it was like we had won 
the Peach Bowl all over again. It was nuts.” 

Griffin helped UCF go undefeated last 
season, then blew through the NFL com¬ 
bine with a 4.38 in the 40, sensational lift¬ 
ing work with his prosthetic, and a can-do 
attitude. 

SEE CALL ON PAGE 25 


Couture goal iu 20T helps Sharks tie series » Page 30 











